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Arab bojrcott will raniaUl— PL<’ 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Arab economic boycott.^ 
Israel will remain in place during the two*year interim penw 
of Palestinian self-rule, a member of the Palestine Liberat><^n 
Organisation (PLO) executive committee said Friday. Yasser 
Al^ Rabbo told reporters in Washington that problems still 
needed to be resolved, particularly over the status of Jeru- 
salem, before the four-decade-old boycott would be ended (see 
page 2). Mr. Abed Rabbo, who headed the Palestinian 
delegation to the conference on aid to the territories, said 
Palestinians were demanding full withdrawal from the territor- 
ies in exchange for full peace. On other matters, Mr. Abed 
Rabbo said an Israeli-Palestinian commission was mpected to 
agree to terms on elections in the territories by mid-October. 
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Iranian official 
to visit Iraq 

TTEHRAN (AFP) — One of 
Iran's deputy foreign ministers 
is to visit Iraq in the next two 
weeks following a decision 
made in a meeting between the 
fOKign ministers of tfa two 
countries, Tehran Radio re- 
ported Saturday. Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister AH Akbar 
Velayati and his Iraqi counter- 
part Mohammad Said A1 Sitiiaf 
met Friday in New York on the 
sidelines of the U.N. General 
Assembly, the radio said. The 
official IRNA news agency 
identified the deputy foreign 
minister as Mohammad Javad 
Zarif. He will discuss bilateral 
ties and “pending issues" with 
Iraqi offidais. and Iraq, 
whidi fought a bloody war for 
eight years, have repeatedly 
accused eadi other of violating 
ceasefire agreements signed 
between the two countries in 
August 1988. 


Iran allows detained 
German to go home 

BONN (R) — Iran has allowed 
a German- buanessman, held 
in the country since 1991, . to 
return home,' Bonn govern- 
ment spokesman Norbert 
Schaefer said. Mr. Schaefer 
said 59-year^ld Paul Dietridi 
Fersch, who was temporarily 
arrested in Tehran two ye^ 
and then refiised permis- 
sion to leave tiie country, bad 
arrived bade in Germany. Mr. 
Fersdi’s release came after in- 
tense efforts by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and Foreign 
Minister Kians KinkeL 


DoacI fish foimd 
off Kuwaiti coast 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Thousands of dead fish have 
been found floatii^ oft the 
coa^ of A1 Sbnaiba in sontbero 
Kuwait but preliminary tests 
show no sign of chemical or 
toric contamination, tbe en- 
vironment ooondl said Saturn 
day. Council Secretary 
Mahmoud Yosef Abdnl Rahim 
said that the fish — all of them 
of die sanie size and spedes — 
were removed from the Gulf 
near the Shuaiba port on Fri- 
day. “None of them showed 
signs of contamination by che- 
mical or toxic products," he 
said, adding that no dead fish 
were found in any other region 
of Kuwah. The United Arab 
Emirates, smne 800 kilometres 
southwest of Kuwait, has been 
plagued by a mystery ailment 
that idlled thousands of fish in 
its waters last memth. Iran, 
whidi has a long Gulf coast- 
line, has also reported dead 
fish in its waters. 


Kuwaitis oppose formal 
ties with Israel 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Most Kuwaitis c^poto the emi- 
rate's estabhshiim diplomatic 
ties wito Israel following the< 
Patestine Liberation Orgmiisa- 
tion (PLO)-Israel peace 
accord, abcording to a poll 
publbbed h^ Saturday. The 
survey erf 240 respondents by 
the daily Al Siyassa said 75 per 
cent . Kuwaitis were against 
estabUrfuiig relations with the 
Jewi^ state and more than 74 
per cent opposed selling it 
Kdwaiti oil. Also, 54 per cent 
of those questioned said they 
would not visit Israel and tiie 
ocenpied territories, while 33 
per cent said they would con- 
sider it. than 64 per cent 
of the' polled Kuwaitis said 
tiiey opposed the Israel-PLO 
agreement and 74 per cent of 
tnem dissfireed with extending 
fifa ndal ffld to help im^tiement 
^ self-rule accord. 

Quake jolts Astara 
In northwest Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An earth- 
quake measuring 4.4 on tte 
open-ended Richter scale 
shook the Astara region in 
noithwestem Iran Saturday,, 
the official IRNA news agency, 
repbited. There were no im- 
mediate reports of casualties or 
damage, 'nie tremor occurred 
at 0922 GMT and its epicentre 
was some 400 kiiometres 
nortiiwest of Tehran., ' IRNA 
said. - . • 


King voices satisfaction 
with election on schedule 

Polls will reaffirm Jordan’s principles 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- 
day expressed deq> satisfection 
that tiie parliamentary elec- 
tions would be held on sche- 
dule and voiced confidence 
that the Nov. 8 polls would be 
feir and democratic. 

Presiding over a six-boor 
marathon session of the 
Cabinet, King Hussein stressed 
that Jordan “will continue to 
enhance democracy based on 
freedom, human rights and 
absolute confidence in the 
Jordanian people's awareness 
and detennination to protect 
and safeguard national unity." 

“I am absolutely confident 
that' the Nov. 8 elections will 
be free and democratic," King 
Hussein said. 

“The Jordanian citizens' 
awareness and their riioulder- 
ing of lesponribilities with hon- 
esty, courage and vrisdom will 
enable us to confront any chal- 
lenges," the King said. 

The King plMged “con- 
tinued Jordanian backing for 
tbe Palestinian brothers and 


their choice of methods to re- 
gain their ie^timau rights in 
their national homeland." 

King Hussein reiterated Jor- 
dan's determination to protect 
Arab and Islamic ri^ts in 
Jerusalem and reaffiimed the 
Kingdom's continued support 
for the Palestnrians in their 
drive to regain their legitimate 
rights. 

“We will not cede our rights 
in Arab Jenisaiem or our Isla- 
mic heritage in the city under 
any circumstances," the King 
said. 

“The return of Jerusalem is 
an Islamic responsibility which 
requires joint Islamic-Christian 
emrts," King Hussein said. 

He said that His Royal High- 
ness*Crown Prince Hassan will 
visit tbe Vatican following his 
current visit to Washington 
and meet His Holiness Po^ 
John Paul II to discuss the 
question of Jerusalem. 

The King also reviewed the 
activities of the Jordanian 
Hashemite Charity Organisa- 
tion and its emergency aid to 


brotheriy and friendly nations 
suffering from the consequ- 
ences of conflicts and natural 
disasters. 

King Hussein direaed the 
government to extend help to 
Lebanon to help that country 
to reconstruct villages des- 
troyed in an Israeli air blitz in 
late July. 

“All possible aid should be 
extended to Lebanon in this 
regard and also all possible 
relief aid should go from Jor- 
dan to the victims of the earth- 
quake that hit Western India,” 
lung Hussein said. 

King Hussein also instructed 
the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs to continue 
assistance to Bosnian ftirniiies 
hosted by Jordan. 

The King also reviewed 
issues related to Jordanian 
woriters, guest workers in the 
Kingdom and the compensa- 
tion demanded by Jordanian 
expatriates returning from 
Kuvrait following the Gulf cri- 
sis. 

He also discussed with 



Lifting Arab boycott is 
‘suicide’ — Crown Prince 


Cabinet ministers matters re- 
lated to tourism, the environ- 
ment, electricity, oil, energy, 
education, and public works. 

The King pa^ed directives 
to the ministers on all these 
matters and said efforts should 
be made towards providing the 
best possible service to the 
public. 

At the outset of the Cabinet 
meeting, the King listened to a 
briefing by Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Al Majali and 
Cabinet members about their 
respec ti ve department’s activi- 
ties and the measures taken 
towards the implementation of 
Royal directives as contained 
in the letter of designation to 
tiie government. 


Jordan and Palestinians plan close 
eonomic cooperation, integration 


By WaCa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

Jordan and.4the 

Patestine 

tin (PLO) have agreed oh a 
baric framework for coopera- 
tion which would guide PaJesti- 
nian negotiations with Israel in 
tbe imptementation of the eco- 
nomic aspects of the Israel- 
PLO autonomy accord and 
beyond, informed sources said 
S^urday. 

Broad details of the Jordan- 
FLO agreement, which were 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, indicate tiiat the two 
banks of the River Jordan will 
be partners in a new arrange- 
ment that envisages economic 
integration. 

The accord ftdls in line with 
public statements made by 
PLO officials and Palestinian 
economic planners that the 
Palestinian entity envisaged 


under the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment would seek to disengage 
it^lf from tiie coniines of tbe 
economy of the Jewish state 
and link up with tbe Arri) 
economies of the region, parti- 
cularly Jordan. 

Ahmad Qurai (Abu Ala), 
bead of tbe economic depart- 
flient of the PLO iriio led Che 
Palestinian side in the secret 
negotiations with Israel in 
O^, would not confirm or 
deny that the PLO and Jordan 
had concluded an economic 
cooperation ^reutnent. 

But he outiined in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times 
certain basic points of .the 
Palestinian approadi to econo- 
mic development and coopera- 
tion with Jordan. 

He said tbe Palestinians 
would not set up their own 
central bank during the interim 
period, but preparations would 
start for opening a “central 


Palestinian institution" during 
that period. In the meantime, 
he.s^, Palestinians- would use 
the Jordanian dinar as the offi- 
cial currency, and the CemraJ 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) would 
monitor and regul^e the moni- 
tory policies and money move- 
ment. The CBJ would issue 
permits to open bramJies of 
Jordanian banks inside the 
occupied territories, as well as 
Paleronian and Arab ban^. It 
would also guarantee th4 free 
movement of money and reg- 
ulate foreign currency re- 
serves, Mr. Qurai said. 

“However, Palestinians 
would be represented in the 
CBJ's board of directors in 
order to make policies related 
to the Palestinian territories," 
Mr. Qurai said. 

Other sources said the 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
have a^eed to form a perma- 
nent joint committee in tbe 
CBJ to deal with monetaiy 


issues concerning the occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Qurai said them 
ftite ti^ between Jbrdmi ana 
' Palestine, whereby Jordan can 
-export goods to the Palesti- 
nians worth SlSO million dur- 
ing the first two years, and vice 
versa. This ceiling would doa- 
ble in the third year. 

Jordanian officials said ear- 
lier they would strive for free 
trade with the occupied terri- 
tories during tbe interim 
period, and would refuse 
Israeli imposition of tariffs on 
Jordanian goods entering the 
Palestinian market. 

“This would have to be 
negotiated with the Israelis, 
bearing in mind that neither 
tbe Palestinians nor Jordan 
accept restrictions on their 
trade between the Jordanian 
and Palestinian markets," one 
PLO official said. 

(Continued on page 4) 


Israel not serious about peace — Assad 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
As^ has accused Israel of not 
being serious about peace, 
adding that it was not only a 
right but a duty to use violence 
to end la^Ii occupation of 
Arab territories. 

He told the U.S. PBS net- 
work's McNeil-Lehrer News 
Hour late Friday that “the lack 
of seriousness of Israel" was 
the main obstacles to peace but 
that it could be overcome. 

He severely criticised the 
Israel-Paiestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) limited 
autonomy deal signed Sept. 13 
in Washington, liotably smee it 
was orchestrated without 
Syria's knowledge, but insisted 
Damascus would not binder it. 

But he said PLO Chairman 


Yasser Arafat had made a mis- 
take by going it alone. 

Mr. Asad, qiealdng in Ara- 
bic with simultaneons transla- 
tion in English, said he would 
not muzrie £>amascus-based 
Palestinian groups opposed to 
the setf-rnle accord for the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jeridio. 

“Syria will never carry a 
stick and beoraie a policeman 
against those people who con- 
sider this is their central 
cause," be said. 

The Syrian p^dent said 
Arab leaders risked losing 
their lives by signing separate 
peace agreements with Israel 
and that he could also become 
a target if tbe purused a path 
the Syrian people oonsidmd 
incompatible with their in- 


terests. 

On separate deals, Mr. 
Assad said the new rale de- 
monstrated Israel did not want 
peace and that sudi a logjc was 
“a logjc of war." 

are still in a state of 
belligerence with Israel ... 
Israel still occupies our land ... 
we have started the peace pro- 
cess but we have not reached 
peace yet," he said. 

And he said: “We have col- 
onialists. Efo you expect us to 
smile at them? We fi^t against 
the colonialists with all means 
at our disporal. '\^oleiiee can 
be used a^nsi imperialists. 

“This kind of violence is not 
only legitimate, it is a duty.” 

Syria mil nevertheless re- 
turn to tbe negotiating table," 
Mr. Assad, said, noting that 


U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher were committed 
to pushing forward the peace 
proMMSs. 

He blamed Israel for con- 
stantly upping tbe ante in de- 
mands but not giving anything 
in return. “That’s why the 
others should understand we 
want peace but we are not 
beg^ng." 

Syria will pursue the peace 
process begun in Madrid in 
October 1991 and inrist the 
rules laid at that conference be 
respect. Mr. Assad said. 

Damascus is ready for an 
agreement provided it is com- 
prehensive: Involving Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied 

(CoirfiBiied on 10) 


Russian foes want a deal, but demos continue 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Repre- 
mtatives of the Russian gov- • 
ernment and the hardline par- 
liament approved (iropoisals 
&tUTday iri^e by their respec- 
tive acMsers to try to solve the « 
naiioa’s political crisis, ITAR- 
TA^ Kported. 

President Boris Yeltsin’s two 
leading adversaries. Par- 
liamentary Speaker Ruslan 
Khasbttlatov and Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi. 
were meanwhile reported by 
central television to have ex-. 

' pressed willingness to meet the 
president in a bid to end the 
current crisis. 

Hovfeyer, as large numbers 
of security forces deployed at 
5se\«ral points around Moscow, 
suppdrtefs of the rebel partia- 
ment clashed with police near 
foe parliament building, leav- 


ing 26 policemen injured, two 
seriously, along wifo five de- 
monstrators. 

At foe Danilov Monastery 
where the church-sponsored 
talks took place Metropolitan 
Kirill, who played a leading 
role in the negotiations, smd 
foe advisors to the two sides 
suggested a schedule for the 
wnEdrawal of security forces in 
and around the parliament 
building. 

Tbe adversaries must now 
consider foe different stages of 
foe sdiedule set up by the 
advisers, ITAR-TASS said. 

Russian deputies had re- 
sumed foe talks on ending the. 
•confrontation with Mr. Yeltsin 
after briefly suspending them 
in an efi^ to win direct access 
to the media, the news agency 
said. 


Deputy Speaker Yuri Voro- 
nin. leading the parliament's 
team in the negotiations cen- 
tred on disarming the 1.CXX) 
guards who are reportedly de- 
fending foe parliament build- 
ing, eariier said he was break- 
ing off talks. 

Mr. Yeltsin has given the 
deputies until Monday to hand 
over their weapons. 

“The ultimatum is crimin- 
al," Mr. Khasbuiatov said. 
“October 4 means nothing to 
me, after foe fourth comes the 
fiM, foat's all." 

And Mr. Voronin com- 
plained that government nego- 
tiators were misinforming the 
public about the negotiations 
while foe deputies themselves 
were barred from television 
and radio. 


Mr. Khasbuiatov com- 
plained that Russia’s regions 
iiad delayed in taking action 
against Yeltsin following his 
controversial decision to dis- 
solve parliament. 

“Re^stance to tbe dictato- 
rial regime is growing but foe 
regions have own late in tak- 
ing action, particularly in ap- 
plying economic sanctions." 
Mr. Khasbuiatov told a press 
conference 

Mr. Rutskoi had earlier 
appealed to Russians to fi^t 
Mr. Yeltsin’s “dictatorship” 
and not to give him the chance 
"to wipe out Russia." 

During the day both Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Rutskoi made 
appearances in front of the 
cameras outside foe parliament 
building. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Crown Prince Hassan said 
Saturday that lifting the Arab 
boycott of Israel would be 
“economic suicide" despite 
U.S. calls for such a move. 

One day after an unpre- 
cedented White House meet- 
ing between Prince Hassan and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, the Crown Prince 
also said a new vision of Mid- 
dle East peace should include 
Iran. 

And the peace process, he 
said, would harness economic 
progress rather than depending 
on diplomatic breakthroughs. 

“I do not see effectively that 
... prosperity ... is going to sit 
around and wait indefinitely 
while the politicians or the 
diplomats decide when is a 
convenient time in constituent 
terms to sign a peace treaty." 

He said foe Arab boycott of 


Israel in place since 1948, was 
answered by an Israeli boycott 
of Arab states, and that Jordan 
and other Arab states must get 
something in return if they 
decide to end their boyrott. 

“To those who have said the 
boycott is economic warfare, 1 
would say removing the 
boycott is economic suicide," 
Prince Hassan said. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and others in the 
Clinton administration have 
called for an end to the Arab 
boycott following the signing 
of peace accords between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation on Sept. 13 
and a Jordanian-Israeli peace 
agenda on Sept. 14. 

Asked whemer Iran should 
be included in the Middle East 
peace process, Nnce Hassan 
replied. “Participation effec- 
tii^y in the new regional order 


should not be exclusive of any- 
one." 

If the United States wants to 
help Iran become a part of this 
process, it should focus more 
on peacemaking, the Crown 
Prince said. 

“You will get aggressive and 
antagonistic positions taken by 
Iran if the signals are ‘Iran is 
the next pop up target',’’ he 
said, adding that he hoped Iran 
would be included in a “wider 
regional understanding." 

Referring obliquely to a 
global conference held on Fri- 
day that raised S2 billion to 
support the Sept. 13 Israel- 
PLO peace accord. Prince 
Hassan said the international 
community should focus more 
on peacekeeping. 

“Let’s face it: Over S1(X) 
billion (has been) spent on 

(ConthiDed on pi^ 10) 


Wheels seen in motion towards 
addressing Jordan’s concerns 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Joftian Times Staff Reporter 

THE CURRENT visit of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to Washington has set 
the wheels In motion towards 
addressing some of Jordan's 
major economic concerns, par- 
ticularly its foreign debt, offi- 
cials and diplomatic sources 
said Saturday. 

' The first' tangible sign of 
Washington taking a serious 
look at Jordan's economic 
situation came when President 
Bill Qinton affirmed that the 
Kingdom’s foreign debt was 
heavy and foould be reduced. 

Mr. Clinton, addressing re- 
porters after a meeting at the 
White House with Prince Has- 
san and Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and a confer- 
ence of inteniational donors to 
support Middle East peace, 
said: 


“The purpose of the donor's 
conference today was to give 
life and meaning and reality to 
the i^reement we saw between 
Israel and tbe PLO. There will 
have to be other investments, 
other commitments that will 
help to deal with the problems 
of Jordan, including the enor- 
mous problem Jordan has of 
accumulated debt.” 

“There needs to be some 
deBi relief for Jordan, and the 
United States will support that. 
And there are a whole lot of 
•other things that we need to be 
doing on that.” 

Mr. Clinton's comments, 
which came in reply to a ques- 
tion, were the first formal U.S. 
response in two months of 
Jordanian efforts to raise the 
issue of the Kingdom's foreign 
debt with Washington, in- 
formed sources said. 

Jordan's present foreign 
debt is estimated at $6.5 bil- 


lion. Of is, SI billion is owed to 
the U.S. — $380 million in 
military debts and $620 million 
in non-military obligations. 

U.S. laws allow t;-e write off 
military debts, and Jordan now 
hopes that the president’s com- 
ments will be taken up with the 
State Department and fol- 
lowed ito with Congress for a 
write-off of the S3S0 million 
the way Washington did with 
Egypt and Poland, the sources 
said. 

“It may be too early to 
predict how Congress would 
look at a debt write-off for 
Jordan, but we are bopeftil,” 
said one senior source, who did 
not want his name to be used. 

Dr. Marwan Muasher. head 
of the Jordan Information 
Bureau in Washington and 
spokesman for the IGngdom’s 
peace negotiators with Israel, 

(Continiied on page 10) 


Settlers kill woman ;troops 
rocket Gaza Strip homes 


Combined agen cy dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Jewish settlers shot dead a 
Palestinian woman and wound- 
ed another while they were 
]Mcking figs in the West Bank 
Saturday, Israeli security 
sources said. 

The sources said they had 
received tbe report from police 
but military offidais said it was 
unclear who the attackers 
were. 

In the occupied Gaza Stii|), 
Israeli troops hunting Palesti- 
nian activists rocketed at least 
13 Palestinian homes, Palesti- 
nian sources said. They said 
troops shot arid wounded five 
Palestinians in scattered 
clashes in the strip. 

Tire army confirmed it made 
an extensive hunt for fugitives 
on Saturday in the Gaza Strip 
and said seven suspected mem- 
bers of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) had been 
arrested. 

It was the first time since foe 
Palestine Liberation Or^nisa- 
toin (PLO) and Israel signed a 
peace ded on Sept. 13 in 
Washington that troops had 
rocketed Palestinian homes. 
Hamas opposes the accord. 

“Is this foe peace (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Rabin 
wants? Is this the beginning of 
peace? Where is (PLO Chair- 
man Yasser) Arafat who shook 
hands with Rabin?" said 
Naima Zard, whose Gaza Gty 
home was destroyed in Satur- 
day's operation. 

Tbe security sources said the 
two West Bank Palestinian 
women were picking figs in a 
field near the Jewish settle- 
ment of Ofra, north of RamaJ- 
lah. when attacked. 

They said Rifah Mahmoud 
Jasser, who was lightly injured, 
told police three armra settlers 
approached and told her and 
her companion, 70-year-old 
Ratibah Abdul Al Karima Jab- 


Two Hamas members killed 

TWO members of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
were killed during a massive Israeli army search operation in the 
Gaza Strip Saturday, Israeli military sources said. 

They said the two men were fighters in Ezzeddin Al Qassam, 
tbe armed wing of Hamas, and one of them had been sought ^ 
the army for more than a year. 

They were biding in a cellar which Israeli soldiers blew up with 
high explosives during the eleven-hour operation, the sources 
SM. 

One of foe dead, Hamid Salem Haza, 24. was wanted on 
susfMcion of killing Palestinian collaborators and carrying out 
attacks on Israeli soldiers. 

Sixteen Palestinians suspected of being Hamas militants were 
arrested during the operation, which nened a number of 
weapons, including five rifles, rocket launchers, AK-47 sub- 
machine guns, explosive devices, handguns and ammunition, 
Israeli sources said. 

Palestinians lea^ Yasser Arafat sent a message of protest to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin over the massive military 
sweep of foe Gaza Strip. 

Ziyad Abu Ziyad, advisor to the Palestinian delegation in peace 
talks with &rael, told AFP he had passed on the protest message 
from Mr. Arafat to Mr. Rabin. 

He would not reveal its contents. 


ra, to leave. 

When the women refused, 
the men shot them, killing Ms. 
Jabra and lightly injuring Ms. 
Jasser. 52. The two women 
were residents of ‘Ain Yabrud 
village, near Ofra. The security 
sources said police were sear- 
ching Ofra for the attackers. 

The 11-hour search in foe 
Gaza Strip targetted “solely" 
Palestinians suspected of tte- 
longing to Izzeddin Al Qas- 
sem, the armed wing of 
Hamas, which has rejected the 
PLO-Israeli peace accord, 
military sources said. 

But residents said the opera- 
tion was also aimed at foe 
Fateh Hawks, an armed wing 
of the Fateh faction of foe 
PLO. 

Prime Minister Rabin told 
Israeli military radio "the army 
will continue to pursue terror- 
ists to prevent attacks against 
Israelis and Palestinians" in 
the occupied territories. 


He accused the PLO of 
“being responsible for distur- 
bancces in foe territories be- 
cause it has not yet designated 
the members of a working 
commission to negotiate the 
declaration of principles with 
Israel.” 

But Palestinian negotiator 
Sari Nusseibeh diarged that 
Mr. Rabin was “crushing the 
hopes of Palestinians by des- 
troying homes and carrying out 
military operations in Gaza. 

“If he wants to respea the 
ao»rd signed with the PLO be 
must order the army to ehnngi* 
its attitude. It is behaving as if 
nothing had happened," Dr. 
Nusseibeh told AFP. 

The Israeli military sources 
said the operation “came as 
part of our fight against wanted 
Palestinians, was aimed solely 
at Hamas, and took place in 
various areas of the Gaza 


(Conttnaed on page 2) 
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Mubarak poised for 
landslide win in 
referendum - 


poll 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptiun 
President Mubarak is tipped to 
massive public support 
Monday for u third mandate to 
pursue a campaign against fun- 
damentalist violence. 

Polls predicting another out- 
pouring of support for Mr. 
Mubarak appeared here Friday 
amid reports of a second 
round-up of suspected Islamic 
activists inside hours. 

In a poll published by the 
weekly Akhbar A1 Yom. 'some 
93.7 per cent of 5.U00 respon- 
dents nationwide said they 
would vote in Monday's re- 
ferendum in favour of reelect- 
ing Mr. Mubarak for a further 
six-year term as of Oct. 13. 

Some 99.2 per cent of Mr. 
Mubarak's backers said they 
supported him for his declared 
intention to eliminate fun- 
damentalist “terrorism." 

Meanwhile police sources 
announced the arrest of 18 
suspected Islamic militants 
during a series of swoops by 
security forces in and around 
the Upper Eg>pt province of 
Assiut. 

Those arrested include sus- 
pected fundamentalist leader 
Magdi lUialil. the sources said. 

Also held were two pre- 
sumed activists sought in con- 
nection with a 1991 bomb 
attack on a police station in 
Beni Suef. 125 kilometres 
south of Cairo, the sources 
added. 

The raid came a day after 
security forces detained 30 sus- 
pected Islamic extremists fol- 
lowing operations in the town 


of Al Badari. 40 kilometres 
south of Assiut. 

Security is being tightened 
throughout notably at 

government offices and tour- 
ist sites, to avert possible fun- 
damentalist attacks in the run- 
up to Monday's plebiscite, 
police said. 

The newspaper poll, con- 
ducted in conjunction with 
Alexandria University, found 
6.3 per cent opposed to Mr. 
Mubarak's reelection. 


Some 79 per cent of respon- 
dents said they intended to 
vote in the referendum. 

In an interview published 
Thursday in the semi-officiaJ 
AT Ahram newspaper, Mr. 
Mubarak said the answer to 
society's problems was a stron- 
ger democracy, adding he 
would only turn to “parties and 
political tonnations that re- 
spect democracy and reject 
violence and terrorism." 

He stressed Egypt would not 
tolerate “any group that calls 
for sedition, division and des- 
truction” and that security 
forces were being provided 
with all necessary means to foil 
foiure attacks by armed activ- 
ists. 


Egypt's 18-month-long cam- 
pai^m of violence by Islamic 
mibtcints has cost more than 
200 lives. 

Al Shaab newspaper, which 
is sympathetic to fundamental- 
ists, accused the president ear- 
lier this week or “condoning” 
alleged police excesses against 
government opponents. 


Media frenzy over ‘yes’ 
for Mubarak’s third term 


CAIRO (AFP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak, a sure winner 
in Monday's referendum on a 
third tenn. has nevertheless 
launched a media campaign 
similar to those seen in com- 
petitive elections. 

Posters of the Egyptian lead- 
er urging a “yes’^ vote for a 
new six-year 'term beginning 
Oct. 13 share space on Cairo 
streets with streamers that 
read: “Why 1 will say yes." 

There are no other candi- 
dates for president. 

To attract the most atten- 
tion. some public and private 
companies have posted their 
“congratulatory messages" on 
hot air balloons nailed to the 
ground. 

“For better tomorrows," 
says one placard showing the 
president tenderly resting his 
head on that of a child. 

"With Mubarak, vour wor- 
ries disappear," reads another. 

The messages follow Eg)p- 
tians along the 30-kilometre 
stretch from Heliopolis in the 
north to Helw-an south of the 
capi^tal. 

The campaign, focusing on 
the economfe and social 
achievements of Mr. Mubar- 
ak's last two terms, avoids 
mention of the I8-montb-lone 
fundamenlalisi campaign of 
violence that has cost'more 
than 201) lives. 

The ncwswcekly Al Musaw- 
war said Wednesday the cam- 
paign voiced “the overflowing 
sentiments of citizens towards 
their father, brother, friend: 
their leader Mubarak." 

The official press divides its 
pages between messages of 
allegiance and a listing of 
“great accomplishments" dur- 
ing Mr. Mubarak's 12 years in 


power. 

Short of an atjendu for the 


new term and despite calls 
from the opposition, the cam- 
paign has ignored Egypt's eco- 
nomic and social wo^, includ- 
ing at least 20 per com unem- 
ployment. according to the In- 
ccmutional Labour Organisa- 
tion. 


The problem is considered a 
key cause of rising fun- 
damentalism. 

Mr. Mubarak said in an in- 
terview that after the reforen- 
dum. which is to take place 
amid tight securi^, he would 
invite ^1 non-violent political 
groups to an “enlarged nation- 
al dialogue." 

The main opposition move- 
ments have can^ for constitu- 
tional amendments to allow a 
dhoice of candidates in pres- 
idential elections, rather than 
"yes” or "no" referendum. 

But for the officisd media, 
economic grovihh,‘''tbe discov- 
ery of new oil fields and a drop 
in infant monaiity are all attn- 
butable to Mr. Mubarak. 

Even the Egyptian handball 
team's victorylaust week over 
Denmark at the junior cham- 
pionships was created to the 
president. 

An Egyptian journalist who 
declinea to be identified said 
that by organising a massive 
campaign ahead of the referen- 
dum and by maintaining a high 
profile, the government wants 
to demonstrate it does not fear 
the fundamentalists. 

“Even if the result is predict- 
able and Mubarak will inevit- 
ably be elected by the usual 
percentage ranging between 
98.90 and 99.99, all the demon- 
strations are to create an 
ambiance of democracy." he 
said. 

Egyptians, noted for their 
sense’ of humour, are having a 
field day with the latest joke. 

A man who voted “no" was 
panic-stricken and tried de- 
sperately to retrieve his ballot 
from the box. Polling officials 
gently calmed him with these 
word’s: “It's alri^t this time. 
But don't repeat this stupid 
mistake for the fourth term." 


Egyptian security forces de- 
tairied 150 suspected Islamic 
militants Satur^y in nation- 
wide raids as part of a security 
clampdown ahead Monday’s 
presidential election, police 
said. • 


Settlers kill woman; Gaza homes rocketed 


(Cmitiiiiied flrom 1) 


Strip." They said soldiers used 
varwus types of weapons to 
gain access to buildings. 

'Troops backed up by heli- 
copters early Satur^y evacu- 
ated homes in parts of Gaza 
City, Burelj refugee camp, 
Jabalya; Rafah and Khan 
Younis in the Gaza Strip and 
began firing on the emptied 
homes, damaging or des- 
troying 13, Pal^tinians said. 

Palestinian sources denied 
the seven people arrested were 
wanted activists but smd they 
were Hamas supporters. 

The vice president Of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), Mohammad Subeih, 
said on Saturday in Tunis that 
the Israeli moves "poison the 
atmosphere" for peace and 


urged Israel to put an end to 
them. 

The Palestine Central Coun- 
cil has yet to ratify the peace 
accord. It is expect^ to meet 
on Oct. 10 in Tunis. 

"We know there are in the 
Israeli anny command, and 
among some of the security 
services, people who are 
against the ag^ment," Mr. 
Subeih told Reuters. 

"We call on the Israeli lead- 
ership to put an end, with the 
maximum of energy, to these 
acts which poison the atmos- 
phere." 

Israeli forces this week cap- 
tured Ahmad A wad Ikmail, 
leader of Fateh's Black Panth- 
er armed wing, along with 
several of his followers at a 
hideout in the West Bank. 

"The arrests constitute a 


flagrant violation of the spirit 
and the letter of the agree- 
ment. Hiis is a dangerous sign. 
We strongly condemn these 
anests whitih poison the p ea c e 
atmosphere," Mr. Subeih said. 

Mr. Subeih said the PLO 
was on the verge of announc- 
ing a Fai^tioian team for the 
talks with Israel. 

He said the PLO leadership 
had been working day and 
night during the last two weeks 
to prepare for implementation 
of the accord and that details 
would be announced soon. 

"All that we want from Mr. 
Rabin is that be facilitates the 
mthdrawal operation (of the - 
Israeli army)," be added. 

Zakaria Al Agha, member 
of the Palestinian negotiating 
team, told Reuters: "Rabin’s 
remarks are a lame excuse for 


measures of repression he is 
taking in the occupied territor- 
ies." 

He said the PLO was ready 
to proride Israel with names of 
the Palestinian team, but the 
accord itself had yet to be 
ratified by the Palatine Cen- 
tral Coimcil. 

The Black Panther arrests 
were widely denounced by 
Palestinians and Mr. Arafat 
appeared upset when he Tefe^ 
r^ to them during a ceremony 
at a cemetery on Friday mark- 
ing the 1985 Israeli bombing of 
the PLO's headquarters in 
Hanunam Adiatt, near Tonu. 

"We want peace but not 
suirender. We want peace for 
our sons and their (the 
Israelis') sons." the Palestinian 
news a^n^ WAFA quoted 
Mr. Arafat as saying. 


PLO guerrUlas mete out summary justice 


By Sakber Abu Al Oun 
Agence France Presse 


RAFAH, Occupied Gaza 
Strip — Three young Palesti- 
nians. blindfolded and hand- 
cuffed. cower under the guns 
of their PLO guerrilla inter- 
rogators in a back alley of a 
Gaza refugM camp. 

The “soldiers" or Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafot are meeting out jus- 
tice guerrilla style on the 
dangerous streets of the Gaza 
Strip, where a PLO police 
force is to take charge when 
the Israeli army withdraws 
before the end of the year. 

One of three inierrogators 
asks questions while the 
other two, in jeans and T- 
shirts. brandish M-16 rifles. 

The accused ap^ar to 
have been beaten. But the 
interrogators did not hit them 
in foont of AFP journalists at 
this poverty-strick camp, 
bordering Egypt. 

One by one Abdul Salam 
,Aref. Bashir Al Badrassawi 
'and Khaled Kassab admit 
their crimes in broken voices. 

On Tuesday, they donned 
masks and brutally mugged 


.55-year-old money-changer 
Ahmad Al Kotati as lie 
walked home in Rafah. 

They bundled him into the 
back of a car, bound and 
blindfoltfed him, stole his 
cash and gold worth $30.(XX) 
and dumped him on some 
waste land. Mr. Kotati was 
still in hospital recovering 
from the beating on Friday. 

Tayssir Al Baraini. 27. de- 
puty leader of the Hawks. 
The armed wing of Fateh, the 
main PLO .group, on the 
Gaza Strip, ordered Mr. 
Bashir's arrest after hearing 
of the theft. 

“We went to Bashir's ' 
bouse after hearing about 
what happened, it's not his 
first robMry," Mr. Bardini 
says. 

“We questioned him and 
' he gave us the name of his 
• accomplices." 

After the confessions, the 
thieves are driven to the 
camp's main square where a 
crowd quickly gathers shout- 
ing “death, death". 

square has seen many 
,a “collaTOrator" or “crimin- 
al" executed by the Hawks 
and when the guerrillas take 
the blindfolds off the three. 


sprawled in the dust. They 
ay out for mercy. 

The Hawjcs lift up each of 
their prey's heads to the 
crowd, before Yussef Al Ar- 
jani draws his pistol and fires 
two bullets into the legs of the 
first man. 

His screams of pain and 
fear mix with the clapping of 
the crowd and the yelling of 
Arab women. 

The second victim is shot, 
but suffers in silence. 

Mr.' Arjani's pistol jams 
and he picks up an M-16 to 
accomplish his task on the 
third man. 

As the gatherinjg app|auds, 
the three Hawks me off a few 
rounds into air. 

Mr. Bardini calls for a car 
to take the wounded men, all 
in their 20's to hospital. 

“We have done me work 
of the Palestinian police," 
Mr. Bardini says. "I want to 
be a police man or a security 
officer. 1 have the expen- 
enoe." 

Mr. Bardini and his com- 
rades are wanted by the 
Israeli authorities for killing 
collaborators, soldiers and 
civilians. 

So they could not go to the 


recruiting offices which 
opened in Gaza last week for 
the new Palestinian police, 
but 11,(X)0 other canmdates 
did. About half can expect to 
b^me ‘irolicemen. 

“Shooting in the legs is a 
symbolic punishment b^use 
the peopte wanted them kil- 
led,^ w. Bardini said. "We 
are continuing to .punish 
those who commit crimes in 
this difficult period." 

The Hawks have received 
orders from Mr. Araftit to 
halt all operations against the 
. Israelis rince the autonomy 
agreement was signed on 
%pt. 13 and have decided 
not to kill any more Palesti- 
nian collaborators or cri- 
minals. 

“We are under orders not 
to violate the ceasefire de- 
dared by our leadership," he 
states. “But we can oefend 
ourselves if the army con- 
tinues to hunt us down." 

Six fighters from the Black 
Panther's. Fateh’s armed 
wing on the West Bank, were 
captured on Wednesday as 
the Israelis pursue wanted 
Palestinians ahead of die 
Oct. 13 deadline for 
autonomy. 


Arab boycott easing, but 


unlikely to go until overall peace 


By Ed Blanche 

The Assodareef Fngss’’ 

NICOSIA — The 43-year-old 
Arab boycott of Israel, de- 
signed to economically iso- 
late the .'Jewish state, is 
crumbling. It is probably just 
a matter of time before it is 
scrapped altogether. 

But peace in the Middle 
East will not guarantee eco- 
nomic intention between 
/Arabs and Israelis and bring 
immediate prosperity to a re- 
gion that has been oii war 
footing for decades. 

Despite the momentum the 
Sept. 13 PLO-Israel pact has 

g 'ven the peace process, the 
lycott is likely to remain 
until a comprehensive 
Mideast settlement is 
achieved. 

Even then, the Arabs may 
insist that Israel scrap its nuc- 
lear weapons and reach 
agreement on water-sharing 
before abandoning an econo- 
mic weapon that has, despite 
many imperfections, isolated 
Israel and curbed its growth. 

The Federation of Israeli 
Chambers of Commerce esti- 
mates that the boycott has 
cost the Jewish state S20 bil- 
lion in lost exports and S16 
billion to S32 billion in lost 
investment. 

But leading Lebanese eco- 
nomist Marwan Iskandar said 




the boycott was never truly 
successful and that Israel s 


li^sses are exaggerated. 

"If it's lifted it won't 


change things much. The im- 
pact will be mainly psycholo- 
gical," Mr. Iskandar told the 
Associated Press. 

The Arab League estab- 
lished the Damascus-based 
Boycott Office in May 1951, 
three years after Israel was 
founds. The boycott bans 
direct financial and commer- 
cial links with Israel and 
urges Arab states not to buy 
goods from companies that 
trade with the Jewish state. 

Cornpanies such as the 
Coca Cola Co. and the Ford 
Motor Co., were blacklisted 
in the Arab World. No com- 
plete list has ever been pub- 
Ushed. but Arab sources be- 
lieve it comprises arouund 
lO.tXX) companies. 

Some Arab states have 
only paid lip service to the 
boycott. Gulf states such as 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have ignored it when buying 
weapons from the United 
States. Israel's main military 
supplier. 

Before the Gulf war. 
Kuwait was one of the most 
zealous boycott enforcers.. 
But in August 1991. six 
months after U.S.-led forces 
ended the Iraqi occupation, 
the Emirate announcea it was 


no longer blacklisting U.S. 
compames that tradra with 
Israel because it needed their 
help to rebuild. 

Israeli sources say that for 
some time Israeli companies 
have been clandestinely sell- 
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars' worth of goods, such 
as foodstuff, furniture and 
electrical appliances, to Arab 
countries, mcluding Iraq and 
Libya. 'Th? sales go through 
third countries such as 
Greece and Cyprus. 


ANALYSIS 


International pressure on 
the Arabs to abandon the 
boycott has been building for 
years, liie Americans parti- 
cularly have encouraged the 
Arabs to ease it as a confi- 
dence-building measure in 
thepeace process. 

The leaders of the Group 
of Seven industrialised na- 
tions called for an end to the 
boycott when they met in 
Tokyo during the summer. 

Japan, which because of its 
dependence on Arab oil has 
long shunned Israel, sent ib 
first economic mission to the 
Jewish state two months ago. 

But Israel has become the 
region's most advanced in- 
dustrial state despite the 


boycott and stands to gain 
most when the remon's ea>- 
nomic barriers fajl. 

Apart from the benefits 
from intemationa] aid. it wilJ 
likely witness a significant in- 
crease in foreign investmenL 
That will compensate for a 
likely sharp drop in direa 
U.S. aid, the Jewish state’s 
economic lifeline for years. 

In theory, Israel would also 
gain access to the vast im- 
port-oriented Arab market of 
some 250 milJioa people. A 
primary target would be the 
oil-rich Gulf, with its insati- 
able appetite for consumer 
^xkIs. 

But Adli Abu Saud, a lead- 
ing Jordanian importer and 
exporter, said Israel will find 
it difficult to compete witii 
countries such as 'Taiwan, 
South Korea and China, 
which have cheaper labour. 

Most Arab states, their 
economies beggared by de- 
cades of conflict and chronic 
mismanagement, are unlikely 
to throw open their doors to 
Israeli entrepreneurs. 

Egypt's breakaway peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979 did 
not yield the integration be- 
tween the region^ two big- 
gest economies that many 
hoped for. 


Ed Blanche, the AP's Middle East news editor, has covered 
the region since 
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Libya: UTA suspec^ 
free to travel to Paris 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Tripoli government is will- 
ing to let two Libyans sus- 
pired in the 1989 bombing of 
a French airliner travel to nris 
to talk to French investigators, 
the Libyan foreign minister 
said Friday. 

"We have informed' (the 
French) that we will ac^t. 
We will not oppore that the 
two petmie accused will go to 
Paris," Foreign Minister Omar 
Al Muntasser told CNN in an, 
interview from New York. 

"Talking with the French is 
easier than taUdng to the Brit- 
irii," he said, alluding to Brit- 
ish and American demands 
that Libya surrender two sus- 
pects indicted in the 1988 
bombing of a Pan American 
jetliner over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. The attack killed 270 
'people. 

In the French case, Parv 
authorities are demanding that 
the two Libyan suspects 
cooperate in the investigation 
into the bombing, in which an 
UTA airliner exploded over 
Niger, killira 170 people. 

French iroreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said Ftiow Libya mnsi 
^ve S written ple(^ to hand 
over the Locirerbie bombing 
suspects before France, Britain 
and the United States lift a 
threat of new sanctions. 

He also said that there was 



no question of- smrating tf \ 

Lockerbie demand^ m fi‘ 

Libya to band oVer the UT.- 
suspects. • . " ; 

He was speaking aft( 

Mr. Muntasser said th: 

Tripoli would allow' the 

Libyans to ^ to Paris, 

thiag Libya bad hitherto 

fti^. . . 

“We want an official c 
signed and dated, not di. . 
tions on CNN," Mr. Juppe to? 
journaUsts. 

He also stressed that '*the< 
is no question of sep^ting d 
two !&rs," referring to tt 
Lockerbie and UTA b(M' 
ins. 

Britain, France and the U 
ited States tabled a resohitk 
to the U.N. Security Conn 
Friday calling for strongi^ 
sanctioi^ against Libya for i'* 
refusal to nand over the su:,-^'- . 
pects in the Pan Am blast.^^ ... 

Ibe three are not pressb v'' 
for an immediate adoption •' ^ ,, 

the sanctions resolution, boi^/iiffl i* 
ing that tabling it wifi uI)UK 
enough to pressure Tripoli ini' 
haudug the me'n over, , 
plomatic sources here said; 

“Intentions are all very we 
but what we want now is a 
tion,’' Mr. Juppe said. 

“If things go DO further th; - 
these dewuetions of inter • • 
the resolution will be put : ' 
the vote." . 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Assad unaware what’s going on — Peres 


* ^ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad doei . 
not understand develo^nents in the Middle East peaoc'^ - 
process because be. refill top-level talks with Israel, Israel 
Foreign Mfoister Shimon ^res said Friday. Mr. Pem,^- 
interinewed in Washington by Israeli Televidon, said ^ 

Assad "does not undeiitand what is happening in the wd^ 
today.’’ “Everyone is talking to everyone else, eveiydiing is i^ 
the open for television to record, nobody is hiefing.'' Th 
Israeli foreign minister told the U.N. General AssemMy 7"^ 

Tuesday that if Syria was really serious about p^ce in thkj H H x ‘ ^ 
Middle East, it would have agreed to top-level public dialogwj v L« * ■t 
wiffi Israel. Mr. Peres was tbe Israeli architect of the peao 
d^ until the Palestine Liberaticm Organisation, wtudi wa:.' - 
thrashed out- in secret in Oslo and signed in Warinngton or 
Sept. 13. S^a, iriiich is stiH technically at war with Israel, c - 
seen as a vital link to any lasting Middle East peace pimi - 
Damascus is seeld^ the retnrn of the Golan Hei|d]|ts. "Mr 
Assad is mistaken if he thinks America and Israel will aceep,-, r 
his oonditioos," Mr. Peres said Friday. "On tbe one hand, h'- . 
is all smiles towards Washington, while on the other, be keep^ 
stabbing Lebanon. We don°t like this .kind of suftering,’’ bT 
said. 


Tunisian journalists in occupied Jerusalen 


OCCUPIED JOERUSALEM (AFP) — Four Tunisian journal - 
ists have been in occupied Jerusalem since Wednesd^ on at 
unprecedented visit, Israeli television reported Fiid^. Tbr 
four, correspondents for official Tunisian Tdevision, arrivet - 
In the occupied West Bank from Jordan, over tbe bridge 
'straddlmg the River Jordan, it said. They are staying in a heto 
in East Jerusalem and filming stories on the West Bank. it B 
Tunisians had refused offers of guidance frxMn the Israi ^^ 
foreign ministry and were instead relying on the Palestiniai 
Press Service here during their weeklong stay, teievision sakiiui, . 
They reftised to take questions from Isi^li journalists. Ista(||f{/^ | 
and Tunisia, whidi houses the headquarters of tbe Palestm 
Liberation Organisation, are still te^ically at war, but - - 
Israeli foreign ministry delegation visited Tunis last wee^ t 
prepare for talks with the PIX) on Palestinian refuses, dm t 
Stan Oct. 12. . . 


’Voice of Peace’ ends broadcasts 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The “Voice of Peace,” a pirate laA. 
station that broadcast a message of peace throughout- th 
.Middle East shut down operations Friday with ah extdade'-. ; 
broadcast of "We sh^ overcome." Owner At»e Natban;sai • 
the 20-year-oid floating rock' station — calling from 
where in the Mediterranean'’ — outlived its purpose one-, 
feraeli prime minister and Palestinian leader Yasser Atak;- :" 
shook bands last month. He scotched plans to rink dm shjp/ 
a symbol of its completed misrion, instead telling listeners re - 
ship would dock in Tel Aviv and become a museum of th; : 
hffddle East peace process. 
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Four killed in Kurdish clashes in Turke]- 


ANKARA (R) — Two rebel Kurds and two Turkisb soldieK::, 
have been killed in dashes on Mount Ararat in easter- 
Ttirfcey, security offidals told the Anatolian news agency o.:~' 
Frklay. Security forces have been atcacidng eamp « of.'A^ 
separatist Kiirdbb Labour Party (PKK) for several weeks ties' r; 
the Armenian border on the slopes of Mount Agri (Araraf^^"' 
where the Bible says Noah's Ark came to rest after & 

Flood. Mora than 7000 people have been killed since the Pn 
began a violent campaign for independence in 1984. 
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A2KS43. 


Fine wcuibcr eooditioM wUl prevoii 
during ihc day becoming cool it night 
with clouds appearing at low ahiludcs. 
and windk will he nonhwcbicrly mod* 
crjic occuionally becoming aciKc. In 
Ai{iha. «-tndb will tw norttwrly modcr* 
ate and seas cahn. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY . 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Motuunmad Ai Nahawi .... 819213 

Dr. Jamil Marecwh 776149 

Dr. Mi^hlcs Halasa 819220 

Dr. Jamal Jabaiah X473S1 

FirasphomiaGy WI9 I2 

Ferdows pharniacy 77833A 

Al Aacnu pharmacy (t37U$S 

Naitoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yocoub ptunnacy 64494S 

ShmcKani pharmacy 637660 

Naiih pharmacy 847632 


Min./Max. temp. 
Amman 16 / iS 


Aqaba 33/20 

Dewm 30/ 12 

Jordan Valley 32 / IK 


Ynicrday*s high icmpcraium; Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 34J, Humidiry rcud- 


ij s uign icmpcraium; nm- 
man m. Aqaba 34.3. Humidity read- 
ings; Amnan 35 per cent. Aqaba S2 
per cent. 


IRBIDs 

Dr. Mcdiammad KhulS 377757 

Alquds pharmacy (_ ) 

ZARQAt 

Dr. &yad Ju'aitcm ) 

KhalHm pbamney 1^17 


EMERGENflES 

Food CoAirelCcAtM 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Dcpartmeni 661 1 1 1 

Ovil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Cmcigmcy 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 1 1 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

BkwdBank 77SI2I 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuMicSeeaiiiy Department A3U32I 

Hold Comi^nts 60S800 

nice Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Cofflplainei 897467 

Amman Munkipalily 

Complahtls 787111 

Tdephone Information 

(dirccion assistance) 121 

Orerscas^b 0HC30 

Ccninil Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62.3101 

AbdMTelet^e Repain 66M0I 

Jordan Tdevinon 773) 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774||| 

Water Aulhoniy 6WIIOO 

Jordan Elcciriciiy Authority ... KI56I5 
Electric Power 

Conway 636381 


lu nigiii inionnaiion 0K-S3200 

Queen Alin Inll. Airport U8-532U0 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Uulidi Maternity. J.Amn... 64^1/6 
AkilchMateniiW.J. Aain.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sunctsani 664l7i/4 

ShmeisBRi Hospital 669131 

Univetsity Hospital 845^ 

Al-Muasher Hamita) 667227/9 

The Islamic, Aboall 666127/37 

Al-AUi.Ahdali 664|64« 

liafian. AI-Mulujiccn 777101/3 

Al-Boshir. J. Asbrafieh 775111/26 

Anny.Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Horeiul 60224fV50 

Anui Hiatal 674155 

ZARQAs 

Zarqa Govi. Hospital (09)963323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

ItmSina Mortal (09)966732 

Al Hiknu Mo£mHo 9 iid (09) 990990 

DtBlD: 

Prinoess Basma Hospital .. (02) 27555 5 

Crack CaihelieHosritnl (02)272275 


IbnAiNafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABAs 

PimcBss Haya Hoqiitel .... (03)314111 


FORTHE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


7Us ia/brmatiea a suppM by Royal 
JbnfafMBfl (RJ) fflftnmiHMi depaR- 
menr nr the Cucen Afn Interm & m a l 
Airport Td. (08IS3200-S, where H 
sboukf afw^ be verified. 


AWnVAKS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


Ms30 BuigkoklRJ) 

M:1S Aqaba(RJ) 

WBI DanuunsilU)* 

69M Jeddah (RJ) 

- Lanua (RJ) 

m-Jt Dow. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 


WdS.. — Bdnn(R)) 

IM9 Doha, Bdnna (RJ) 


ffeW Madrid (RJ) 

ITUS btnbid(RI) 

I7dl Brussels. ^iis(RJ) 

I7dl New York. Aiasicrdani(RJ) 

ndS London (RJ) 

mre Aiben(RJ) 

MSI - VicniB(RI) 

3»M .. — - Ronc(IU) 

26:48 FranUwL Geneva (RJ) 

Other Highta (Terminal 2) 

9B»4S £jrnaca(CY) 

12:31' BaJuuin (GP) 

13G8 Moscow (SU) 

It-JS Cairo (MS) 

1^ Bctnii(ME) 

PEPAimniBS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Highta 

(Terminal 1) 

MM Aqaba (RJ) 

86sl0 BcinitlRJ) 

88:58 nankhirt(RJ) 

IldS Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

11:N Romc(RJ) 

lliM VNAfla(RJ) 

IIGO .... Amsterdam. New York ( 10 ) 

11:48 Istanbul (RJ) 

Athens (Rl) 

28t8S Riyahd(RJ) 

2K30 Jeddah (RJ) 

28:45 DaniBscus(RJ) 

21:18 Aq^. Cairo (RJ) 

21:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

2I:38 Abu Dhabi. Didui(RJ) 

2ls45 Sogaprac. Jakarta (RJ) 


“ Bangkokll 

22M5 $mmb(I 

Other Flights (rermfnal LI 

Uin 8 ci(C>.\;' 

Dota.BahfmaK • - 

28 d 5 Chho^ 

market nnciS' 

l^Vaetowcr price in tSs per _ 

in, '*•*1 Tl 

Cabbage jjo. ^ w 

Onrot aw 

Cauliflower ^ . 

Cboiinbcis (small) 3 «/ 

iBBplani ybt\ 

^7 2 »/L 

SSS':::;:::;-- ^ ^ 

Marrow (tafgc) 3 / - 

Manw( 5 maU) 4 d 0 / V I.. • a 

ST!!'.:;:;; — '5n.|l 

Onk»(diy) 2j0/ *< 

^PperOtot) 29 / 

PBppcr(swcei) 2 «/ Jfi- , 

Pritaio 4 «< ^ 

TomuM -Jjlh ^ 

swcctmcioo,..,....;;;;;;^“"„ as® 

WatCTm^oa .. Z! 0 f, 

— y -i*. MS 
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.In . nnirk i n g Arab Chfld Day, tfae edncation of 
yonngsters fnan Salt, as mU % all the 
nation's chOdren, will be focus of a Natimml 


A»ociatiMi for the Edocation of the Child 
conference (Staff pboto by Ayns^y Floyd) 


Group to review child education 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
‘ ■ ' National Association for the 

; ' i'-'-H .Education of the Child 
, (NAEC) Saturday announced 
' " ;that it would hold a national 
' 'conference next week on diild 
education in Jordan. 

" . Oraanised in cooperation 
*KIEI with theUnhed Nations (^dren’s 
Fond (UNICEF), the conference 
review working papers on 
; children's culture ai^ educa- 

'■>9 UoD, related Jegjslation, the 

' role of fomily members in child 
and promoting diH- 
■ education, the role of 

kindergartens and nurseries, 
' ai^ropfiate environment 

'I for childrm's education, the 


m 


role of television and radio in 
augmenting school ^ucation, 
the role of play and toys in 
children's culture, books and 
magazines .for diildren and the 
role of the theatre in promot- 
ing the scopes of knowledge 
among Jorosnian children. 

NAlEC President Moham- 
mad Hassan announced Satur- 
day that the association will 
ob^rve Arab Child Day today 
(Sunday) through a series of 
acti^txes that would be orga- 
nised under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

He said that the two-day 
conferenhe, which begins 
Wednesday, is regarded as foe 


major activity on this occasion, 
adfong that foe NAEC would 
be organising ^ning courses 
for nursery and kindergarten 
teai'hPTs in Irbid. 

'N^ts will be organised to 
museries and ^fls will te distri- 
buted to the children. Dr. Has- 
san said. 

Other association activities 
include a series of seminars to 
promote children's education 
programmes and training for 
television and radio scriptwri- 
ters to help produce better 
quality materiaj for diildren's 
programmes. 


^zraq is to be site of 3-day 
JSCEP environmental activity 


■ ■■ .^AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
•’ .!'>nian Socie^ for the Control of 
"-Environmental Pollution 
'■ ‘ -(JSCEP), in cooperation with 

‘->'-»;i-'the German Friedrich 
' Naumann Foundation, is orga- 
' ;:ii;njiising aforee-day emironmen- 
“tal activity in Azraq beginning 
Monday. 


by educating foe students. 

Lectures on environmental 
issues and environmental films 
will be delivered. 

The Mobile Exhibition unit 
will be situated at north Azraq 
Sports Gub. 


on foe overpumping of under- 
ground water in Jordan, foe 
conservation of biodiversity, 
population growth and its im- 
^ on foe environment, deser- 
tification in Jordan and foe 
environmental dimension with- 
in foe democratisation of Jor- 
dan. 

Tfae aim of this seminan is ttf 


Mo^v . On Tuesday, Oct. 5. seminar dan. 

. on ‘'Eovironmental l^blems The aim of this seminan is td 

Ji? bje held highlight the, enviiQpnspental 

P 'Otft. 4 ind Wedh^^ay Oct. o, at Al^ayad Hotel in A 2 aaqji.';^>' '^rob&msC exi^tihg itt ’ A2faq, 

, which will be held in coopera- where representatives from cIMa' ,and.td incieaso publkuauiare- 


\^ tion .with the Ministi 7 ><,pf-. 
' ^ucation, will include a visit 

*■ school students of north and 

south Azraq to foe Mobile 
whidi aims to cre- 
'“~'/'^‘ate environmental awareness 


where representatives from foq,).' 
public and private -sectors in 
foe area and interested indi- 
viduals are invited to partici- 
pate. 

Experts from various public 
institutes will deliver lectures 


oadcdS^ 






WHAT’S GOING ON 


' The following iisriqgs are cotofnled from monthly builetins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Jfeadeis are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concented institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Opesnig of an exhibitiOD of etching by MohamDiad Omar 
Khaia at Darat A1 Funun of foe Abdul Hamid Sboman 
FoondatioB in Jabai Lnwcibdeb. 6dM p.m. Also showing 
foe permanent exhibition. Tdepbone 643251/2. 

•tr Plastic ait extaSiition by artist Hussein Daaseh at tiie Alia 
Art GaHery. 

' It Caricatnre drawings exUWtion by artists Mustafa A1 Wawi 
and Ala* Tabash at tiie University of Jordan’s Student 
AfEsfars Department, 

"h Exhifdtion of and old manuscripts at the Riqwl 

Cnlta^ Centre. 

■h Paintk^ whiMWii by artist. Fateh Moudarres at tiie 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

. ii Ait mMtatiim entitled ''Eastern Dandiig — Entertainment 
In Spare Tbne’* by Sgrid Bcnsemann at Goethe Institute. 
•h Hie Fbst Tiitwnarimiai Festival ei Fnw Arts in Jordan 
"Cdonr U gfat in the Nabatean Civilisation'* at 
the Jordan Ntfioiial Gallery of Fine Arts in Jordan. 


DRAMAS 


^ ChOdren's.draina <* "*^**^ “Aladdin’s Lamp** st the Royal 
Cnharal Centre at 1:00 a.m. 

ic Folklora drama entitled '*Hie Season” at the R<qral Cnharal 

Centre-at 8:00 p.in. 

FILMS 

ir Him entitled “The Body Snatchers** at the American 
Centre at SHM' p.m. 


OBITUARY 

The mourning of 

Mrs. Rose Odolf Albert 
Shibley 

Age passed away in Amman Sept. 
30, 1993. 

Her remains will be sent to Eng l a n d on 
Monday Oct. 4, 1993 to be buried there. 


^aiKl,.ta.incFeaf»o puMfauAUiare- 
ness of foese problems- 

Moreover it aims to provide 
an appropriate atmosphere for 
dialo^e and debate. 

The seminar start at 9:30 
a.m. 

PSD 

closes 

bridge 

crossing 

centres 

AMMAN (Petra) —The Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
centres that were opened dur- 
ing the summer to organise 
travel across the King Hussein 
Bri(^ to the West Bank have 
been dosed in view of the 
decline in foe number of visi- 
tors to the Israeli occupied 
territory. 

The PSD said in a statement 
that as of today (Oct. 3), 
travellers will not need to reg- 
ister in advance for their turn 
to cross to the West Bank and 
can go direaly to foe bridge. 

During the summer the 
number of visitors crossing 
from Jordan to foe West Bank 
is greatly increased and this 
often causes congestion. The 
foe PSD centres are opened 
every summer to reflate 
travel and fiidlitate the cros- 
sing procures. 


Majali holds follow-up meeting with RJ board 


By a Jmvian Times 
'Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam al Majali Satur- 
day held a meeting with the 
Board of Directors of Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), the national 
earner, to discuss the airline's 
operations and its situation in 
general against the backdrop 
^ plans to privatise the airline. 

During the meeting, 
attended by RJ President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Jamal BaJqez and 
the airline's vice-presidents. 
Dr. Majali reaffirmed his gov- 
ernment's commitment to 
addressing the problems of the 
carrier, official sources said. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said foe meeting made a 
general review of foe airline's 
operations during the past 
month and the prime minister 
gave his instructions on RJ 
noUcies in the next phase, 
without giving specific details. 

The sources recalled that 


Chile 

wants to 

import 

more 

phosphate, 

potash 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chile is 
interested in promoting trade 
and economic cooperation 
wifo Jordan, and foe two 
sides are currently studying 
prospects for joint ventures, 
according to Chilean Ambas- 
. sador to Jordan Nelson 
Hadad Heresi Saturday. *‘We 
are detennined to increase 
- our imports of phosphate and 
from Jordan and we 
are currently conducting talks 
on means of carrying out 
joint ventures in mining," 
said the ambassador. 

It is hoped that an 
Amman-based project would 
be initiated soon with joint 
ChileanpJordanian capital. 
‘. and Chilean expertise in min- 
ing, he added. 

He noted that a Jordanian 
delegation is already in Chile 
to follow up on disoisaons of 
foese matters and also on 
setting up a phosphoric acid 
plant in Joidan wifo joint 
funding. 

Furthermore, foe ambassa- 
dor stressed the need for a 
direct maritime route linking 
Chilean ports with Aqaba. 
After the transportation 
obstade has been overcome 
economic and trade relations 
between foe two countries 
would have new avenues for 
progress, added Or. Heresi. 

Referring to other fields of 
cooperation, the ambassador 
said that at the beginning of 
1993 the two countries began 
implementing a cultural 
agreement which provides for 
cooperation in education, sci- 
ence, culture, arts, sports, 
information and media, 
health and social develop- 
ment. 

In implementation of this 
agreement, he added, the 
two sides will exchange visits 
by delegations which would 
pave the way for cooperation 
in these fields. 

Jordan and Chile have 
agreed to send Jordanian 
broadcasters for Spanish lan- 
guage courses in Chile to 
enhnace Jordan's radio 
broadcasts ro South America 


Dr. Majali and several mem- 
bers of his cabinet had met 
with the RJ executives in Au- 
gust and promised to find a 
solution to the airline's finan- 
cial problems “once -and for 
all." 

Saturday's meeting came as 
a follow-up to that meeting, 
and after a cabinet decision to 
appoint former Hnance Minis- 
ter Basel Jardaneh as chairman 
of the board of directors of RJ. 

Mr. Jardaneh, a prominent 
banker,, left government in 
May after serving for more 
than five years dunng which he 
is credited with successfully 
leading Jordan out of a severe 
financial crisis exacerbated by 
S8.3 billion in foreign debt . 

Mr. Jardaneh has not taken 
formal office at foe RJ and 
offidals said a Royal Decree 
was expected to be issued soon 
confirming his new post. 

Meanwhile, officials wel- 
comed the appointment of Mr. 
Jardaneh and said that they 
expected the former finance 


minister to work out solutions 
to the financial problems of the 
airline, mainly its foreign debt 
accumulated over the years. 

Although privatisation is 
cited as the best means to 
address the carrier's problems 
caused by debts estimated at 
over JD260 million, the trans- 
formation is expened to take 
several years. 

“In foe interim, one could 
count on the vast experience of 
Mr. Jardaneh in dealing with 
debt issues in general to come 
up with short-term and 
medium-term solutions to the 
airline's financial crunch,” said 
a senior official. 

While serving as finance 
minister, Mr. Jardaneh was 
also closely involved in the 
overall financial status of the 
airline in that he had to fend 
off foreign pressure on the 
government to settle RJ's debt 
repayment obligations. 

Mr. Jardaneh is known to 
have been one of the advocates 
of privatising the airline. But, 


as another senior official 
summarised the wish of some 
RJ employees. “Mr. Jardaneh 
will come up with a solution 
without privatisation if there is 
such a solution.” 

However, it is highly unlike- 
ly that there could be such a 
solution except through a mas- 
sive infusion of government 
funds which will retain the 
state ownership of the airline. 
Successive governments ha\*e 
ruled out that course. 

An international consultan- 
cy company is assessing the 
airline's financial status, in 
terms of its assets and oper- 
ational revenues etc. with a 
view to preparing the best 
mechanism for privatisation. 

The airline has been making 
operational profits, but debt 
servicing obligations have been 
pushing it heavily into the red. 

“Mr. Jardaneh is highly re- 
spected and his views ' and 
approach carry a lot of weight, 
particularly that he is verv well 
versed in the workings of gov- 


ernment.” noted a senior 
bureaucrat. ‘1 could easily say 
that there would be closer in- 
teraction between the execu- 
tive authority and the airline, 
and common grounds on va- 
rious issues would not be diffi- 
cult to reach between the 
two." 

Mr. Jardaneh succeeds 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, a lead- 
ing industrialist and chairman 
of the Jordanian Giamber of 
Industry, who resigned more 
than tu'o years ago. 

No appointment was made 
to replace Mr. Abu Hassan 
since his resignation, and the 
deputy chairman of the hoard, 
the chief of the Jordanian Air 
Force, has been presiding owr 
board meetings. 

The airline is also waiting for 
u replacement to be named for 
Khalil Taihouni, who also res- 
igned along with Mr. Abu Has- 
san. 

The executive decisions of 
the airline are taken by Mr. 
Balqez. 


Domestic tourism survey shows citizens want 
employer organised trips, extended weekend 


AMMAN (Petra) — A survey 
conducted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, on domestic 
tourism in the Kingdom has 
revealed that 80 per cent of the 
Kingdom's citizens take their 
fiimilies on trips inside the 
country, but nearly 96 per cent 
bellied that the private and 
public sectors could organise 
group trips for their em- 
ployees, and 88.5 per cent said 
that the weekend should be 
extended to two days to enable 
citizens to tdsit tourist centres. 

According to the survey of 


SOO people selected at random 
in various govemorates. nearly 
74 per cent believe that Jorda- 
nians spend less than two days 
on sufo domestic trips, and 
five per cent believe that 
Jordanians spend more chan 
four days. 

At least 46 per cent of the 
replies criticised the private 
tourism seaor for not doing 
enough to promote domestic 
tourism, and 71 per cent said 
that hotel rates were unsuit- 
able for limited income groups. 


The survey also disclosed 
that 44,75 per cent of those 
polled believe that radio and 
television promotion of domes- 
tic tourism is , insufficieiu and 
nearly 80 per cent believe that 
advertisement in the press 
promoting tourism was lack- 
ing. 

Twenty six per cent of those 
polled said that most people 
would like to visit Aqaba. 
21.75 per cent chose Petra and 
14.45 per cent said that Jerash 
would be the most popular. 


Some of the people ques- 
tioned suggested that special 
rates be made available for 
large families and limited in- 
come groups to encourage 
them to make domestic trips, 
and some suggested national 
campaigns to clean up areas 
near the archaeological sites 
and improve the condition of 
road leading to them. Other 
suggestions included that 
ambulances be available at 
tourist sites and that museums 
be built in various govemo- 
raies to attract visitors. 


Norway’s Kjell Baekkelund 
to hold piano recital tonight 


S. Korean envoy praises 
Jordan’s investment climate 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under foe pat- 
ronage of Their Higiinesses 
Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid and 
Princess Majda, foe National- 
Music Conservatory — Noor 
Al Hussein Founration and 
foe Scandinavian Ijsdies . of 
Amman, in cooperation with 
the Jordan Inter.COntinental 
Hotel, have invited Norwe^an 
patno virtuoso l^ell Baekke- 
lund to Jordan ror a unique 
recital. The maestro will oer- 
form on tonight (Sunday) at 
8:00 p.m. in the hotel's bal- 
lroom. 

Mr. Baekkelund has an im- 
pressive track record which is 
his 


scribe, is present in the pro- 
cess, making the result particu- 
lariy musical and beautiful. A 
^^ennese playing Mozart, a 
COech playing Dvorak or a 
Norwegian playing Grieg in 
foe case of Mr. Baekkelund, 
make perfect combinations. 

Amman's recital will include 
.works-' by 'Handel, Mozaat,<b( 
Bartok. -Schumann.- Debussy, 
Chopin and" naturally Norwe- 
gian composer Edvard Grieg. 

An American critic, H.C. 
Schoenberg, remarked that 
Baekkelund's interpretation of 
Rachnuuiinoff > ; ~ could be com- 
pared to RafomninofTs own! 
What else can be added? 


AMMAN (Petra) South Ko- 
rean Ambassador to Jordan 
Hahn Choon Lee Saturday 
said foe Kingdom provides an 
attractive setting for foreign 
investments because of its ex- 
cellent and developed infras- 
.tructure. 

Speaking q.h the eve of 
South Korea's' ' national day 
anniverea^. Mr. Lee said Jor- 
dan is 'Car. more developed than 
many countries of the nwon. 
He said Jordan and ^uth 
Korea are closely linked 
through various forms of coop- 
eration, and the progress in 
relations has been continuing 
since foe establishment of di- 
plomatic ties in 1962. 

Referring to the Kingdom's 


participation in an internation- 
al exhibition held in Seoul. Mr. 
Lec said the event, which 
opened in August and ends on 
Nov. 7. includes the participa- 
tion of 112 nations and 33 
world organisations and offers 
a good opportunity for enhanc- 
ing Korean-Jordanian relations 
by opening the door for further 
economic, technological and 
cultural cooperation. 

The two countries last July 
signed an executive program- 
me for foe implementation of a 
two-year cultural agreement 
aimed at promoting youth, 
spots, cultural and other ex- 
changes, noted the ambassa- 
dor. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ordinary Issue Na 18 



Drawing of October 2, 1993 


Wimung Tickets 


Greetings From 

Talk Of The Town Discotheque 

TAe atmaspbetre creators 

We are pleased to announce to our members 
■ guests our new daily schedule as of 

Oc^tober 1, 1993. 

Monday: Drinks half price all night long 
Wednesday: (Ladies night) free entry to all ladies. 

Thursday: A welcome drink + a free entry ticket for Saturday night. 
Sunday: (Matinee Disco) from 6:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. 

Why not come and see, for yourself, the very latest lighting effects. 
Also hear and feel the power of our earthquake sound system the 
""only one of its kind in Jordan, introduced to you by our two live DJ’s 
We open nightly from 9:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. except Sunday 
Matinee Disco and Tuesday closed. 

For more information and reservation 
please contact phone: 685211 


Holder of ticket No. 47039 
Wins JD 30,000 


Holder of ticket No. 69536 

Wins JD 7,000 


Holder of ticket No. 28710 
Wins JD 3J00 


Holder of ticket No 63179 
Wins JD 2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 96182 
Wins JD 1400 


Holder of ticket No. 82996 
Wins JD 1,200 


Holder of ticket No. 34741 
Wins JD 1,000 


Holder of ticket No. 23292 
Wins JD 800 


Ten consouiion prizes loiaibna JD I.M0 --ucn A.rrj jd 120 

57039 48039 47139 47049 47030 
37039 46039 47939 47029 47038 


Ten cQr&Qiaton fuccs toian.ng JD TOO e.icn Aim JD TO 

79536 60536 69636 69S46 69537 
59536 68536 69463 69526 69535 


Ten consoiaiion piu» toi^M'inq JD 4M each A.rts jd 40 

38710 29710 28810 28720 28711 
18710 27710 28610 28700 28719 


Ten cpnsolaiion prees ioiaiiing JD 200 .'acn ju jo 

73179 64179 63279 63189 63170 
53179 62179 63079 63169 63178 


Ten conuMaiion piae& loiaiiing JD ISO e.ach A.nt jd IS 

06182 97182 96282 96192 96183 
86182 95182 96082 96172 96181 
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History made with promise 

THE CREATION of a Jordanian-Americaii-lsra^ 
workmg group to advance regional economic de- 
velopment has come as a result of yet another mnjor 
Inre^cthrough in the peace process that found 
expression in a tripartite White House meeting 
comprisii^ Present Bill Clinton, His Royal H^h- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

The meeting is indeed a l andmar k in the history 
of this region, but it has to be seen in its proper 
perspective: A natural extension of the Arab-Israeli 
peace process which started with the Madrid peace 
conference and resulted so far in the autonomy 
s^reement between Israel and the PLO. 

What is truly significant about the meeting is that 
it has produced a wider reo^pition of the need to 
constmet a r^jonal approach to development over 
and above the specific needs of the Palestinians. . 

The Washington donors’ conference on the 
Palestinian dinKnskm of the Arab-lsraeli peace 
talks witnessed no less than 43 nations pledging a 
considerable, albeit insufficient, amount of intema- 
tkmal funds that will finance the birtii of Palestinian 
seif-govemment. By the end of the conference about 
$2 billion was proinised to bankroll the efforts to 
build Palestinian nationhood and institutions. 
Against this backdrop, the simuttaneous meeting 
between President Clinton, Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Peres acquires an added importance since it has 
cotminated in a greater appreciation of the need to 
expand the scope of economic support in ordor to 
reach other states in the Middle East. 

In its own right, the projected joint working 
group is of far-reaching im|riicatioiis for the peace 
process. The group will certainly enable Jordan to| 
parlidpate more effectivdy in reconstruction and 
development of the occupied territories, sometiiiiig 
iJiat many Jordanians and Palestinians would want 
to see happenii^. 

But more importantly, the meeting opens new 
avenues in' Jordan and Israel to reach lasting 
peace. It will shape a final settiement whose 
objective is to ensure stabilily and progress for the 
whole re^on. 

It is less certain, however, that such meeting, 
important as they may be, can on thdr own usher 
the start of a revointionary process in dealings 
b etwee n the Arabs and Israel. Recondliatioa and 
the est^dlshnient <iS normal relations, will take 
time, since the peoples have to be ready for them 
firsL Jordanians in particnlar will need to see sidid 
iwt^rcss on the Palestinian and other Arab fronts 
bef<M% they make fundamental changes in attitudes 
towards Israel. 

Besides, Jordan, whidi has shouldered a heavy 
responsibility since the beginnings of the Palestinian 
problem, has to be assn^ that the world recog- 
nises its important role in pushing the process 
forward and has to address its kgitiniate concerns. 

To this effect we can only welcome President 
Clinton’s pledge Friday to work towards reducing 
Jmdan’s debt bnrden, wiiidi is partly the result of 
the nega ti ve oonseqnences of the Palestinian prob- 
lem. More needs to be done, of course, for the 
peoples of this part of the world, in order to ensure 
lasting peace and prosperity. But we are hopeful 
that a step has been taken in the right direction. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARI^ 

ALL THE Western nations support Boris Yeltsin against 
democracy and the Russian president's drive to oust the 
representatives of the people of Russia, said At Ra*i daily 
Saturday. The Western nations consider Mr. Yeltsin's actions 
to be in line with a Western-style democracy and therefore 
they continue to support him in the face of the people of 
Russia, added the daily. We should not be surprisiMj at this 
Western attitude since this is the kind of democracy which the 
Western countries believe in and dnee the Western nations are 
only interested in insulting the people of the former Soviet 
Union and causing further divisions among the Russian ranks 
SO that no more Russian or Soviet empires can be created later 
on and endanger Western interests, said the daily. The events 
in Russia open our eyes to a big lie called 'human rights'* and 
another lie called "world peace and security." continued the 
paper. It said that during the communist regime, the West 
used to launch attacks on Moscow for stifling the voice of the 
people, but we see Mr. Yeltsin following the sam<' policy* and 
trying with all his might and with backing from the Western 
nations to silence the Russian people's voice. 

AL DUSTOUR commented on a meeting in Washington 
between His Royal Highness Croun Prince Hassan, President 
Ointon and the Israeli foreign minister, saying that ii came in 
response to Mr. Clinton's invitation. The tripartite meeting 
was required to pave the ground for a just and durable peace 
and to offer Jordan a better chance to present its case, said the 
paper. It said that Jordan hopes hat through such a meeting it 
can bring about a change in W'ashingtons stand and force 
Israel to accept the idea of exchanging land for peace. Prince 
Hassan has presented the Jordanian case and focused the 
Israeli and the American attention on the need for a peace 
based on justice and peace tht cun entail regional cooperation 
at ail levels, including the future of refugees, economic 
cooperation and sharing of the region's water resources on 
equitable basis, said the daily. No protocols can bring about a 
Just and comprehensive peace if the Palestinians are deprived 
of their rights, added the daily. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fnhed A1 Fanek 


Lifting of economic boycott 
should not come by itself 


ONE of the side effects of the Palestinian-Israeli accord is that 

the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) has provided 
Israel with a to the entire Arab World. If the reason 

behind the Arab economic boycott of Israel was the recovery 
of Palestinian rights, it may seem unjustified after the PLO. 
the sole le^timate representative of the Palestinian people, 
decided to recognise the state of Israel, to conclude a peace 
agreement with Israel, to cooperate economically with Israel 
through free trade, the establishment of joint Israeli- 
Palesiinian industrial projects and to form joint committees to 
reconcile and coordinate with Arab countries over multilateral 
issues such as the exploration of the Dead Sea, tourism, water 
resources, and the like. 

This is not the time to pass judgment on whether the 
agreement was among equals or to show the imbalance 
between the exchanged concessions and mutual recognitions, 
or. for that matter, to conduct a cost/benefit analysis. 

We embark from the assumption that the Palestinian-Israeli 
agreement is now a given. It is an independent Palestinian 
d^sion which we in Jordan have no alternative but to 
support. Dwelling on the shortcomings of the accord is not 
productive. We understand that the ^lestinians went along 
with the deal because of the simple fact that Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation have nothing to lose even if the deal is not 
fair, which it was not, while they have a lot to ^n if things 
develop in the right direction. 

The alternative for reaching an early peace agreement is the 
continuation and suppression, contiscation of land in favour of 
Jewish settlers and the possible collapse of the PLO itself 
under the impact of financial and political crisis. 

The question then is what should we, in Jordan, do 
regarding the boycott, especially when the superpower. 
America, started to put pressure for an eariy abolishment of 
•the Arab economic boycott of Israel, without waiting for the 
formal conclusion of peace agreements with the Jewi^ state? 

It may be right to argue that the Arab boycott was imposed 
by the Arab League and could not therefore be removed 
before a decision to that effect is made by the league. This may 
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ease the pressure on Jordan a little bit. at least for some time. 

but it is not a sufficient response . because the Jordanian 
position is more advanced nationally than the position of the ' 

post-GuIf war Arab League in its new role under Esmat Abdul 

M^id. 

The league is more willing to yield to American pressure 
without even demanding a price for sudi huge concessions. As 
a matter of foct, the Arab League secretary general is 'more in 
a hurry than America itself. He complained recently that no 
Arab state has yet submitted a request or draft drasion to 
abolish the Arab economic boycott to Israel. 

course it is abmrd to be required to trade with Israel 
before we are allowed to trade with Iraq. It is' equally odd for 
America to be lecturing against the concept of economic 
boycott as a means of defence against an aggressor while it 
practices boycott against victims sudi as Cuba, Vietnam and 
Iraq. 

We. of course, understand that a small country like Jordan 
cannot stand the pressure of the supreme power and that we 
have only logical arguments to support our poiriL 

In our view, the early remov^ of boyc^ by Jordan 
requires, as a prerequisite, an early Israeli withdrawal from 
Joraanian occupied territories, an early division of water 
resources and early return of the Palestinian refugees of 1967 
opt for the return of their homeland. 

Jordan has no cards to play against Israel except economic 
boycott, political recognition, normalisation of relations or 
unblocking the channel to the Arab World. We should not 
surrender any of these cards, even if sp^fically requested to 
do so by the PLO, e^wept ^rmst answering our own demands 
and rights, which were ofraaliy acknowl^ged, expUddy or 
implicitly, in the agreed agenda between Jordan and Israel 
signed on Sept. 14. 1993. 

If the United States is pressing Jordan for an early 
performance of its peace obligations, it should pressure Israel 
ror early performance of its duties towards Jordan. An honest 
broker should be even-handed and leave aside double- 
stand^ practices. 








ARAB j 

Boycott 1 

BHH 

of I 


l?RREL I 











• ^ 

^’1 k 


Palestinians, Jordan plan economic integration 


(Contiinwd from 1) 

The official said a free zone 
area would be set up in the 
Jordan Vaiiey in addition to 
guarantees for the free two- 
way movement of labour and 
transit of goods and the setting 
up of storage houses in the 
Jordan Valley for goods ship- 
ped between Palestine and Jor- 
dan. 

He added that the Jordanian 
public and private sectors 
would assist Palestinians in 
building their inhastructure. 

**The crossing points be- 
tween the two banks will be 
expanded and probably new 
ones will be opened." he said. 
Other fields of cooperation in- 
clude tourism, joint ventures, 
etc. 

Mr. Qurai said that in eco- 
nomics, **we know of no totally 
independent economy that ex- 
ists. but we hope to achieve a 
'strong viable independent 
j Palestinian economy, and we 
lhave the necessary qualifica- 
.tions." 

He said Palestinian require- 
ments for a strong economy 
are at least $12 billion in seven 
years — twice what the World 
Bank has estimated. 

“With sufficient funds and if 
Palestinians follow a proper 
economic restructuring pro- 
cess. Palestinians can achieve 
an independent, strong eco- 
nomy in two years," Mr. Qurai 
said. 

He said that overall invest- 
ments required to achieve an 
independent national economy 
were estimated at $11.6 billion 
for seven years in 1991 prices, 
and over $13 billion in 1994 
prices. 

These estimates were prop- 
osed in the SOO-page seven- 
year Palestinian Development 
Plan prepared three-and-a-half 
years ago by Mr. Qurai's 
Tunis-based department in 
coordination with 61 economic 
expens from the occupied ter- 
ritories and 25 Palestinian and 
Arab experts such as Dr. 
Jawad Al Anani and Dr. Taher 
Kanaan. 

The purpose of the plan was 
to counter arguments in the 
early 80s which said that the 
establishment of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state would 
not be economically viable. 

Mr. Qurai said the World 
Bank, the European Commun- 
ity and other international 
a^ncies approved the Palesti- 
nian plan as a guideline for 


future development projects to 
be set up in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The PLO participated in a 
U.S.-sponsor^ global meeting 
in Washington on Friday to 
raise funds for the PLO-lsrael 
peace plan. The World Bank 
said the Palestinians would 
ne^ $500 million to $550 mil- 
lion a year over the next five 
years for a total of $2.5 billion 
or more. Tliis estimate was 
based on economic priorities 
mentioned in the Palestinian 
{rian. 

“We need $6 billion in three 
years and $2 billion/year for a 
period of seven years before 
we can have a strong indepen- 
dent economy." said Samir 
Abdullah, a member of the 
Palestinian peace team and a 
renowned economist, said. 

He said that Palestinians 
estimated their needs by at 
least $2 billion each year to 
enable them to reach the eoo-' 
nomic standards of other states 
in the Middle East region with- 
in a period of five to seven 
years. 

Mr. Qurai said die World 
Bank’s estimate, which is the 
guideline for the U.S.- 
sponsored fund-raising effort, 
“was short of our estimated 
needs, and not sufficient to 
build the damaged economy of 
the occupied territories which 
has suffered total dependence 
on Israel and was tailored to 
benefit the occupation's econo- 
mic needs for the past 26 
years." 

Mr. Qurai said the Oslo 
accord's economic annexes 
allow Palestinians to gradually 
build an independent eco- 
nomy. 

“The accord's annexes stress 
the independence of the 
Palestinian economy ... econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
Israeli and Palestinian econo- 
mies is an Israeli admission to 
the principle of cooperation 
with an independent Palesti- 
nian entity." Mr. Qurai* said. 

He added that according to 
the agreement, Israel has rec- 
ognised the Palestinian econo- 
mic rights such as equal utilisa- 
tion of water, "but the process 
of achieving our foil rights will 
be gradual.". 

Our wate'ir rights are 850 
million cubic metres of which 
we are allowed to use only 120 
million cubic metres. Our 
share will be gradually in- 
creased until we achieve our 
foil water share rights." he 


said. “This does not obstruct 
our right to bund our indepen- 
dent eoontMny." 

He said Palestinian priorities 
for building this economy are 
the restructuring of the existing 
infrastructure which was set up 
to serve the Israeli occupa- 
tion's economic needs and 
linking the Palestinian eco- 
nomy to that of Israel, llie 
standard of living in the occu- 
pied territories is one tenth of 
that in Israel. 

Palestinian per capita in- 
come is $1000 in Gaa Strip 
and $1400 in the West Bank, 
while it reached $10,600- 
$12,000 in Israel. Hie FUesti- 
nian economy makes up less 
than five per cent of the frraeli 
economy. 

Mr. ^rai' said among the 
Palestinians* priorities is the 
immediate setting up of the 
Palestinian economic and 
national institutions to effi- 
ciently administer the eco- 
nomy. 

'‘These institutions should 
be free from any bureaucratic 
measures and should be dyna- 
mic in order to activate the 
Palestinian economy and its 
structures towards develop- 
ment and growth." he said. 

Another pressing priority is 
the setting up of public and 
private sector projects that 
would absorb thousands of 
Palestinian workers and unem- 
ployed labour. Fifty percent of 
the Palestinian labour force is 
unemploy^, he said, adding 
tiiat Palestinians will strive for 
a free c< 'nomy whidi will de- 
pend o transparency and 
strict au dng in order to avoid 
comiptiun which would sev- 
erely ruin any existing or 
emerging economy. 

Taking into account some 
international donors' objec- 
tions to contributing funds 
directly to the PLO, Mr. 
Qurai' said: "Palestinians will 
not be receiving cash fiinds to 
build their economy; instead 
foreign aid will go to infras- 
tructure projects, supervised 
by the Palestinians.” 

"We don't need cash money, 
we need projects,” be said. 

Mr. Qurai* said the Euro- 
pean Community and the U.S. 
were in disagreement over the 
mechanism by which major 
donors can coordinate dona- 
tions with both the Israelis and 
Palestinians as well as with the 
World Bank. 

"Whatever mechanism is set 
up by the World Bank, Palesti- 


nians should have an active 
role and in its mandate.” he 
said. 

He said the PLO had set up 
an emergency authority whidi 
will supervise and coordinate 
development projects in the 
occufxed territories with inter- 
national donors. This Palesti- 
nian Emergen^ Development 
and Restriicturing Authority 
(PEDRA) would be based in 
the occupied territories, he 
said. 

“PEDRA will become the 
World Bank's partner in super- 
vising projects," he said. “It 
vrill determine the kind of p^ 
jects the occupied territOTies 
need, and any international 
ag»Ky or oonqi^ that will 
implement a project wfll have 
to be subcontract with PED- 
RA because Palestinians in- 
tend to employ their own 
workers and to benetit from 
the tediDology in use." 

He warned international 
donors against bureaucratic 
restrictions and delays in dian- 
nelling funds to the occupied 
territories because “seriously 
damaged conditions in foese 
areas cannot afford any de- 
lays." 

The PLO official said only 
qualified Palestinians and ex- 
perts in all fields of life would 
be involved in the process of 
establishing and building the 
Palestinian institutions and in- 
terim government bodies in ^e 
occupied territories in order to 
ensure its success and con- 
tinuation. “We will not have 
people running the ^ow be- 
cause of their contacts or 
past," be said, waniing that the 
process of disengaging the 
closely intertwined I^estinian 
economy from that of Israel 
would Ik a difficult and gra-^ 
dual process. 

Isr^l's acceptance to sign 
the PLO-lsrael accord, from 
his point of view, was to pre- 
vent the sudden and forceful 
untying of these links by 
Palestinians. 

“The Palestinian market is 
the second most important 
market for Israel after the 
U.S. , and the process of wrest- 
ling the Palestinian economy 
out of Israel’s hands is a pain-' 
fill one; therefore it will ^ j 
gradual,” he said. j 

He said the PLO considers | 
Jordan, in this process, “the | 
Palestinians' basic partner, and 
an agreement with Jordan on 
economic cooperation is a 
must." 


BRUS^LS — Russian Presi- 
deat Boris 'Yeltsin has dropped 

a bomb^ell on NATO just as 

die alliance had begun to con- 

sider whether it should move 

to the East by taldng on some 

Of its former Warsaw Pact foes 
as mcBibers. 

Mr. Yeltan warned Western 
governments in a letter diis 
week not to e:q)^ NATO 
membership and instead sug- 
gested that bis country and the 
alliance togethCT could guaran- 
tee the security of Eastern 
Europe, diplomats in Paris 
have said. 

While NATO declined aU 
official comment, diplomats 
said the proposals could 
seriously hamper pro»ects for 
talcing on new members and 
diat £ey would infuriate coun- 
tries like Fotend and Hui^uy 
'ufro are keen to join NATO. 

“If this is ri^, it has really 
put a spoke in our wheels," 
said one alliance diplomat. 
v/bo asked not to be identified. 

“I think a cloud of gloom 
will settle over NATO on the 
enlargement issue and you can 
imagine what the Eastern 
Europeans will think about 
Russia guaranteeing their 
security, so soon after they got 
out frw Moscow’s shadw.” 

Ironically, it was Mr. Yehrin 
himself who pm the udiole 
issue of expanding NATO on 
the uenda wheir be said last 
month during a visit to Warsaw 
tiiat It was entirely iip to Po- 
land to decide whether it 
wanted to join the alliance. 

That remark sparked a de- 
bate in the 16-nation North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
about whether it should now 
accept Moscow’s former com-, 
munist satellites who aref now 
eager for membership and 
securi^ guarantees to protect 
them ftem possible threats. 

While NATO alUes them- 
selves are*, unsure of how far 
and how fast they should go 
on taking on new members, 
diplomats say Mr. Yeltsin’s 
comment in Warsaw had at 
least appeared to remove one 
of tile obstacles to a discussion 
of tile issne. 

That is no longer true. 

Since tiie end of the cold 
war, NATO has refused to 
consider extending mem- 
bership to others and has in- 
stead sef up a “cooperation 
OQundr which provides- di- 


plomatic links with hs -former \ 

Warsaw Pact encdaies,- 

One of the reasons had been 

that moving NATO's frontieis ■ 
to the East' could upset Mos- ^ 
cow and lead to renewed ten- 
sion between the alliaace and 
Europe's biggest military^ 

power. - ^ 

Diplomats said it was dear ' 
Mr. Yeltsin had timed bis 
appeal to calm hardline politic- / 
al and military opponents who 
have always argued that 
NATO was an aggressive orga- 
nisation. 

Mr. Yeltsin also seems wor- 
ried that expansion of NATO 
would leave Russia isolated. 
Althond he has said Russia * 
would lure to join one day, that 
is not likely to happM. _ •' 

The one bright qxrt, diplo- 
mats said, was that Mr. Yelt- • 
an was obviously keen to ifa- •*' 
dude Russia in European - 
security arrangements — ^ 
something the West badly 
wants. 

Moscow is said to be particu- 
larly unhappy with Germany, 
which has bsen pushing the 
harder to bring in eastern 
nei^bours like Hungary, Po- 
land and the Czedi Re^blic 
and for a dedsion to be made 
on tfa^ issue at a NATO sum- ■ 
mit in January. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said in a ' 
magazine interview published J 
on Thursday that NATO 
should expand its links to Rus- 
sia’s Armed Forces. 

'‘That would be much mote 
important for the security of 
Eorope than a hasty expansion 
of NATO to include Poland or ■ 
Hungary," he said. “Russia ' 
must not be isolated. The god • 
must be to integrate Russia 
into the international com- ' 
munity." , 

But diplomats said the Rus- . 
dan position was ambiguous. 

As a democratic state, Rus- ,i." 
sia knotra it has no ri^t to . 
interfere in decisions about . 
who joins alliances but it also J". 
has a key security interest in 
what happens near its borders. 

Moreover, tiie memory is 
still fresh of when Eastern 
European nations were little . 
more than Soviet satellites. 
with hundreds of thousand^ of ' ' 
trbops stationed onlheir teiH- 
tories. 


LETTERS 

Cultural spontaneity 

To the Editor: 

No one can deny the fact that Jordan is taking long strides 
towards a richer cultural life. This is evident -in tire-many- 
cultural events and activities taking I^ace in the King^m. 
However, one can feel that there is an important element 
missing: the cultural spontaneity. It is when such cuituiul 
activities are mcoriMrated in everyday life that they become a 
spontaneous behavioural pattern and culture become a way of 
life; otherwise, cultural life will be devoid of roots, merely 
reduced to a kind of short-lived diversions that lack the power 
to interact with society. 

Cultural spontaneity came to my mind when I recently. 

I passed throu]^ a back road in the vicinity of King Abdullah 
Street, where the birds and pet market usually takes place on 
Friday mornings. 

It is an interesting, though primitive market. Although it is 
unorganised and lacks essential facilities, it is packed with 
consumers' and loaded with goods; it has a wide variety of 
fords, including canaries, hawks, pigeons, geese, ducks and 
many other species. However, it was not before long that the 
police came and ordered the ford traders to immediatelv 
evacuate the area because they were blocking the road. 

It is pertinent at this point to mention that this manner of 
law enforcement, thibu^ the use of loudspeakers; regardless' 
of whether the situation warrants it or not, is reminiscent of 
old-time practices in the most backward countries. 

It is high time that such markets be established, considering 
the cultural and economic values they entail. It is neither 
cosily nor difficult to provide a place in Amman or in its 
vidnity for such an event to take place. 

These markets, such as those that exist in Paris or other 
European capitals as well as in some parts of the Arab World ' 
me ceito'nty inte^tin^ and might develop into permanent 
mstitutions refleang wider economic, cultural and artistic- 
aspects and attracting local and tourist interest. 

Fayez Mnsa Abdul Nabi, 

Amman 

Together for the truth 

To the Editor: 

It is with immense enthusiasm and absolute dismav »hit r 
write to you in to your article entitled “TTie a^r^uJ 

road to higher education'’ (Jordan Times Sect SoJSt i • 
1993); Enthiisiaan be^ it is my belief that the^^i b 
tong overdue and should have been publUhed a while baS « 
this ha^n an ongoing problem in our society for 
time. Dismay at the lack of professional JoumalLi 
manner of the presentation of the article ^ 

Thewnter has clearly failed in hU duty to contact the other 
side of the story, m this case the U.S. embassv in a™™!? 
Perhaps the wmer had in faa attempted to msuccessM?V 

contact the appi^ateoffknals at the embassy IfSwS 

the case then this should have undoubtedly been endoSto 
the artide. 

I” esteemed newsoaoer 

and such mi^a^ greaUy sadden me. It is my hope that^SJ ' 

all. esneaaltv the omfeMinnalc nf *1,:. { ean| 


Wona Mehresani, 
P-O. Box 7176, 
Amman UU8. 
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Somalia experience makes Clinton gun-shy on Bosnia 
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By Gene Gibbons 

Reuter- • 

WASHINGTON — Tbe pain- 
lessons of U.S. involvement 
in Somalia are making {Resi- 
dent BUI Clinton gun-shy as he 
plans for possible American 
peacekeeping in Bosnia, the 
tindeitox of World War i. 

When he entered the'White 
House eight months ago. Mr. 
Ginton was itching to help 
stop the 17-month civil war in 
the fonner Yugoslavia, whi^ 
has.killed tens of thousands of 


civilians. He had blasted for- 
mer ^»dent George Bush for 
inaction. 

But the reluctance of Euro- 
pean allies to act more forcibly 
to end the ethnic bloodletting 
between Bosnian Muslims, 
Croats and Serbs and the qu^- 
mire that entangles U.S. 
peacekeepers in Somalia is 
making Kfr. Ginton, who has 
pledged up to 25,000 troops to 
a multi-national peacekeeping 
force, more cautions. 

think that everyone in- 
volved in Bosnia is perhaps 


more sensitive than was the 
case in the beginning of the 
Somalia operation about the 
dangers of it, and the need lo 
have a strict set of limitations 
and conditions before the in- 
volvement occurs," he told re- 
porters this week. 

Mr. Bush sent 25.000 troops 
to Somalia in "Operation Res- 
tore Hope” last December to 
help a starving population 
caught in the middle of a pow- 
er struggle between rival 
Somali warlords. 

Some 4,700 remain, sporadi- 


cally under attack from ouMaw 
forces, with no fitm strategy on 
timetable for getting out. 

Fifteen Americans have 
been killed since the mission 
began — three last weekend — 
prompting increasing congres- 
sional concern that the United 
States is stuck in a quagmire. 

ITie House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate, for exam- 
ple, have approved a non-bind- 
ing resolution calling on Mr. 
Ginton to seek congressional 
approval by Nov. 15 for keep- 
ing troops in Somalia. 


Mr. Clinton and his foreign 
policy advisers have laid out a 
series of tests that must be met 
before U.S. troops are sent to 
the Balkans: The peace agree- 
ment between Bosnia's war- 
ring factions must be fair and 
enforceable. Congress must 
approve the deployment and 
NATO, not the United Na- 
tions. must command the 
peacekeeping force. 

The command-and-control 
requirement could be a prob- 
lem for Britain and France. 
America's major partners in 


Syrian artist captures nature bn canvas 
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■ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

■ A^IMAN — Bom in 1922, 

'^.7athi Moudarres was among 
V .^he founders of the plastic arts 
, movement in native Syria. 

This accomplished artist stu- 
‘ ,ded in Syria and furthered his 
'education in Italy and France. 

- ' >”h {' works have been exhibited 
“ * 'In countries like Italy, U.S., 
.Germany, Sweden, France, 
South America, ex-USSR, 

- . Great Britain and the Arab 
- :’1> t!?^‘World. 

.c'.'" His latest acrylics, oils' and 
*:‘j .jgouadies now ^ce the halls 
of the Baladna Art Gallery, 

>1 where they will be on display 
'• 'until Oct. 6, 1993. 

■* The nature canvases repre- 
:r, 2 --sent vast expanses under vast 
‘ skies. Primed colours — opa- 

- ^ :.c "que greys, muted blues and 
^ - I'-. l. reddish ochres — are those of 

^ > nature as it must have been in 
. ! .. "times immemorial, chaste, un- 

"trampled by the human being. 

' Vegetation is primitive, 

. I. vrild, entangled, unattended hy 
..“L'. -'the destructive, order-' 
‘'Obsessed, man. Mustard yel- 
' -low here and there gives zest 
and animates the still nature. 
One powerful painting, tiiat 
. 1 . maybe should have been tiie 
. ;v ^ .'jirst to watch, is that where sky 
'.^and earth come together in a 
■ ^.vortex of colours suggestive of 
,‘tbe labour pains of creation. 

. . • .' ‘'The tumult of genesis and the 
.. ' '‘^nebulous mass resulted exude 

;i«heer force. 

. ' , ' In subsequent painting the 

. ,V.,' 'colours are sober, the ire of 
^conception is ript entirely 
. ‘ gone, tbe sun has hot come^to 

' , ’ Miihc bvifr the dijam^ 

' '' '* Aat have settled down to their 


known shape. The universe is 
still angry, the skies overcast, it 
will take some time to accept 
the new bom. 

Blue, brick, grey, khaki pre- 
dominate. with a little purple 
dabbed to bri^ten the images, 
heralding a more cheerful fu- 
ture for planet Earth. 

On a simpler level, this 
group of paintings cotdd be 
earily interpreted as nature at 


different times of the year, the 
semi-arid vegetation of the re- 
gion represented by the red- 
dish. sterile soil and the sparse 
species of plants. 

Sketched nudes and human 
tigures are interspersed with 
these nature frames, to be- 
come strongly represented in 
another section of the gallery. 

Ethnic (or milita^) figures, 
almost stylised, gain strength 


and assert themselves as they 
become, from sandy pink 
and orange ochre, dark anil 
blue and sin. poppy red. 

Paired or in a crowd, the 
figures huddle together, se- 
rious faced, deciding the fate 
of the things to come. 

Three figures in a bottle, 
torsos made up of faces, faces 
just staring at you blankly. 


heads alone or busts alone, the 
strong-coloured paintings re- 
flect the artist's desire to ex- 
periment, to express and im- 
press. 

One bedouin woman (with a 
headdress) and a child are 
more close to home, represent 
an image which could place 
this universal artist in the re- 
gion he lives in. 













0( Synan. artist Fatiii Moudarres' wmks on display Baladna Art GaHery 


the o(wration. They have no 
objection to letting an Amcr« 
lean genera! run the show, but 
fear that making it a total 
NATO operation would let 
rich U.N. member countries 
like Japan avoid sharing tbe 
finandal cost. 

U.S. officials have also 
spoken of other pre-condi- 
tions. like requiring that a 
"date certain" be set in adv- 
ance for a U.S. withdrawal 
from Bosnia. 

"There was never any date 
certain that was established 
with Somalia. What we're 
thinking in terms of Bosnia is 
that there would be a date 
certain.” U.S. Defence Senet- 
ary Les A^n said on Monday. 

Asked in a public television 
interview how long the U.S. 
commitment would last. Mr. 
Aspin said: "I don't know — a 
year, two years, 18 months." 

"I don't know what it would 
be. But... we, NATO, would 
undertake to do this for a 
certrain amount of time and 
then we would turn the prob- 
lem back to the U.N. 

Anthony Lake, Mr. Gin- 
ton's national security adviser, 
denies that the U.S. adminis- 
tration is attaching an imposs- 
ibly tough set of string to 
American involvement in Bos- 
nia to give Mr. Clinton an 
excuse to avoid a potential 
political nightmare. 

"It would be a mistake to see 
this as an effort to put condi- 
tions on our partid]»(ion in a 
way that would preclude it,” 
said Mr. Lake. 

But the president’s men are 
mindful that the assassination 
of Hapsburg Archduke Ferdi- 
nand in Sarajevo plunged 
Europe into World War 1, and 
that tens of thousands of Ger- 
man troops were unable to | 
pacify Yugoslavia during 
World War II. 

“They would also like to 
keep Americans focused on 
health care reform and the rest 
of Mr. Clinton's domestic 
agenda, which could make or 
break his presidency. 

Washington’s agonising over 
rules of engagement for U.S. 
peacekeeping in Bosnia may 
be moot for now since Bo^ia's 
Muslim parliament voted 
Wednesday to accept a peace 
plan for Bosnia only if "terri- 
tory seized by force" is re- 
turned. 


Disgusted with 
politics, Russians 
yawn through crisis 


By Alan Coopenoan 
The Associa^ Pr^ 

I MOSCOW — Go out on the 
stTMts and ask Rusrians what 
they think of the standoff be- 
tween Boris Yeltsin and the 
parliament. More often than 
not, you get a one-word 
answer: "Nadoyelo” — sick of 
it. 

It's not just barbed wire, 
water cannons and flak-jack- 
eted riot police that have iso- 
lated about 100 defiant law- 
makers in the parliameni 
building, or White House. It’s 
disgust with politics. 

'^e’re fed up,” Otto Latsis, 
political commentator for the 
newspaper Izvestia. said 
Wednesday. 

“We had several years of 
extreme interest in politics — 
I'd say unnaturally hi^ in- 
terest. We're tired it. People 
see that things do not get bet- 
ter just because now they can 
choose their leaders democra- 
tically. 

‘They see more politics, but 
daily life has gotten worse. 
They are really sick of it, really 
tired and disappointed,” Mr. 
Latsis said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s tactics have 
worked so far. Since he dis- 
solved parliament Sept. 21 and 
hard-line lawmakers barri- 
caded themselves in the White 
House, he has laid a severe but 
non-violent siege. 

Police have rmged the build- 
ing. Electricity,, hut, hot water 
and telephones have been cut 
off. Defectors have been lured 
away with government jobs. 

In these conditions, public 
indifference clearly helps the 
president. If tbe lawmakers are 
isolated and ignored, eventual- 
ly their will must break. 

One po^bility still gnaws at 
Mr. Yeltsin’s camp: that the 
lawmakers or their volunteer 
guards, desperate to attract 
attention and save face, could 
provoke violence by opening 
fire from the White House. 

For many Russians, Mr. 
Yeltsin's decree disbanding 
parliament and calling new 
elections was less important 
.-than the sudden, early onset of 
winter. 

Over the weekend, they 
rushed to bring in the last 


vegetables from their gardens 
and pickle them for the long 
months ahead. 

As snow flurries gave way to 
a cold, wind-driven/ • rain 
Wednesday, Muscovites slog- 
ged through the streets with 
grim determination written on 
their faces. 

They went to work. They 
went to school. They went 
shopping if they could stomach 
the dizzying prices — up 378 
per cent already this year. 

Except for a very small area 
near the t^ite House that was 
cordoned off by shivering 
policemen, the capital bet- 
rayed no sign of crisis. Sub- 
ways, trolleys, stores, factor- 
ies. theatres, cafes and casinos 
all ran normally. 

A few thousand mainly 
elderly demonstrators in a cit>' 
of nine million people have 
rallied to the parliament's side. 
The only widespread passion 
generated b>> the crisis is the 
anger of motorists caught in 
huge traffic jams created by 
the ^^'hite House barricades. 

'The general attitude is not so 
much apathy as disdain. 

"When two branches of gov- 
ernment fight, both of them 
drop in public opinion,” Grig- 
ory Pashkov, an independent 
pollster, said Wednesday. 

"This confrontation has 
gone on for months too long. 
Neither side's arguments 
evoke much interest or sym- 
pathy anymore.” 

Pushed to choose, 50 to 60 
per cent of Russians say they 
favour Mr. Yeltsin and IS to 20 
per cent support the parlia- 
ment. The rest are undecided, 
according to recent polls by 
Mr. Pashkov and others. 

What happened to the politi- 
cally electrified Russians who 
oppe^d the August 199! com- 
munist coup attempt and, be- 
fore that, who rallied by the 
tens of thousands both for and 
against Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“For decades we had been 
repressed. Politics had been 
secret, something only in the 
Kremlin. Then suddenly we 
were allowed into it. We could 
choose our own leaders, we 
could affect things," Mr. Latsis 
recalled. 

"It was an extreme politi- 
cisation. It could not last.” 






Taiwan seeks to widen foreign aid 




ay- 


TAIPEI — If a citizen is sup- 
posed to ask what he has done 
^ his country, rather than 
what bis country has doiK for 
him, does a simQar rule apply 
to nations?' 

ROC officials think so and 
are looking for ways to turn 
Taiwan into a bigger donor of 
international aid. That would 
not only help needy nations 
around the worid; it would also 
bols^ the ROCs drive for 
wider international accept- 
ance — 

However, they say that be- 
coming a true "donor nation” 
by international standards is 
still a distant goal. Even 
reaching a lower goal will take 
help the private sector, 
they add. 

The Otgan^tion for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD).' defines a 
"donor nation” as one that 
allocates at least 0J5 of one 
per cent of its gross national 
product to fMeim aid. Cur- 
rently, Taiwan's foreign aid is 
below 0.1 of one per cent of its 
annual GNP. 

The government has not dis- 
closed the' exact amount of 
current aid. However, to be- 
oome a full “d6nor nation" by 
the OECD standard. Taiwan 
would have to allocate $771.4 
million of its projected 1993 
GNP of $220.4 billion. 
Readiing the 0.1 of a one per 
cent l^el would require spend- 
ing $220.4 million aimu^ly. 

Even if the OECD standard 
can't be met immediately, offi- 
cials say the ROC, having 
transformed itself from a reci- 
pent to a donor of aid, wants 
to share its affluence and de- 
velopnirat experience with 
more countries: 

"Foreim-aid programmes 
are alNdimensional, even 
though our resources are li- 
mited," said P.'Y. Lo, director 
of the Fmign Ministry's De- 
partment 'Of Economic and 
Trade affeiis. 

Aid to allies Cavoored 

The ' ROC government is 
most indined to (^r official 


development assistance to di- 
plomatic allies that require 
agricultural and industrial 
t^nology to power their eco- 
nomic take-offs and self- 
sufficiency. 

"It is a kind of feedback to 
the international community 
for what we have been given.” 
said Mr. Lu, referring to the 
Sl.S bUlion in American aid to 
the Republic of China on 
Taiwan in the 1950s, and early 
1960s. Hie island us^ that aid 
to give it a start on its “eoono- 
nuc miracle.” 

“We have to take a proac- 
tive rather than a reactive role 
in foreign aid,” Mr. Lo 
asserted. 

The government should take 
the initiative in evaluating the 
needs of developing nations 
and making suggestions, rather 
than taking . an “available- 
upon-reqoest attitude,” Mr. 
Lu added*. Taking a defensive 
position, as in oranary credit 
financing, can mean up to a 
year for processing loans for 
urgently needed development 
projects. 

Currently. 44 professional 
^ups from agriculture, trans- 
portation, medicine and other 
areas are working in 32 odun- 
tries, with 23 teams in Latin 
America, nine in Asia and 
ot^ 12 m the Middle East 
and -Africa. Some agricultural 
teams have been at work for 
three decades when Taiwan 
was receiving U.S. aid itself. 

After its departure from the 
United Nations in 1971. the 
ROC paid special attention to 
foreign aid in Latin America, 
where 16 of the 29 countries 
with which it maintains formal 
ties are located. 

During the last five years, 
ROC foreign aid has b^me 
more organised as the govern- 
ment concentrated on quality 
rather than quantity. Be^n- 
ning this year, the Foreign 
MSnistry has been sending fact- 
finding delegations overseas to 
study the performances of iu 
tecMc^ missions in different 
countries. 

The delegations will try to 
identify problems, define de- 


velopment goals and tailor a 
comprehensive development 
plan to each country. 

Loans offered 

Other than technology trans- 
fers, the ROCs International 
Economic Cooperation De- 
velopment Fund, set up in 
1988, offers low-interest direct/ 
indirect loans mainly to the 
national development projects 
of di|riomatic allies and those 
maintaining friendly ties with 
the ROC. 

The financial aid is managed 
by an ad hoc committee of the 
fund, composed of top ROC 
offidals in foreign affairs, eco- 
nomics, transportation, com- 
munications and banking. 
Thirteen such loan program- 
mes, involving $180 mulion. 
have been prottssed. 

A third major foreign-aid 
approach is personnel training. 
More than ^ technicians and 
managers from some 60 coun- 
tries have come to Taiwan for 
training in taxation systems, 
the operation of small to 
medium-sized businesses, bank 
financing and agriculture de- 
velopment. 

T^ical of Taiwan’s aid pro- 
ject is a $10 million computer- 
isation programme to help the 
Philippine government with 
tax administration and in- 
formation management. 

Costa Rica has received SIS 
million in loans to finance 
small to medium-sized export 
businesses and to create jobs. 
Costa Rica's state-financed 
BES Engineering Corp. has 
also received $3^,000 to help 
. devdop an industrial export 
zone. Factories in the zone, to 
be complete later this year, 
will be available for sale to 
Taiwan investors. 

El Salvador has received $20 
million and technical help to 
develop its power generating 
system. 

On the private aid front, the 
Tzu Chi Buddhist Charity 
Foundation is providing 
$773,CKX) in medical aid to 
Ethio|na and also has raised 
$11.5 million for flood victims 
in mmnland China. 

Despite the government's 
aggressive efforts and finandal 
strength, its manoeuvering 
room on foreign aid is limited 
by tbe ROCs lack of mem- 
bership in many international 



-..ate i 

In July of last year, workers loaded 100,000 tonnes of rice 
aboard a cargo rfiip in Tucfaui^ Harbor in central Taiwan. 
The ship set sail directly to Russia, the first sndi from 

Taiwan in ramw than 40 years, to deliver the ROC food aid to 
the former Communist state 


organisations. 

"If we had remained in the 
United Nations, there are a 
variety of peripheral organisa- 
tions through which we would 
have much more information 
about foreign aid," said Pat- 
rick Hsu, director of interna- 
tional affairs for the ROCs 
Red Cross Sodety. 

As a non-member of the 
World Bank and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, Taiwan • 
has no access to their informa- 
tion about which nations need 
what aid. Without mem- 
bership, it also has fewer chan- 
nels to information about such 
tilings as global environmental 
protection, Mr. Lu of the Fore- 
ign Minis^ said. 

Still, Taiwan was able to join 
the Inter-America Develop' 
ment Bank in November 1992 
and actively involved itself in 
the IDB's raising of funds to 
invigorate Latin American 
economies. 

Through the European Bank 
of Reconstruction and De- 
velopment, the ROC offers 
low-interest loans to Eastern 
European countries despite its 
lack of EBRD membership. 

Officials stress that the pri- 
vate sector also has an impor- 
tant role in foreign aid, espe- 
cially in countries that have no 


fbnnal ties with the ROC. 

Even thou^ Taiwan ranks 
among the world's top holders 
of foreign exchange reserves 
and is the 14th largest trading 
power, most of its wealth is in 
private hands. Moreover, the 
government's foreign aid acti- 
vities are subject to review by 
the legislature. 

Therefore, the government 
has been encouraging private 
enteiprises, mainly small to 
me^um-sized ones, to invest 
in Latin America- It has 
offered loan-interest subsidies 
of 2 to 2.5 per centage points. 
But only two applicants have 
taken advantage of these in- 
vestment incentives so far. 

Regulations revised 

Regulations have been re- 
vised to expand the finandal 
incentives to conglomerates. 
The Foreign Ministry has also 
proposed setting up an Inter- 
national Cooperation De- 
velopment Fund, if the legisla- 
ture agrees. The fund would be 
responsible for the overall 
planning of the ROCs foreign 
aid and would also encourage 
private companies to invest. 
Mr. Lu said. The fund would 
give loan priority to countries 
that can provide ROC 
businesses with needed mate- 


rials or can provide their own 
finandal incentives for ROC 
business investment. 

At present, the private sec- 
tor is most active through the 
emer^ncy humanitarian aid 
and disaster relief provided by 
such organisations as the Red 
Cross Sodety of the ROC, 
World Vision of Taiwan and 
the Tku Chi Foundation. 

World '\rision, whose prim- 
ary task used to be executing 
local aid programmes with 
U.S. funds, is now raising 
funds from Taiwan sources for 
aid abroad. 

In 1992. WVT launched a 
30-Hour Famine Campaign to 
raise $2.5 million for emergen- 
cy relief in eight African coun- 
tries. The campaign's popular- 
ity led to a second event in 
1993, when 100,000 people 
paitidpated in raising $4.3 mil- 
lion to finance 21 relief pro- 
jects in 17 African. Asian and 
Latin American countries. 

Tzu Chi, whi^ has 3.2 mil- 
lion members, is beraming an 
increasingly active donor at 
home and abroad as are its 
branch offices in tbe United 
States, Canada and Japan. 

These charitable groups, 
both religious in nature, are 
qualified to provide developing 
countries with medium-to 
long-term assistance. The Red 
cross, however, is mainly re- 
sponsible for emergency disas- 
ter relief, during armra con- 
flicts and natural catastrophes. 

Even when no campaign has 
been launched, some people 
and companies send the Red 
Cross money when they hear 
reports of disasters, said Mr. 
Hsu of the Red Cross. 

He called for "privatisation 
of foreign aid.” suggesting that 
the ravemmeni increase relief 
fun& to local and international 
charities. Tlie United States. 
Australia and other countries 
have increasingly suteidized 
their private groups, he added. 

40 countries • aided 

Over the past five years, the 
ROC government has pro- 
vided about S117 million in 
humanitarian aid to more than 
40 countries, including the 
Commonwealth of indepen- 
dent States in the wake of the 
Soviet Union's colla^. 

During the 1991 Gulf war. 
Taiwan contributed $12 million 
in monetary aid and another 


$10 million worth of food, 
blankets and other items to 
Kurdish refugees and other 
victims of the war. 

"As time passes, our ser- 
vices have expanded to natural 
and human disaster preven- 
tion, precaution, rehabilitation 
and reconstniction,” Mr. Hsu 
said. 

A best-case scenario would 
be for organisations like the 
Red Cross to provide emergen- 
cy shelter during disasters, 
v^ile others like World Vision 
and Tzu Chi finance tbe con- 
struction of medium-to long- 
term housing. 'The ROC gov^ 
emmeot's role could be to help 
po^r countries strengthen 
their economies so they can 
develop their own housing 
programmes. 

The private sector, which 
now offers humanitarian aid 
mostly in cash and goods, 
should follow the govern- 


ment's example by sending 
profesrionals and technidans 
to needy countries. Mr. Hsu 
said. 

Doctors, nurses and other 
professionals from northern 
European countries often go to 
African countries as volun- 
teers. But in Taiwan, voluntary 
community service is some- 
thing mainly for housewives or 
retired people, or is limited to 
after-work or after-school 
hours. 

Taiwan has yet to set up a 
system in which a doctor or 
other professional can serve in 
a war-torn country for a couple 
of months without having his 
job or practice taken by others. 
Mr. Hsu noted. 

"I believe there must be 
people who are attracted to 
such hands-on service in 
famine-ridden African coun- 
tries and who would be willing 
to do it," he said. 


Government plans to set up 
‘economics peace corps’ 


The ROC is planning to 
form an "economics peace 
corps” to aid economic 
and industrial develop- 
ment in developing na- 
tions friendly to Taiwan. 

The corps will be mod- 
eled after the United 
States Peace Corps, which 
has sent more than 
130.000 volunteers to de- 
veloping countries in its 30 
years of existence. 

U.S. Peace Corps was 
founded in 1961 by Presi- 
dent Kennedy and sends 
more than 3,000 volun- 
teers over-seas each year. 

The proposed ROC 
peace corps will operate 
under the Ministry of Eco- 
nomic Affairs and seek 
not only to promote de- 
velopment in foreign 
countries but also improve 
the ROCs standing in the 
world community. 

Ministry offices said 
theyn are in the final 
sta^ of forming the orga- 
nisation and expect the 
ROC to send its first 


peace corps volunteers 
overseas by July of next 
year. 

The ministry said 
Taiwan had large invest- 
ments in Southeast Asian 
countries and those coun- 
tries are the most likely 
targets for the peace 
corps. 

At first, the economic 
peace corps will target 
countries which are consi- 
dered friendly to Taiwan. 
Later, however, it will 
seek to branch out to less 
developed countries who 
may not recognise the 
ROC. 

The peace corps is seen 
as a long-term investment 
in Taiwan’s future, the de- 
pflRlment added. 

The department is 
working out details about 
training for the volunteers 
and indicated training 
would be similar to 
methods used by both the 
U.S. and Japanese Peace 
Corps. 
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ILO reports up to 50 per cent Palestinians jobless 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Un- 
employment among Palesti- 
nians in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
rangers from 25 to 50 per cent, 
and per capita income is esti- 
mated at Sl.OOO to 2,000 a 
year, a U.N. report said Fri- 
day. 

The report by the Interna- 
tional Labour Organisation 
(ILO) was released to coincide 
with a conference here Friday 
at which countries from around 
the world pledged nearly S2 


billion for the Palestinian self- 
^vemment being established 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

An TLO team that visited the 
territories last March fount 
sorry examples of why thi 
Palestinians need this aid if th< 
experiment in self- 
government. achieved through 
an historic agreement between 
the PLO and Israel, is to suc- 
ceed. 

The team found, for exam- 
ple, that a U.N. relief orga- 
nisation advertising for eight 


sanitation workers in Gaza re- 
ceived 11,655 applications — 
some 10 per cent of the strip's 
estimated labour force. 

A major obstacle to any 
economic advancement is the 
lack of industrial employment 
in both the Gaza and West 
Bank, the report said. In Gaza, 
for example, it counted 1.710 
businesses that employ 7,039 
people — but only eight of the 
establishments employ more 
than 50 workers. 

Israeli census figures put the 


population of the teiritories 
at 1.67 million in 1991. but 
Palestinians contend it's closer 
to two million. 

In any case, the population 
is increasing at a rapid rate — 
over five per cent in 1991 , the 
ILO said. As a result, half the 
population is under the age of 
IS — presenting an even grea- 
ter chdlenge for the future in 
terms of their employment and 
education, the report said. 

If current trend.s continue, 
the Palestinian labour force 


which is now roughly estimated 
at 312,000 is expected to grow 
well over 10,000 a year for the 
rest off the decade, the report 
predicted. 

Some 100,(X)0 Palestinians 
work in Israel — but their 
employment is repeatedly 
threatened udien Isareli secur- 
ity forces seal off the teiritories 
after anti-Israel violence. 

“Over the years, the terri- 
tories have become utterly de- 
pendent on Israel as a provider 
of wage employment and as a 


they 


source of the products 
buy," the ILO said. 

The economic imbalance is 
reflected in the disparity 
tween per capita incomes in 
the territories and in Israel. In 
1991, the last year for which 
figures are available, income 
was estimated at $2,040 for the 
West Bank and $1,250 in Gaza 
— compared to $11,480 for 
Israel, die report said. 

Unemployment among 
Israelis reached 11.2 per cent 
in 1992. 


Libyan paper tells Arabs 
to move money to China 


TUNIS (R) — A newspaper 
close to Libyan leader Muam- 
mar Oadhafi said Friday that 
Arabs should move their ftnan- 
cial assets to China. 

A1 Shams (the sun), a Li- 
byan newspaper quoted by the 
official news agency JANA, 
said the move should be 


accompanied by a trade, in- 
vestment and cultural boycon 
of the West. 

With Libya facing the pros- 
pect of furdter U.S. sanctions 
in its dispute with the West 
over the 19SS Lockerbie airlin- 
er bombing, the newspaper 
commented: 


“If we want to get out from 
the impasse... the truth is that 
the world's circumstances per- 
mit us one response only — 
turning our back on the West 
and going east to C2iioa... No to 
the West's goods, trade and 
investments, yes to China 
where there is no colonialism." 
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Buckingham Palace makes 
£1 .8m profit on visitors 


LONDON (AFP) — Bucking- 
ham Palace made a profit of 
£1.75 million ($2.6 million) 
from the 380,000 visitors who 
toured its rooms this summer, 
British newspapers reported 
Friday. 

The palace, which closed its 
doors Friday afternoon, said it 
received an average daily 
attendance of 1,000 persons for 
the first season in which it has 
offered tours to the public. 

^^sitors who walked through 
19 of the 600 rooms paid £8 
($12) a bead for admission and 
spent an average of £7 in the 
souvenir shop. 


Newspapers calculated Fri- 
day that with 380,000 visitors, 
the takings would yield pro^ 
of £1.75 million (12.6 million) 
after costs. 

But the profits leave Queen 
Elizabeth II for from the £40 
million she needs to repair 
Windsor Castle, the stated aim 
of opening the palace doors. 
The castle was severely dam- 
aged by fire in November 19%. 

The palace has said it in- 
tends to continue offering 
tours in summer, when the 
queen normally stays at Bal- 
moral in Scotland, through 
1997. 


While foe attendance vras 
lower than foe 8.000 a day the 
palace had expected, foe sales 
at the curio shop were for 
greater than anticipated. 

Palace staff had to make 
more space available to the 
souvenir shop as visitors 
(meued up to buy crown- 
shaped chocolates, tea cups, 
cry^ glass and ties bearing 
foe Foy^ coat of arms. 

Hie shop's turnover ex- 
ceeded £40,000 ($60,000) on 
some ^ys, and could have 
bttn higher if supplies of cer^ 
tain items bad not run out. 


Spain launches ’94 budget 


.? Si i 


to combat recession . 

(R) — Spain's 13.2 trillion pesetas ($101.5 bfl- 


MADRID 
Socialist government has pre- 
sented- a restrictive 1994 
budget, aimed at curbing the 
state deficit- and stimulating 
investment and job creation. 

Hie 24,000-page package 
went to parliament a^inst a 
background of foiled talks with 
trade unions and business on a 
soda] pact to fight the coun- 
try’s deep recesnon and surg- 
ing unemployment, now more 
than 22 jKr cent of the worlt- 
force. 

Economy Minister Pedro 
Solbes told a news conference: 
“1993 has been a difficult year, 
economic recuperation did not 
occur. For 1994 the outlook is 
somewhat more fovourable.” 

He forecast that Spanish 
business would feel the benefit 
of recent devaluations of foe 
peseta and that investment and 
consumer demand would rise 
next year after foiling in 1993. 

But unemployment would 
continue to rise to reach 23.4 
per cent by the end of 1994, 
Mr.Soibes said. . 

The budget, which will not 
complete its passage through 
pariiament until almost the end 
of the year, forecasts govern- 
ment spending to fall 1.3 per 
cent in 1994 to 16.5 trillion 
pesetas ($127 billion) and re- 
venue TO rise 3.7 per cent to 


lion). 

It taigets the central govern- 
ment defidtat5.7perc»mrf 
gross domestic product (GDP), 
with the overall public deficit, 
induding central and autem- 
omous regional governments, 
expected to be 6.7 per cent of 
GDP, compared with esti- 
mates above seven per cent for 
1993. ^ 

The budget puts 19^ infla- 
tion at 3.S per cent against this 
year's expected 4.5 • per cent 
and economic growth of 1.3 
per cent compared wifo fore- 
cast 0.8 per cent contraction in 
1993. 

Economic analysts, com- 
menting before publication of 
the detailed figures but after 
the cabinet approved the final 
draft, saw the 1994 budget as 
realistic than previous 




more 
years. 

“It looks reasonable — a lot 
better than some of foe num- 
bers they have thrown at us in 
foe past," said an analyst for a 
major Spanish bank. 

But economists also stress 
that success in achieving a tri- 
partite sodal pact, with a 
wages deal at its heart, is at 
least as important as cutting 
the defidt. Progress so for, 
after several weeks of tough 
taking, has been minimal. 


Producers move to protect commodity prices 


LONDON (R) — Commodity 
producers, only too aware that 
their main customers in the 
West will not or cannot help, 
tried this week to deal with the 
pain of low prices and over- 


suroly by themselves. 
On Frid 


Friday, the worid's lead- 
ing coffee pi^ucers started an 
agreement which will keep 20 
per cent of their exports off the 
market in foe hope that prices 
will rise. 

Earlier in the week the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
boosted its waning credibility 
when ministers agreed in 
Geneva on production quotas 
for the next six months. 

The market was impressed 
enough by the OPEC deal to 
send prices shooting above $17 
a barrel, while coffra prices are 
almost double the 20-year lows 
they touched last year. 

^ffee prices actually fell 
quite sharply during the. week, 
mainly on techni^ factors, 
but traders said . they were 
approaching a floor and the 
maritet was waiting to see how 
foe export retention scheme 
worked. 


In the case of both coffee 
and oil, market analysts have 
expressed reservations about 
whether foe agreements will 
hold long enough to have a 
lasting influence. 

“There remain doubts about 
foe viabili^ of the producers' 
scheme,” one senior coffee 
trade source said. 

Analysts expressed the same 
worries over the accord by 
OPEC, which operates one of 
foe world's longest surviving 
commodity pacts but is riddled 
wifo interna] squabbles. 

The need for producers to 
deal with foe problems focing 
nearly all commodities — low 
prices, poor demand and high 
production — was underscore 
when the United States 
announced this week that it 
was pulling out of the Interna- 
tional Coftee Organisation 
(ICO) after 30 years. 

. “The absence offoie XJ.S.' is 
veiy .dain^'ng. Lbelieve.tbat if 
we want to have a healthy 
orgaiusation and particulaily a 
meaningful one. we should 
have the U.S. inside," said the 
Brazilian delegate to the talks, 
Valdermar Carneiro Leao. 


Several consumer countries 
are shunning pacts with econo- 
mic strings attadied, preferring 
to leave prices to die market. 

Some producers say foe con- 
sumers may change their tune 
if production drops, demand 
rises and prices soar. 

Nearly aO commodity prices 
have been hit hard by foe 
global recession, seen most 
dearly in the major non- 
ferrous metals which are wide- 
ly used in industry. 

Copper prices slumped to 
six-year lows fob week and 
other mefob like nickel and tin 
hit their 'lowest leveb for de- 
cades. 

Some rebounded towards 
the end of the week but dealers 
say that a lack of demand and 
record stocks — the London 
Metal Exchange warehouses 
alone hold more than four mil- 
lion tonnes of metal — paint a 
bleak ^'ctiire for the shorter 
tern*.., . ... .. .. , 

The Otganisatioh fbf Econo- 
nuc Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD), foe Paris-based 
think-tank for leading indust- 
rial nations, offered little cheer 
Thursday when it revised 


downwards its growth esti- 
mates for the key wenid’s eco- 
nomies — foe United States, 
Japan and Germany. 

Analysts say met^ produc- 
ers will still struggle when in- 
dustrial economies pick up and 
output cuts look increasingly 
likely. For some producers, 
market prices whi^ remain 
below production costs for an 


extended pericxl will force 'dos- 
lures. 


Nickel has suftered one qf 
the steepest price fidb and foe 
top producer, INCO Ltd of 
Can^a, plans to discuss cut- 
backs. 

Even gold has been unable 
to shine mudi after a glittering 
summer. 


Fiat seeks huge capital rise 


MILAN (R) — Loss-making 
Italian carmaker Fiat SPA has 
said it would ask shareholders 
ancl investors for five trillion 
lire ($3.1 billion) of fresh capit- 
al to steer the company out of 
erbb. 

In one of the largest capital 
calls ever launched on the Ita- 
lian bourse. Fiat said it would 
seek to raise 4.3 trillion lire 
($2.7 billion) through an offer 
of shares and convertible war- 


rants to stockholders. 

The rest of the funds, to go* 
towards finandng Hat's ambi- 
tious investment programme in 
new car modeb, would come 
from an injection of funds from 
corporate allies such as Italian 
insurer Assicurazioni Generali 
and France's Alcatel AIsfoom. 

“The Fiat group b reacting 
to foe crisis with a strategy 
which is not just defensive but 
with a programme of invest- 


ments aimed at ... not just 
consolidating but improving its 
position in foe market," the 
company said- in a statement. 


The depth of the crisb trig- 
^red by the slump in the 
European car market was re- 
flected in company results for 
the first six months of 1993 
showing the group made a loss 
before taxes of 9M billion lire 
($603 million). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“What a bummer! I’m five pounds 
overweight and I think I’m starting 
to go bald!” 


T>1AT SCRAMBmp WORD GAME 
I ^ by Henri Amdd 


Unscramble tnese four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ESI 


OUMID 


mmmm 

mm 



■ 

SUHO 

UJ 


■ 

■ 

■B 


GREFOT 

□: 



^ in 


YOUTCH 

1^1 

mmm 

m 

■■ 


WHAT THE SHOE 
/WESCHANT Pi£7 
A?ObT MIS BILLS. 

V / 


Now arrange tne circled letiers to 
form (he surprise answer, as £.19 
gested t>v me above cartoon. 


— -HEonmra 




Vesioidav's I 


Jumbles. PUDGY 
Answer- 


uOING 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BICEPS DIVERT 


Me hoped tu ma-e a b>g splash wim the ladies 
but turned out to be this— A BiG DRP 


MEV cmuck..vourcrazy| 
[706 ALMOST KILLED ME! 



POOR 6IRL..UE UlERE 
FLYIM6 OVER PARIS 
AND SHE FELL OUT 
OF THE PLANE.. 





H 

YOU SHOULP DO 
S0METH1N6 ABOUT 
THAT D06, CHUCK.. 



jlBf 

BmiS 

'BSSm 


CIVILIANS 
SHOULDN’T 
3S ALLOUIEP 
ON THE 
[AERODROME.. 



Andy Capp 



I rvtETrvujMiMtHE 

ME v^fHETHEraMDU 
HADDBCtDSDIO'' 
^TUATJOS 
TOR HER OR NOT-) 


( TALK SENSE. VWUXr CHANCE J 
> WAVE I MAO TO THINK 
f ABOUT IT wnesi iwtjN the . 

MIDDLE OPA S40Gia% OONTBT : 






Mutt*n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 3, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pi&son, Astrolpger, Carrdi Rioter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Working out your oversall ftoab 
and objectives with the uiree 
Moon trines to Venus, Uranus 
and Neptune is especially prcM 
ductive today. Be meticulous, 
consdentious. Get om piri)lidl 3 r 
this inning. 


ARIES: (March 21 10 Api^ A 
day to let your poweriiu percep- 
tions come 10 the foretront since 
they can now indicate lo you the 
manner in which you can best 
succeed in any projea. 


TAURUS: (April 30 .to May 20) 
An outside associate who is pret- 
ty determined to have his/her 
own way can be the source of 
opportunity for you to show how 
well you can handle the stunn. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
There are some persons ioolung 
for you to serve their best in- 
terests which wQl'aho be good 
for you to eonader how fob can 
best be made to work. 


purpose and activities and ovga- 
nbe them so they become a part 
of your daily existence. 

UBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) During today's quiet 
hours you can study and find uew 
and better ways to have more 
abundance and to increase your 
property Value for the foture. 

SCORPIO:' (October 2^ to 
November 21) Now you have a 
day to get into the various things 
that mean the most to you of a 
personal namre and to go after 
them Yrith confidence for suc- 
cess. 




MOON CHILOREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think aboia the various 
recreations in which you wish to 
engage and set aside specific time 
when you will be able to do tbb 
and make appointments. 

LEO: (July 22 to Ai^ust 21) A 
time to delve d^ly into all 
matters and conditions at you 
residence and decide a procedure 
of action whereby you can en- 
hance harmony there. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Think about the ideas 
that can best serve your routine 


SAGIITARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A day to find 
out whai friends and acquaint- 
ances are available so you will be 
able to make ^i^intments with 
them and renew your assoda- 
tiou. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 10 
January 20) Your need for more 
support to gain the aims that 
most strongly pressure and acti- 
vate you b strong now so kxA 
about for foose able to help. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21. to 
February 19) There are many 
worldly imeRSts that are import 
tant to you as a humanitarian 
Aquarian and thb b the day to 
dedde how best to express thb 
talent. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Nqw you have tbb to 
expai^ your horizons and study, 
look into new ways by which you 


will be able to brin^ anticipated 


benefits to yourself 


ircia! 
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• ^ , 




THE Daily Crossword bvG«,idR.F,,gu«,n 


ACROSS 
1 Dayima TV (are 
6 PcxSIstt oU man 

to — .MipaEBa 

(deadloekadl 

14 Actress Stevens 

15 Prove to be true 

16 Cotton 

17 Natural Oisastar 

19 Pindar's output 

20 Light carriass 

21 Blustmg 

22 In — (quieldy) 

24 Garden toolB 

26 Oars 

27 At Bberty. as 
a sailor 

30 inexpertenced 

31 Young fowl 

32 Synthetic fabric 

33 Southern 
eonstaostion 

36 Of courser 

37 Louvers 

36 Factoi shape 
39 Hockey's BoOby 
40Repem 
41 Happening 
4211 

44 Magic word 

45 Spurns . 

46 Former TV host 

47 Destined 

48 Wager 

49 Journey 

53 An Anderson 

54 Seism 

57 MnLEasi cartel 

58 Author Wiessi 

59 Swashtwdbng 
Flynn 

60 Being 

61 Soothsayer 

62 Ototomet SBas 



« IM3 rreini HMa ServicmK 

MRVWRaMnM 


DOWN 

1 Prcbe 

2 — about 

3 Ctiy of India 

4 hem for a 
voyeur 

SGrsds-to4>0 

6 Bstros 

7 Roman poet 
6 Atop, to poets 
ecioying 

compounds 


lOGodolsunUghi 

11 TsunamlB 

12 ln~ 
(deordered) 

13 Poet OgdOT 

16 Palm or mimosa 
23Rep<eie 

25 Table living 

26 A votre —I 

27 Lhasa — 

28 Lemony 

29 Troptoal storma 

30 Lifting 
apparatus 

32 At — for words 

34 Carry on 

35 Choir voee 
37 Some 

theatergoers 

36 Symphonic 
prelude 

40 Fann unit 

41 Geologic period 

43 Observe 

44 Trail 

45 Spins over 

46 Ustinov 


Ptmle Sohfed: 


Dnnn nrannii nnnn 
I3nnn iHDinHn □nnn 

snrannnnin nnraBDD 
noQG norin 
nGGOns nnsn rann 
onnnn noon nnHn 
nnnDHnciEQnrannBB 

flnn^nraMH” nCDIDGn 
^rx—Ljunrii OQrin 

QnnnriB nnraonnQn 
SnSS Qufiora raciQG 


liEism 


47 Bieckthom 
46 Soft Cheese 

50 — avis 

51 Rellgieus image 


52 Soccer great 
55 Beverage 
sePmof 
letters ' 
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Oil Russia form venture 


■ImT- 
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to buUd gas pipeline 

T ®"** Russian state-owned gas 

m^opolists formed a company a joint stock company to buSd 
^d ^rate the Polish section of a pipeline carrying gas from 
to western Europe, Polish officials haw £»S7 

Jan^ Tokaizewski, a director at Polskie Gomictwo Naf- 
^e I Gaz^etwo (PGNIG) said his firm and Russia’s 
Cjazprom each held 48 per cent of the Europol Gaz’s 800 
bilhon doty ($42 million) ^are capital. 

Mr. Tokarzewski, a PGNIG director, said the remaining 
four per cent stake belonged to Gas Trading, a Polish-Russian- 
Oerman company controlled by the Russian and Polish 
monopolists. 

The Europol Gaz should be officially registered within a 
few days and wil start off with designing studies,” Mr. 
Tokaraewski said. 

• an August agreement signed by Polish and Russian 
presdents die two countries would cooperate on building the 
Polish part of a 4,000 kilometre pipeline carrying natural gas 
from Russia’s Arctic north to Gennany. 

It is expected to carry about 67 billion cubic metres of gas a 
yem and should be completed by 2010. Officials have 
tttimated total costs at about $10 billion' and the cost of 
investment in the Polish sector will be about S3 billion. 

Polish officials said the first pipes vrauld be laid in April next 
year and the first supplies of gas were expected to flow throng 
me pipeline in 1995. 


twgszM BAn etma mmmi - suikxsmii 
numew: 660i70 t m»io ’ 

ORBUZaiB HkMCET SSAU nUCZ LZ«r fSR SAZnDiMr 



eoKMjR'a ms 


AMI lAVK 

JORDM mXIONU. MMK 
UIK or JOHDM 
MZBOU nST XMVUnSIfT aMK. 
zmoRMK. 0Bva«n«T mm 

«S BOOS IMG BAR 


MM « 9 DM mvBsrmr babx 
O nCM Un FOR savxms i znvsstmsr 


xma» nnnsBaiiT s rziMice bmr- 
nn SLMU sxviBuzBVBsmBT rail mantB 
AHHM BANK roi IM V EI I WIB T 
mUtDBLPHZA ZMVtnMBIZ BABX. 

CPTOAL MIABIA ZHSOIIMCB 

JCKBM rUBCa ZBBOIIABCE 

AMI un A ACeiDBT XMXOMXCX 

jcnw 60 X.F ZMBCRANa 

•JORDMIAB ueruc FOIRX 

ranw BUiXL B rauusH 

nsio DIBSMCT ZLBCmem 

AMI ZnUBAXiOiaL VOtSLS 

jcmui naiuH x sm 

mnoMAL Kaxrai.xo nciranxis 

BHU. Mtsaag ZKVmUXHT 

JGMMI GOLF XXAL XSTATt IBVXSIHBIT 

jeasAB zMzxBBmoiaiL ziudzbs corbi 

ItlfTBABY IQSIB. MB t ll l U C KMBZBBMMl 

jenAB nsss laoMDATnM t alm’i 

JOROAB RSIS X raBUSUBG /KDHHIBTCmi 

IWZIW HIBBLB XXBT X COWHOOOAI BOKU 

AAAI ZBBR. raa iMvssmvT X xDDexneB 
MraBQECT eORST. mznzAL KMnmennzBe 
TBx joBMB ran racrauBs 
JDBDXB Mfin-™ nnnuiz 

m ZMDimiUIU. OOMHPt C lAL X jaUCOLinUL 

m JORDAM HORStn KZZXB 

AMS PimiWUlTlCAL MM HiyAWUH BB 

JCMM CBIAHie XHBOSTIIXSS 

m JCMSAB FZPXS MXinntCTDRIBC 

■MBDAB H 0 D X OkRDBOAW nCRBUXS 

BBZMmn X HnvxHe 

MBDAB GLASS ZBDOSTItXlS 

axA XL DXMX BxmoMDn X zBvxsnoacr 

ABAB ZBVBBnstBT X ZBnflMZOBAL IXIDB 

AAAI AtmZBZtM IBB US HW • 

AAAI PAFn COBVacrZBC X TRADIBB 
JOBOHI Mnzeu. cormaatzqb 
B»X 0 mL StEBL XBDUTOOr . 
un tABtlllKBt FXIAO-CSnacAL IBDVSntlU 
MBBAB ROCXMOaC. UOPSTRIXS 
mraBSAi. csDaCAL indobiubs 
MPBM ramStAZBS X MATCI/JZHCO 
jemw nxcuT cubckb i b iHDasmr 
BXTZOMAL CMtU X HUH MMI UTACHMU 3 IO 
MAOAB SaLPRO-tHEtUCALS 
AAAB mnxx rOK PaARH. X chducau 
joaniAB nmiT co. rax leaz. ■ food pmo. 
DBIVEKSAL BODXAB InDgSTUXS 


TRUm 

VOLOKB 

.ID 

PBE*. 

CLOBIBC 

MUCK 

oraazBO CLOsiBC 
razcB nzci 

31 S . 530 

151. 000 

155.500 

155.000 

41 . 4 B 5 

6 . 1 X 0 

6.270 

6.250 

1 . 2 M 

4.250 

4.320 

4.320 

3 X .539 

3.060 

3.050 

2.050 

xe.066 

4.050 

4.150 

4.050 

72,330 

5.750 

S.B 50 

S.B 50 

X 0 .X 43 

2. no 

' J .300 

3.130 

B ,200 

4.050 

4.100 

4.100 

915 

4.150 

4 .B 30 

4.850 

237.703 

4.250 

4.400 

4.410 

14 . 90 S 

5.350 

6.350 

6.350 

9,200 

4.630 

4.600 

4.500 

229,944 

1.550 

i.sao 

1.870 

2 x 4 , 63 } 

2.540 

2.730 

2 .XB 0 

13 . 2 Se 

3.350 

3.500 

3.500 

53,141 

3.550 

3 . 9 X 0 

3.530 

13,400 

3.050 

3.100 

3.100 

ST , 030 

3 . 6 M 

3.500 

3.600 

451,913 

2.450 

2.400 

2.490 

12,900 

7.500 

7.500 

7.600 

S ,030 

1.390 

1.390 

1.330 

20,311 

4.590 

5.000 

4.900 

17 . 9 XX 

0.660 

0.730 

0.710 

60.342 

4.030 

4.070 

4.130 

aso 

1.700 

X .700 

1.700 

7,365 

0.540 

0.540 

0.540 

9,750 

2.000 

3.050 

2.050 

S, 42 B 

1.140 

1.140 

1.150 

3,000 

30.000 

20.000 

30.000 

1,100 

10.500 

11.000 

11.000 

SB , 033 

3.260 

2.260 

3.270 

20.513 

3.740 

3.750 

2.710 

1,025 

3.050 

3.050 

2.050 

1 , 170,782 

3.030 

3.100 

3.110 

39,010 

10.690 

10.700 

10.600 

97 ,BS 1 

7.410 

7.600 

7.600 

50,430 

11.150 

11.900 

11.250 

196,377 

9.700 

B .900 

B.BOO 

15.750 

7 . 4 H 

7.550 

7.450 

14,030 

3.900 

3.550 

3.550 

400 

4.050 

4.000 

4.000 

20,376 

3.630 

3.530 

3.660 

41 

0.390 

0.410 

0.410 

157,071 

15.500 

17.000 

16.750 

12,355 

3.570 

3.530 

2.610 

161,045 

9.900 

10.000 

10.000 

4 . 93 B 

3.700 

1.750 

1.750 

1 . 43 S 

0.300 

0.310 

Q .330 

10,470 

5.500 

5.550 

8.670 

43 .SB 8 

3.550 

3.750 

3.700 

J ,203 
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Arab League urges members to pursue economic reforms 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
^b League has urged its 
members to pursue reforms to 
attract investment and heal 
their economies, which have 
been smothered by (todes of 
'State control and mismanage- 
ment of aid. 

In a study by its economic 
department, the Cafro-based 
league said such reforms had 
become more pressing to 
achieve the long-sought in- 
tegration among its 22 mem- 
bers and face competition fiom 
emerging giant economic 
blocs. 

It said the reforms should 


cover all sectors, including 
monet^ stability, removal of 
restrictions on currency ex- 
change rates and capital trans- 
fer, improvement of the invest- 
ment climate and upgrading 
management and efficiency. 

*‘Arab economic integration 
remains the main pillar for 
encountering growing chal- 
lenges fadpg member states in 
a world where the role of large 
economic blocs is increasing.” 
it said in the study, published 
by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) semi official daily A1 
Ittibad. 

*The most iniponant means 


for integration are attaining 
sustainable development -and 
economic stability, boosting 
intra-Arab trade and en- 
couraging domestic invest- 
ment. All this could be realbed 
through economic reform poli- 
cies which will help achieve 
similarity in Arab economic 
policies,” the study continued. 

Several Arab states have 
launched reforms at their own 
initiative or instructions by the 
International Monetary Fund 
to revive their economies, 
which are suffering from large 
debts', slow growth, unemplc^- 
ment and low investment 


mainly because of strong state 
control. 

The reforms gained momen- 
tum after the 19^' Gulf war as 
oil-rich states in the region said 
they were now linking aid to 
economic reforms. 

The Gulf move came after 
economic problems in most 
Arab nations persisted 
although ihev have receit'cd 
more than S350 million in aid. 
iremittances and other cash 
flow over the past 20 years. 

From $115 billion in 1985. 
Arab debt soared to $152 bil- 
lion in 1991 and debt servicing 


to 516.8 billion from $10.4 
billion. A budget deficit in 
non-oil Arab states persisted, 
reaching $7.3 billion while the 
deficit in the trade and balance 
of payments stood at $16.2 
billion and 515.9 billion respec- 
tively. 

But some Arab countries 
have reported improwment as 
they pressed ahead with econo- 
mic reforms, which are concen- 
trating on privatisation and in- 
vestment. A budget deficit in 
Egs'pc was nearly halved while 
it disappeared in Syria and it 
turned into a surplus in Jordan. 


"Reforms are the only 
means for .<\rab states to acti- 
vate their economies after mas- 
sive aid has produced no re- 
sults due to misuse of funds.” 
said a report by the Abu 
Dhabi-based .A.rab Monetary 
Fund. 

"Such reforms have im- 
proved the Arab debt situa- 
tion. with the debt of low and 
medium income members de- 
clining by three per cent to lOS 
per cent of their gross domestic 
product and debt servicing to 
18.9 per cent of their exports,” 
the report added. 


Gennan parliament approves holiday pay cuts 


BONN (R) — The Gennan 
p^iament passed a controver- 
sial law Friday under which 
workers will have their pay cut 
by a fifth on 10 public holidays 
to compensate employers for 
die' cost of a new nursing insur- 
ance scheme. 

The oroDosal approved in 
the Bund^ag, the lower 
house, means pay cheques will 
be sm^ler in months in whidi 
holidays such as Christmas, 
Easter and German unity day 
occur. 

Workers will be offered the 
choice of giving up two days' 
holiday instead. . 

The law is' intended to com- 
pensate firms for contributions 
to .a new insurance plan that 
wiU provide longterm nuiang 
cafe for Gem»ny’s growing 
population of old people. 

The government says 
businesses already face exces- 
sive wage and tax bills and 


must be compiensated to pre- 
vent the nursing insurance 
from undermining their com- 
petitiveness. 

“It is a question of avoiding 
a threat to jobs,” Labour 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

Tel: 656206-613681 


Minister Norbert Bluem told 
parliament. 

Unions have threatened 
strikes if the law is im- 
plemented as planned from 
Jan. 1 and it also faces consti- 


tutional challenges in Ger- 
many’s supreme mun. 

The opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD). who control 
the upper house of parliament, 
stron^y oppose the new leg- 
islation. 
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World News 



Relief drive launched for 
survivors of Indian cpiake 


UI^RGA. India (R) — Indi- 
an army units used bulldozers 
Saturday to uncover up to 
-30,000 peoeple dead or missing 
.after India's worst earthquake 
for SO years as relief teams set 
up shelters to house the living. 

• . Heavy rains around Latur. 
near the epicentre of Thurs- 
;day's killer earthquake, tem- 
porarily halted mass crema- 
Uons of the dead and efforts to 
.search for survivors in the rub- 
ble of ruined homes, residents 
■and police said. 

“We can't even bum the 
bodies," said Chandrakant 
Panchal, a resident of Latur. 
“The rains are so heavy that 
wrk has come to a standstill. 
Half-burned bodies are stink- 
ing ail over the place." 

Local police said at least 

30,000 people were dead or 
missing in 73 village in the 
disaster area. The estimate was 
based on a survey of affected 
villages and the number of 
families in eadi, said Bipin 
Bihari, superintendent of 
police for the Latur district. 

One local paper put the 
death toll at 44,000. 

Sharad Pawar, chief minister 


of the western state of Mahar- 
ashtra where the earthquake 
struck early Thursday, said 
temporary shelters were being 
erected in 50 villages to help 
supply food and health care to 
d^d survivors. 

“It is a very challenging 
situation," he told reporters. 

“We have not seen in inde- 
pendent India this type of ear- 
^quake in half a century." 

As offers of help poured in 
from around the world, Mr. 
Pawar said he had sufficient 
doctors and medical staff to 
cope with the thousands of 
people injured when their 
homes made of large stones 
and mud toppled in on them as 
they slept. 

“We have 250 doctors and 

1,000 nurses now in the area," 
said Mr. Pawar. 'There is no 
need for more.” 

He said the government was 
focusing on providing shelter 
and potable drinking water for 
survivors, and medi^ help for 
the injured. 

“The second priority is to 
remove debris to find the 
bodies underneath." he added. 

A U.S. spokesman in 


Washington said a military air- 
craft would fly to India 
Saturday carrying water jugs, 
tents and 2.6 million square 
feet (250,000 square metres) of 
shelter material for the 
thousands of homeless. 

More than 25,000 troops 
have been rushed in to help 
rescue efforts in the area 
around the towns of Khilari, 
near Latur, and Umbarga, 
some 450 kilometres east of 
Bombay. 

The daily- Ekmat, a Latur 
newspaper, put the death toll 
at 44,000, explaining that its 
figures were based on informa- 
tion collected from the quake- 
hit villages and the number of 
missing two days after the kil- 
ler earthquake struck. 

Police and rescue workers 
said so far they had collected 
around 12,000 corpses ^m 
under the rubble of thousands 
of destroyed houses. Relief 
workers said 73 villages had 
been affected, and it was im- 
possible to know how many 
had died. 

“It is difficult to distinguish 
between the dead and living at 
first sight," said one worker. 


“They are all lying in the same 
state." 

Hospitals in the region are 
overflowing, with patients 
being treats outside. 

Bodies were being hurriedly 
cremated in a race to head off 
outbreaks of disease. On 
Saturday, bodies lying covered 
in white sheets in the open air 
began decomposing. 

Several aftershocks added to 
residents' worries. 

“People were r^ly scared. 
To make matters worse, there 
was no electricity, during the 
night," Mr. Panchal said. 

In Khilari. rescue workers 
found some survivors miracu- 
lously alive. The Indian Ex- 
press newspaper reported that 
three children, including a IS- 
day old' infant, were found 
alive in the debris of their 
homes. 

All three children were un- 
hurt, but their parents were 
believed to have been killed, 
the newspaper said. 

Officials said Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao would 
visit the quake-affected area 
Monday. 

The subcontinent’s worst 


Fears of renewed war 
grow in Bosnia, Croatia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Intema- 
• tional negotiators tried to work . 
out deals on two fronts in 
former Yugoslavia Saturday — 
one among Serbs, Croats and 
. Muslims in Bosnia and one to 
allow U.N. troops to remain in 
Croatia. 

The U.N. pushed for agree- 
ment to renew the mandate of 
the 25,000 United Nations Pro- 
tection Force (UNPROFOR) 
pacekeepets in Croatia, Bos- 
nia and Macedonia. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman has held up the 
agreement by threatening to 
demand the removal of U.N. 
forces frimi a rebel Serb en- 
dave in his country unless UN- 
PROFOR takes more aggres- 
sive action to restore his gov- 
ernment’s authority in it. 

Bosnia's Muslims said they 
were ready to seek a negoti- 
ated settlement to the 18- 
month civil war de^ite die 
rejection of the latest peace 
(riu by their parliament. 

“We think the peace proo^ 
is still open," Bomian Foreign 
Minister Haris Silajdzic told 
Sarajevo Radio. 

But Bosnian Serbs and 
Croats stuck to a bard line — 
eiltaar the Muslims accept the 
plan onccNnditionaUy or the 18- 
month dvn war worsens. 

The Bosnian parliament this 
week efTectively rejected the 
peace package, diriding the 
country into three ethnic 
•states, by making didr accqat- 
ance contfitional on the return 
;of territory sdzed by force. 

hfr. Snajdzic suggested that 
!tbe territorial questions could be 
.settled tbrou^ international 
■arbitration by “appointed 
iworld institutions." but did not 
[elaborate. 

Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic said he also 
hoped to stay in the negotia- 
tions. although territorial con- 
cessions made to the Muslims 
as part of the latest Geneva 
agreement were already being 
withdrawn. 

“I think our assembly will 
withdraw the concessions but 
we will stay in the conference." 
he told Reuters Television as 
the Bosnian Serb* paritamem 
started discussing its next move 
Saturday. "The (latest Gene- 
va) package is very worth- 
while." 

European Community (EC) 
peace envoy Lord Owen has 
said that resuming the three- 
way talks was an option, but he 
saw no willingness yet to com- 
promise. 

As he spoke. U.N. officials 
said Bosnian Serbs had laun- 
ched a campaign of rape, tor- 
ture and beatings against Mus- 
lims and Croats in the Banja 
Luka region, apf^rently aimed 


at driving them out of the area 
in northern Bosnia. 

The U.N. Security Council 
Friday adopted a stopgap re- 
solution extending until Tues- 
day. the UNPROFOR's ex- 
pired mandate in former 
Yugoslavia. 

In an attempt to meet Croa- 
tian objections, it agreed to 
warn Serb-led rump Yugosla- 
via of “serious consequences'* 
if it continued to support rebel 
Serbs who have proclaimed 
their own Krajina Republic on 
captured Croatian territory. 

U.N. diplomats said this had 
annoyed ^rbian leader Slobo- 
dan Milosevic and he had 
threatened to pull out of the 
Bosnia peace t^ks in which he 
has played a key role. ^ 

Mr. Tudjman wants UN- 
PROFOR to disarm rebel 
Serbs holding the Krajina re- 
gion of Croatia, but the U.N. 
says this exceed its powers. 

The'Serbs were supposed to 
turn in their weapons as part of 
a ceasefire agre^ent that en- 
ded Croatia's war for inde- 
pendence and installed a U.N. 
peacekeeping presence in 
Serb-beld areas. 

In tbe breakaway Muslim 
enclave around Biliac in north- 
western Bosnia a local leader 
called on people and soldieis 
to rise in defence of the area 
against troops loyal to the Bos- 
nian central government in 
Sarajevo. 

Fikret Abdic. self- 
proclaimed president of the 
BihM pocket, said there had 
been an “intensified campaign 
of military terror against the 
population of western Bos- 
nia.” 

Bihac declared autonomy 
Monday and Bosnian troops 
moved in soon after. They 
fired into the ground in front of 
demonstrating drilians but no 
one was injured and no serious 
dashes have been reported. 

U.N. observers re|wrted li- 
mited fighting in Bosnia Satur- 
day. but UNPROFOR spokes- 
man Colonel Bill Aikman said 
fighting and attacks on UN- 
PROFOR troops were causing 
“serious concern." 

He told reporters in 
Sarajevo that a French soldier 
had been hit in the leg by a 
sniper near the French bar- 
racks in the Bosnian capital. A 
French armoured personnel 
carrier on Mount Ig^n over- 
looking the dty was hit by a 
greruide and two soldiers inside 
suffered damaged eardrums. 

Spanish troops near the dis- 
puted southwestern Bosnian 
town of Mostar were sniped at 
when they tried to retrieve a 
broken-down vehicle, he 
added. 


Pyongyang drops conditions; 
seeks new talks with Seoul 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea propoNed to South 
Korea Saturday that the two 
countries resume talks uncon- 
ditionally next week on the 
crucial nuclear is.suc and on 
reconciliation after an emht- 
monlh standoff, an official 
.^pt^kesman said. 

North Korean Prime Minis- 
ter Kant! Sung-San sent a mes- 
sace to his ^uthern counter- 
ptfrl Hwang In-Sung suggesting 
that the two sides hold a work- 
ing-level meeting at the bor- 
der-truco village of Panmunjom 
Tuoday to discuss the ex- 
change" of special envo>s. a 
spokesman from South 
Korea's unification board said. 

.Although Mr. Kung repe- 
ated the North's demand that 
the South stop putting interna- 
tional prvs.sure on Pyonj;yang 
to allow outside insiMction of 


its nuclear facilities and halt 
U.S. -South Korean joint milit- 
ur>' exercises, he did not make 
the Tuesday meeting depen- 
dent on the demand 

"This means that the two 
Koreus will resume dialogue 
for the first time since the talks 
were suspended on Jan. 25." 
the spokesman told AFP. 

Mr. Kang said the North 
would send three working- 
level officiaLs to Panmunjom. 

The two Sides have agreed in 
principle to exchange social 
presidential envovs to discuss 
wavs to ensure a nuclear 
weapon-free Korean peninsula 
and achieve reconciliation. 

IAEA officials and South 
Koreans earlier warned the 
North Korean nuclear issue 
might be referred to the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council 
for possible sanction's. 


Sri Lankan troops destroy 
rebel camp, 120 boats 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
an troops destroyed a camp, 
pier and more than 120 guerril- 
la boats in their push into 
rebel-held territory in the 
northern Jaffiia peninsula, a 
Defence Ministry statement 
■said Saturday. 

'Troops are in the process of 
consoliwting the area cap- 
tured. A well-fortified terrorist 
camp and tbe pier used by the 
Sea Hgers were destroyed," 
the statement said. 

Details of rebel deaths were 
not known and there were no 
casualties to troops in Satur- 
day's advance, it said. 

Troops, pounded by mortar 
bombs, inched further into 
Tamil rebel territory in tiieir 
thrust to destroy supply boats 
and landing points, military 
sources said ^turday. 

Neariy 400 government sol- 
diers, rebels aim civilians have 
been killed since the govern- 
ment offensive began last 
Tuesday. 

“We have destroyed several 
crossing points and boats. The 
job has been mostly done but 
we still have a little more left. 
We are starting off now," a 


senior military officer in charge 
of the offensive said by tele- 
phone earlier Saturday. 

“We took a severe beating 
yesterday and there was very 
heavy resistance. But things 
are much better now. Morale is 
high," the officer said, refer- 
ring to. Friday’s fighting. 

Tlie Defence Ministry said 
Friday night troops had cap- 
tured two major boat landings 
in the Kilali area used by the 
rebels to ferry supplies and 
men across the lagoon between 
the rebel-controlled Jaffna 
peninsula and the Sri Lankan 
mainland. 

Reinforcements were sent to 
the battle front Friday as 
troops went into Kilali, backed 
by air force fighters, helicopter 
gunships, heavy artillery and 
naval support. 

The officer said 114 soldiers 
had been killed in four days of 
fierce fighting as troops, esti- 
mated to number about 3,000, 
advanced 14 kilometres north 
of a base in Elephant Pass. 

Earlier unofficial estimates 
had put the death toll at 150, 
about 230 rebels and 40 civi- 
lians have also died. 


Mrs. Clinton seen smarter 
than husband — poll 


WASHINGTON (R) — Hill- 
ary Rodham Qinton is be- 
lieved to be smarter than her 
husband. President Bill Gin- 
ton. a new national poll pub- 
lished Friday said. 

A USA Today/CNN/Gallup 
poll, taken during Mrs. Gin- 
ton's promotional campaign 
for national health care in G>n- 
gress this week, found 40 per 
cent of those polled thought 
she was smarter than her hus- 
band while only 22 per cent felt 
he was smarter. 

Seventeen per cent said they 
were equally intelligent, six per 
cent said neither was smarter 
and 15 per cent did not know. 

Overall. 61 per cent gave 
her a favourable rating which 
was about the same rank as 
before her testimony on behalf 
>of the national medical plan, 
which drew congressional 
raves. 

Only 27 per cent viewed her 
unfavourably while 12 per cent 
had no opinion. 

The poll found 47 per cent 
believed she was qualified to 


be president against 44 per 
cent who didn’t feel that way. 
But a majority, 56 per cent, did 
not want to see her run for the 
White House against 36 per 
cent who did and ei^t per cent 
who had no opinion. 

But as far as being the ideal 
first lady, Mrs. Ginton ranked 
behind Barbara Bush with 39 
per cent believing George 
Bush's wife came eldest to the 
ideal president’s wife. Mrs. 
Gimon followed with 36 per 
cent, Nancy Reagan with 11 
per cent and Rosalynn Carter 
with seven per cent. 

On whether Mrs. Ginton 
was too influential as an activ- 
ist first lady, 48 per cent said 
she exerted the ri^t amount of 
influence, 41 per cent felt she 
was too influential, four per 
cent said her influence was too 
little and seven per cent had no 
opinion. 

ITie poll of 751 adults taken 
between Sept. 29 and Sept. 30 
had a margin of error of plus or 
minus four percentage points. 


3 bombs injure 4 in London 


LONDON (AP) — Three 
explotions . rock^ northwest 
London early Saturday, 
panicking late-night pedes- 
trians amid scenes of flame and 
flying glass, police and witnes- 
ses said. 

Police said four people cut 
by flying shards of glass were 
ferried to the Royal Free Hos- 
pital nearby. 

Chief Superintendent Tony 
Buchanan told reporters that 
police received a coded tele- 
phone warning six minutes be- 
fore the three bombs exploded 
in the area of Finchley Road, a 
largely upper-middle-class re- 
sidential district, about 12:25 
a.m. (2325 GMT). 

"As soon as officers arrived 
at the scene, they witnessed 
three explosions." said Mr. 
Buchanan, who noted that the 
blasts had "all the hallmarks of 
a terrorist attack." 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
man, speaking in customary 
anonymity, said the “relatively 
small" bombs were left outside 
a Domino's Pizza parlor and a 
real-estate office. A nightclub 
nearby was evacuated after the 
blasts, he said. 

The Metropolitan Police 
bomb SQuad later carried rut a 


controlled explosion on a sus- 
pect package left at another 
point of Findiley Road. 

The explo»ons, which blew 
out windows for blocks, caught 
the remnants of late-ni^t pub- 
goeis as well as crowds of 
people heading home by sub- 
way. 

Police sternly ordered peo- 
ple away from the scene and 
roped off an area a half-mile 
square.. Officers were seen 
seardiing parked cars and gar- 
bage cans by flashlight. 

There was no immediate 
claims of responsibility for the 
attack, but it appeared likely to 
have been the work of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). 

Meanwhile, a suspected 
IRA car bomb blasted a North- 
ern Ireland hotel as the guerril- 
la group's political wing called 
for a new and imaginative 
approa^ to bringing peace to 
the province. 

The 200 lb (90 kg) bomb 
exploded at a hotel in Mar- 
kethill in the south of the 
province Thursday night, caus- 
ing extensive damage but no 
injuries in a continuing cam- 
paign to disrupt tourism in the 
province, police said Friday. 



Army personal search for earthquake snrvi vms in the i 
worst hit village in India (AFP photo) 


earthquake this century was on 
May 31, 1935, when 50,000 
people were killed in the Quet- 
ta area of what is now Pakis- 
tan. At least 10,700 were killed 
in the Nepal/Bihar border re- 
gion on Jan. IS. 1934. 

India plans to resettle the 
thousands of villagers made 
homeless by the eartiumake, 
the chief minister of the 
Maharashtra said. 

Sharad Pawar told reporters 


it would cost around 2.5 billion 
rupees ($80 million) to resettle 
survivors from the devastated 
villages. 

“But the way the people of 
the world and India have 
reacted, I am confident that we 
will be able to face the situa- 
tion and overcome it," he said. 

Meanwhile, for tbe first 
time in its independent history, 
India will accept foreim aid to 
help the survivors of toe earth- 
quake, a government spokes- 


man said Saturday. 

He said India, which has 
made a point since independ- 
ence from in 1947 of 

relying on Its own resources to 
cope with the natural disasters 
that regularely ravage it, bad 
not and would not ask for help. 

“But the government has 
indicated (to countries which 
have offei^ aid) that it will 
accept all offers of assistance," 
the spokesman told Reuters. 


Georgian rebels seize Black Sea port 


TBILISI. Georgia (R) -- 
Forces loyal to ousted Geor- 
gian President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia swept into the Black 
Sea port of Poti Saturday after 
a lightning assault that tbe De- 
fence Ministiy said left many 
people dead. 

The attack marked a re- 
sumption of open hostilities 
between Mr. Camsakhurdia's 
men and government forces 
baddng leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze after a temporary — 
but unsuccessful — alliance to 
stop Geo^a’s Abkhazia pro- 
vince falling to secessionists. 

A Defence hfinist^ spokes- 
man said the “zviadist" forces 
overran Poti in western Geor- 
gia within a few hours, routing 
government troops who had 
only a tenuous grip on the port 
dty. 

“Poti has been overrun 1^ 
Lotti Kobaliya’s troops,’* said 
the spokesman in the national 
cafMtid Tbilisi, referring to Mr. 
Camsakhurdia’s chief com- 
mander. 'There are dead and 
wounded." 

Tbe nationalist Gamsakhur- 
dia, elected after Georgia 
gained independence from tiie 
Soviet Union, was chased from 
power in an anned rebellion in 
January 1992. 

His opportunity for' a com- 
eback bid came^ with what 
proved to be a deceive Abkha- 
zian secessionist offensive 
against the provindal caintal of 


Sukhumi laundied on Sept. 15. 

'V^th his old enemy Shevard- 
nadze holed up in Sukhumi, 
1^. Gamsakhurdia returned 
6rom exile to rebuild his stron- 
ghold in western Geoijpa, an 
ethnically distinct region 
whose natives speak a sep^te 
dialect from those in Tbilisi in 
the east. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia, son of a 
famous Georgian writer, was 
IMisecuted for his dissident be- 
liefs during Soviet power and 
on independence was elected 
presidmt by a .landslide. 

Opponents who forced him 
from power accused him of 
pursuit dictatorial methods. 

Since returning he has dwelt 
on Mr. Shevardnadze's failures 
in Abkhazia and the economy 
to underpin his bid to return to 
power. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia has al- 
ways been bitterly anti-Russian 
while Mr. Shevardnadze has 
tried to cooperate with Mos- 
cow, a poKi^ now in tatters 
after Geor^a's defeat in 

. Abkhazia. 

Mr. Gamsakbur^'s armed 
siqipoiters already controlled 
la^ parts of western Georgia 
and had been tightening their 
stranglehold on Poti and on the 
port of Batumi farther west 
along die coast, for some time. 

The seizure of Poti now 
gives Gamsakhurdia greater 
leverage over the Sbevard- 
nadz.: leadership snee it is a 


major delivery point for oil, 
stapes sudi as gran, and inter- 
national humanitarian aid for 
the whole country. 

Hiere was no immediate 
word from Mr. Shevard- 
nadtt, who toured western 
Georgia tiiis week to review 
government forces there._ 

Irakli Batiashvili, head of 
Georgia's Internal Security 
Smvice, denounced the attack 
on Poti saying: “Greater 
treachery and perfidy does not 
exist. Poti is a point of great 
strate^ importance and chat is 
why £ey attacked there." 

Russia, accused by Mr. She- 
vardnadze of playing a key role 
in Abkhazia by backi^ the 
secestionists, draied Friday it 
had had a hand in helping Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia to return from 
Grozny in neighbouring 
Giedinya. 

■ Foreign Nfinistry ^okesman 
Grigory Karasin was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS news a^ncy as 
also calling on .Georgia's au- 
thorities CO do alUn their pow- 
ers to protect Russians, parti- 
cularly servicemen, who have 
been the object of individnal 
attacks. 

In tbe latest such incident a 
counsellor at the Russian 
embassy and his driver were 
beaten Friday ni^t by four 
armed men in llrilisi who 
attacked their official car. 
ITAR-TASS said. 


Russia, questioned on NATO, promotes CSCE 


MOSCOW (R)— The Russian 
Foreign Ministry has said it 
saw the S3-nation Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) as the best 
vehide for improving security 
on the continent. 

A ministry spokesman, 
answering a question at a news 
conference, was unable to 
comment on President Boris 
Yeltsin's warning to NATO 
members this week not to re- 
cruit new members from East- 
ern Europe. 

But he said: “It is the 
sovereign right of every state 
to ensure its security in any 
way, including throu^ parti- 
cipation in military alliances." 

The spokesman, Grigory 
Karasin, said Russia under- 
stood that NATO (North 


Atlantic Treaty alliance), the 
cold war bulwr^ against com- 
munism, needed to diange to 
take into account the changing 
face of Europe. 

But Moscow was opposed to 
any "premature" dianges and 
was prepared to take part in 
discussions on the future of the 
Western alliance and on the 
whole question of European 
security. 

“The security of Europe 
must be indivisible," he s^d. 

“We are convinced that it is 
necessary to boost the anti- 
crisis peacekeeping potential 
on the scale of the whole conti- 
nent, in particular making 
more active use of the poten- 
tial and possibilities of the 
CSCE," be said. 

The CSCE, set up in 1975 to' 


help bridge the East-West di- 
vide, groups S3 nations tom 
Europe, North America and 
the former Soviet republics. 

Mr. Yeltsin's warning, in a 
letter to Western governments 
this week, caused dismay and 
anger among farmer members 
of the Kremlin’s rival group- 
ing, the Warsaw Pact, whidi 
had been hopine to join 
NATO. 

Hie C^edi government Fri- 
day shrugged off President 
Yeltsin's warning and made 
dear its ambitions to join the 
Western alliance were un- 
affected. 

Tbe C^eefa Republic has said 
that it aims to join NATO as 
part of efforts to integrate in 
West European economic and 
security organisations. 


Khmer Rouge recognises king, constitution 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Cambodian leaders Saturday 
laid down conditions for allow- 
ing the Khmer Rouge to hold 
talks on their future under the 
new government, as faction 
leader Khieu Samphan left 
here calling preliminary discus- 
sions with tte king a “success." 

Khieu Samphan spent 24 
hours in the Cambodian capital 
in which he dedared he recog- 
nised the new constitution and 
the monarchy, and offered to 
integrate his guerrilla forces 
into the national army but not 
to lay down their weapons. 

He did not go so far as to 
recognise the government 
headed by Co-Premiers Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and Hun 
Sen. 

King Norodom Sihanouk re- 
portedly told him that his re- 
quest to have an advisory role 
in the government would have 
to be discussed at the round- 
table talks, scheduled for 
November. 

“But just in case Mr. Hun 
Sen and Prince Ranariddh 
could not accept to have the 
roundtable, the king will try to 
bridge the gap and will make a 
shuttle diplomacy and have in- 
dividual meetings." Khmer 
Rouge spokesman Kor 
Bunheng said. 

In a letter to Khieu Sam- 
phan. the co-premiers outlined 


onditions under which the 
roundtable could be held. 

The radical guerrillas must 
recognise the new government 
as well as its constitution, adc- 
nowiedge that they are a guer- 
rilla faction holding discussions 
with a full-fledged govern- 
ment, and stop denouncing the 
new government on their clan- 
destine radio, the letter said. 

“We consider the roundt- 
able discussions very impor- 
tant. but before having such 
discussions, we consider that 
you must do these things," it 
said. 

The co-premiers are current- 
ly in New York attending the 
United Nations General 
Assembly, but sent the letter 
Friday. 

“We believe your excellency 
will not raise up again the issue 
of Vietnamese puppets... and 
will stop any inflamatory, 
separatist and hostile broad- 
casts opposed to the spirit of 
national reconciliation and uni- 
ty because our beloved 
motherland has only one legal 
government and monarch." 
the letter said. 

During the meeting between 
Khieu Samphan and King 
Sihanouk, the Khmer Rouge 
nominal leader told foe king 
that the Khmer Rouge recog- 
nise the new constitution and 
the monarchy that it set up. 


Khieu Smphan told repor- 
ters at the airport before 
boarding a Thai Airways flight 
to Ban^rok that the talks were 
a “success." 

But a faction statement said 
his positions were non-neeoti- 
able. 

For the November talks 
“Khieu Samphan said that the 
(faction) would not change 
tom its two-point proposal 
already submitted to His 
Majesty's consideration: The 
formation of a national army 
including the NADK, (and) 
the (fection) representatives 
will have an advisory role,” it 
said. 

The official title of the guer- 
rillas is the National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea 
(NADK). 

“The (faction) will not ask 
for more and will not seek 
governmental posts," the 
Khmer Rouge statement said. 

The Khmer Rouge /also 
reiterated their support for a 
ceasefire in a sec^ state- 
ment. 

“The DKP (Democratic 
Kampuchea Party, or Khmer 
Rouge) wants to have a real 
ceasefire,” the statement said. 
“To achieve it, there should be 
a committee to discuss detailed 
plans of foe ceasefire and the 
principles of its control and 
verification." 


Would-be robbers 
pick on wrong 
foreign tourist 

ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
The pls^ue of criine against 
foreign tourists in Rorida took 
a twist when two would-be 
robbers encountered an 
amateur heavyweight boxer 
called “Chubby” by his mates 
back in Wales. Andrew Grif- 
fitbs, a professional body- 
guard, told police he knocked 
one man unconscious and the 
other one groggy before driv- 
ing away tom the robbery 
attempt in tont of an Oriandb 
store, "rm certain one of them 
will require serious medical 
attention,” said Griffitte, 
“Apparently, he got himself 
out of trouble," Police Sgl.' 
Mike Holloway said Friday. 
Florida's tourist industry has 
t^n a hit from a rash of 
attacks on foreign visitoK. Ten 
foreigners have been killed in 
foe past year. Mr. Griffiths had 
just left a bank and stopped at 
a store to buy cigarettes when 
two men ask^ him for a lig^t 
and then demanded his money. 
1^ boxer said he came up 
fighting, popping one man in 
the fece and delivering a kick 
and karate chop to the other. 
The visitor then jumped into 
his car and returned to his 
hotel. He didn't file a report 
with pK>lice until later in the 
day. Mr. Griffiths told repor- 
ters his femily arrived in Flor- 
ida for a two-week vacation on 
Sept. 24 and realised their ren- 
tal car and hotel vouchers were 
worthless because their tour 
company had gpne out of busi- 
ness. But the family of five 
obtained a rental car, checked 
into another hotel and begdn 
visiting foe theme parks. They 
I^an to go to Miami over the 
weekend. “l*d beard about the 
violence here, but I thought, 
“what were the chances?" Mr.' 
Griffiths smd. “At this point. 
Fm thinking. Vhat more can 
go wrong?’’’ 

S. African edition 
of Mustier banned 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The South Aftican ^ition of 
the U.S. girlie magazine Hust- 
ler has b^n hit with a court 
interdia for the third time in as 
many months, this time for 
offering money to loc^ TV 
personalities to pose in the 
nude, press reports said. Tbe 
magazine’s first two issues had 
also been banned for obscen- 
ity, altfaou^ foe local editiort 
is much tamer than the one 
tiiat appears in the United 
States. In its latest issue. Hust- 
ler invited six popular woman 
television personalities to pose 
naked, offering them each 

100,000 rand ($29,400) to bare 
breasts and 200,000 rand 
($58,800) to expose their genit- 
als. The court, acting on a 
complaint tom the women, 
ruled that the offer was “a 
gross invasion of (their) digni- 
ty" and rejected Hustler editor 
Chari Pretorius’s claim that the 
offer was made in a “light- 
hearted" vein. The court asked 
foe offending pages to be re- 
moved tom the magazine, 
which it described as “coarse 
and obscene in nature... licen- 
^us, containing nothing of 
literary value and aiming solely 
to sexually titillate its readers,” 
the Citizen newspaper re- 
ported. 

Strays to be 
pampered at 
$2 million shelter 

MISSION VIEJO, Calif. (AP) 

— A dog's life will be pretty 
luxurious for strays living in 
foe dty's new SZ.3 million 
animal shelter. Tbe shelter in- 
cludes skylights, heated floors,, 
paneled walls, showers, private 
water lines for each cage and a 
get-ac^ainted park. The 
$329,000 yearly operating cost 

— $129,000 more than foe dty. 
^nds on a senior dtizeas 
community centre — is draw- 
ing fire. “This is not an animal 
shelter. This is a very palatial, 
heated facility with fancy 
things h doesn't need," said 
Gary Manley, who ran unsuo-' 
ces^iilly for dty coundl last 
year. Coundiwoman Sharon 
Cody said the shelter should, 
lead to more pet adoptions, 
helping save some of the 200- 
300 dogs and cats put to sleep 
each year in Misaon Viejo. 
“We have to get people over 
that stereotypical image of the. 
dog pound," Ms. Cody said. “I 
wanted a parklike setting be- 
cause I thought it would be a 
place that families would come' 
and sit and vidt.” 

Appetite proves 
fatal for Biosphere 
pigs 

ATLAOTA(AP)- A family 
of pgs livim in Biosphere 2 feR 
yirtm to their own large aoD^ 

and became p^^^ 

2® 5^W-which were 
fr^^rgia — and the seven 

^j^reedouttobetoo 


/ 
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Italian ace leads Cyprus Rally 


NICOSIA (AP) — Italian driv- 
er Alessandro Horio punched 
throu^ the fim st^ge of the 
gruelinj Rothmans Cyprus 
Motor l^y Friday to secure a 
■S9>second le^ on the first day 
• of the event, ranked among the 
top 10 in Europe. 

Rorio, last year’s winner, is 
dnviDg a Lancia Delta Integ- 
rate with Vittorio BrambiUa as 
his co-driver. 

- Second, behind Italian 
team at the end of te first 
stage, was Antonis Jeropovdos, 
the 1991 diampion, in a Mitsu- 


bishi VR4, followed by 
Bagbeera of Lel^on in Lan- 
cia Delta Integrale. 

Before all the cars were off 
the ramp outside the Nicosia 
Museum two British teams of 
the initial 92 entries from li 
countries droped out. 

Jimmy McRae's Ford 
•Saphire Cosworth caught fire, 
but he and co-driver Ian Grin- 
drod bailed out unhurt. Alis- 
tair McRae and co-driver 
David Senior decided not to 
take any risk, and dropped out 
when 'they found oO mm the 
gearbox began leaking onto 


the hot exhaust of their Subaru 
Legacy. 

Two other British teams of 
^ ori^nal six failed to make 
it throi^ the first stage and a 
team from Jordan went out 
with a brt^en gnrbox. 

That left 87 cars in the race 
SS* 973 kilometres 

(978 miles) in four legs. The 
route includes 368 kilometres 
(230 miles) in 22 special s tages 
on gravel-covered narrow, 
twisting mountain roads 
Signed to test both drivers and 
vehicles. 


JBF International Basketball Tournament 

Bulgaria’s Himik defeat Jordan 


By Aleen Bannayan 
^fedal to Ae Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Bulgaria’s 
HimOc Qub Saturday scored 
their third straight win by 
overcoming Jordan’s natiomd 
team 112-101 on the fourth 
day of the International Bas- 
ketball Tournament orga- 
nised by the Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF). 

Tbe atmosphere at the 
^N>rts Palace was that of 
disappointment, to say the 
•least, as players, officials and 
fans of the Kingdom's team, 
who had beaten Iraqi cham- 
pions A1 Naft 83-76 Friday 
after losing to Lebanon's A1 
Hikmeh 8^74 on the opening 
day, had voiced hope that the 
team would overcome its 
shortcomings and fi^t for an 
advanced standing in the 
diampionshjp. 

However tiiat was not tbe 
case. The Bulgarian team's 
agUity was no match, even to 
\Se most seasoned flyers of 
the Jordanian team, who 
were given a rest in the 
second half of the match. 

Himik now lead the stand- 
intt in the championship, 
which comes amid the Jorda- 
nian team's preparations for 
the Asian Basketball Cham- 
pionship. due to be held in 
Jakarta, IndoDesia Nov. 12- 
20. 

In an eariier match Satur- 
day Iraq's A1 Talaba scored a 
last-minute 78-77 win over 
Lebanon’s A! Hikmeh. 

Jordan’s match against 
Himik, attended ,byr sparse . 
crowd of arwnd 3W fans, 
was close at the beginning. 
Jordan led 7-2 and scoring 
remained dose before both 
teams tied at 21-21. Himik 
began to expand their lead at 
30-25. The gap was narrowed 
to 41-39 but Ifimik success- 
ftjJly widened their lead, easi- 
W penetrating Jordan's de- 
fence to wid^ tbe gap to 
52-41. IRlal Barakat scored 
for Jcftdan as the team lacked 



Jordan’s national team 

offensive rebounding. Himik 
won tbe first half 58-47. 

Jordan's Coach Alexander 
Sasha substituted the basic 
line-up to include younger, 
faster jdayers like Moham- 
mad Al Shamali and Ziyad 
Nabulsi. Tbe gap was nar- 
rowed to 69-62, but after two 
successive three-pointers 
Himik again led 76-<Q and 
81-d7. 

As the well-known Murad 
and Hilal Barakat, Naser 
Bushnaq, Marwan Ma'touq 
and Yousef 2i;aghIoul sat out, 
SamirMurqus joined the re- 
latively less-experienced 
Muntaser Abultayeb, Jihad 
Saliba;;^Afarwan--AJ. Saeedi..' 


Shamali and Nabulsi. 

Ifimik continued to score 
as the Jordanian team 
seemed to lose their fitting 
^irit and surrendered to de- 
f^t. Tbe visiting team led 
91-74 and 100-78 before 
Abultayeb and Shamali put 
up a good effort trying to 
minimise the difference to 
107-92. Saeedi rebounded 
and Shamali scored to lessen 
the gap as Himik clinched the 
win 112-101. 

Moscow's CSKA were to 
meet Iraq's Al Naft in Satur- 
day's late match. 

Al Hikmeh play Himik 
Al Naft meet Al Talaba Sun- 
day. .b--' 


STANDINGS 
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P 

W 

L 

SF 

$A 
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Ftimilc 

3 

3 


319 

289 

6 

CSKA 

2 
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202 

125 

4 

Bikmrti 

3 

1 

2 

234 

242 

4 

Jordso 

3 

] 

2 

258 

273 

4 

Tabbs 

3 

1 

2 

229 

303 

4 

Naft 

2 

— 

2 

166 

176 
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Short seeks first victory in chess match 


LONDON (R) — Briton Nigel 
Short will nse the advantage of 
tbe white pieces and first move 
to try to breach the defences of 
world chess champion Garry 
Kasparov is the 12th game m 
their tide match Saturday. 

Kasparov leads the 24-game 
series 8-3 with five wins and six 
draws, and needs only a 12-12 
tie to retain die crown. Out- 
right victory means a 5/8 share 


of the £1.7 million ($2.5 mil- 
lion) puise from the Times of 
London newspaper. 

Tlwre is an add^ psycholo- 
gical incentive for Short to win 
as the first haK of the series 
comes to a close, with Kaspar- 
ov still not having tasted de- 
feat. 

But Short has enjoyed his 
best week so far, scoring two 
draws from two games, and 
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* J92 


East 


WEST 
*J8S8 
9K6 
0K43 
* Q 10 7 6 

SOOTH 
* A K 10 6 

- 9AQ8 

*E8, 

'Die Udifin^ 

Soath Wast North 

1 0 Paaa l 9 

8NT Fan 8NT 

Pan . Pan 

Opnh^ leach Rve of* . 
in 1888, the Mvrimac, a coalr 
canyiflgveMBl, wn sunk in Santu- 

gD Harbor in an attmpt to Uock tiK 
SpanidL fleet The eqdvalent tactic 
over tha gmn faaiu is apttynuDed 

the Meniniac C019, in which an 
higfc ^rd is led to 
tsock (Wt an ntxy. 

With a sh^tly unbalanced band, 
Noidi zaight have elected to de&e 
tie holdiag better by rdwldnig 


three clubs. That no^t have resoh- 
ed in a eontiact of four hearta, un- 
beatable as the cwde be. However, it 
required spectacular defenae to de- 
iSeat the no-trump gsxne. 

Faced with no ^ipeali^ ehenia- 
tive. South elected to win the firet 
elul) in dummy to take a heart fi- 
neeee. That proved to be a waste of 
time when Weet won the km& It 
BM ^t eeem automacie to con&iiie 
with dub, but hxA idiat 

would happen. Dedarer would win, 
the see of hearts and clear the 
Buit. The most the defeoden could 
then do would be to bank wro dob 
tricks. Eventually, declarer would 
faifcit the diamond and acore 

two spades, three hearta, two ifia- 
monds and two clubs— nhie tricks in 
all. 

After conaideraUe thought, Weet 
emeiged with a cpee t awlar de- 
fense— tbe king of Hiamondo, the 
Menimae Coup! That gave declarer 
thin dtamoiid tricks, only eight 

tricks in all for if de^r' captured 
the kiM with dumiDy's are there 
would M no entiy to the nod 
hearts. Holding im tbe ace woiM be 
equally bitile. lather a ifarwmri 
continuation or a return to dubs 
allow the defenae to prevail 


having generated dianoes to 
win playing both with white 
and black. 

Short’s last game with the 
advantage of the first move led 
to his nearest miss so fer, with 
Kasparov surviving a com- 
pletely lost portion after Short 
lost concen tra tion in time trou- 
ble, having only seconds per 
move to avoid a loss by forfeit. 

Kasparov, 30, whose play 
has become punctuated wi^ 
grave oversights, confirmed re- 
ports that the strain of constant 
complicated battles had left 
him fatigued, but felt that 
Short was showing signs of 
weariness as well. 

Short, 28, insists he is stUi in 
good form, and appeared to be 
cheerful and energetic after 
Thursday's game. 

Many grandmasters were 
mystified about Kasparov's 
appearance after the 11th 
^me. Normally fit and energe- 
tic, Kasparov was listless and 
subdued, sitting dumped in his 
chair, fatigue showing in his 
swollen eyes. 

Experts speculate Kasparov 
may adopt a more conservative 
approadi when defending the 
black pieces in the next game. 

Kasparov’s provocative de- 
fensive strategy has led to com- 
plex games with Short consis- 
tently creating winning 
diances. 

Although Kasparov has 
scored well with this risky 
strategy — four draws and one 
win — many of his positions 
have been catastrophic, and 
experts feel he could be 
puling his tuck with further 
^aip play. 



France's David Donillct reacts after defeating David 
KhsJchaldehvili of Georgia in the Wmid Judo f T»aw»p»4inghipe 
(AFP lAoto) 

World Judo Championships 

Douillet wins world title 


HAMILTON (R) — French- 
man David Douillet upset 
Olympic champion David 
Khakhaleicfavili to win the 
over-95 kilogramme title at the 
World Judo Championships 
Thuisday. 

Douillet hurled the powerful 
Georgian to the mat to win the 
seventh world judo title in 
French history and the nation’s 
first ever in the heavywei^t 
division. 

Khakhaleichvili, who defe- 
ated the 24-year-old French- 
man in the European ^am- 
pionships final in Athens in 
May, tried to block an attack 
from the Frenchman and then 
counter him. 

But Douillet continued the 
Uchimata (inner thigh throw) 
to score a Wazari (deskive 
knockdown). 

“The opening was there and 
1 seized it. It makes all the 
training worthwhile. I just 
hope my two children will be 
watching it on television,” 
Douillet said. 

On a day when the 
Japanese, tbe inventors of the 
sport, failed to get any medal 
in either of the men’s two 


categories, Antal Kovacs of 
Hungary took the under-95 kg 
title to add to the Olympic title 
he won in Barcelona. 

Kovacs fought superbly all 
day with his sudden leg-grabs 
and, in the final, cleanly threw 
Brazil’s Aureli Miguel, the 
1988 Olympic champion, for 
Ippon (full point). 

Kovacs had earlier beaten 
Stephane Traineau of France, 
the 1991 world champion. 

Seventeen-year-old Anno 
Noriko just foiled to bring 
Japan their first women's 
world judo gold in nine years, 
succumbing to Johanna Hagn 
of Germany in the final of the 
women's over-72 kg category. 

Anno fought aggressively 
but Hagn won with a d^jcrate 
monoeuvre 12 seconds from 
the end- for a Koka which 
denied the Japanese their fim 
women's gold since Kaori 
Yamaguchi took the 52-kg title 
in 19^. 

China's Chun Hui Leng took 
the gold in the women's under- 
72 kg class, with a last-second 
throw on Kate Howey of Bri- 
tain. 


Board game rights 
offered to UNICEF 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese creator of a 
Monopoly-style board game 
based on dvil war has offered 
the U.N. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) the international 
rights to his invention in which 
militiamen fi^ and get rich 
illegally. 

Nagi Tiieni told AFP his 
board game, called Gvil War, 
had “educational value” which 
can show children that civil 
wars only serve to help leaders 
'iDl tiieir pockets.” 

“Knovring this, the young 
will refuse to fight in the fu- 
ture,” Tueni said. 

“The game will help fight 
wars by showing what wars are 
really all about. It’s about pre- 
vention, like inoculations,” 
Tueni said. 

“1 wt the idea to ofier UN- 
ICEF the rights to the game 
after seeing pictmes of chil- 
dren in Somalia and in the 
former Yugoslavia,” he said. 

Tueni has offered UNIGEF 
the exclusive right to distribute 
and sell tbe game woridwide 
“and in all languages.” He said 
he was awaiti^ a reply. 

Around 1,500 English and 
French copies of his board 
game, a cynical version of the 
world-farnous Monopoly, have 
sold in Lebanon alone. 

Four people, representing 
four militias, can play the 
game. The aim is to get rich by 


any method in order to set up 
military units that will in turn 
repl^ the regular army. 

The methods offered by 
Civil War include tbe smu^ 
gling of cigarettes and alcohol, 
the imposition of illegal taxes 
and ransom collected from the 
abduction of foreign b^ages 
— practices widely used by 
secular and religious militias 
during Lebanon's dvil war. 

“We have known everything 
here. If only it could serve as a 
lesson to the duldren of otiier 
countries,” Tueni said. 
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Relief for Europe’s soccer elite 


GENEVA (AFP ) The three 

favourites for the European 
(Thampions Cup — AC Milan. 
Barcelona and Manchester 
United — were pitted against 
weak opponents in the second 
round draw made here Friday. 

Milan travel to Copenhagen. 
Johan CniyfTs Spaniards host 
FK Austria and even ^^^ches- 
ler United cannot have too 
many complaints about faring 
the Turks of Galatasaray. 

However. Milan will have to 
improve on a dismal perform- 
ance against Swiss minnows 
Aarau last month, and their 
1-0 win on aggregate probably 
will not have the Danes quak- 
ing in their boots. 

Barcelona need to avoid the 
sort of blunder which saw them 
go down 3-] to Dynamo Kiev, 
but their dazzling anacking 
football of the second leg is 
feirer assessment of such a 
talented side. 

Certainly, they will not be 
expected to repeat last season’s 
shock exit in the second round 
at the hands of CSKA Mos- 
cow. 

Man United face a club who 
reached the quarter-finals in 
196^^, but didn't exactly des- 
troy Cork Qty in the first 
round. 

Alex Ferguson will never- 
theless need to take a derisive 
lead with him from Old Traf- 
ford to the second leg. for as 
tbe English national squad 
have discovered, winning in 
Turkey is no easy feat. 

Monaco, who are replacing 
banned Cup holders Olympi- 
que Marseille, take on Steaua 
Bucharest. 

“It should be fairly even,” 
said Monaco conrh Arsene 


-Wenger. “Even though things 
look a little more difficult be- 
cause we are at home first. 

“We'll go and see the Roma- 
nians in action this weekend, 
but they are technically a good 
side with players who are good 
at short passes.” 

Werder Bremen will be 
looking to show (jlasgow Ran- 
gers where they went wrong 
against Levski ^fi. The har- 
dest game is likely to be Hol- 
land’s Feyenoord against FC 
Porto. The Dutchmen got a 
tougher draw than their com- 
patriots in the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup. 

Ajax Amsterdam drew Tur- 
kish side Besiktas. while hol- 
ders Parma can consider them- 
seK'es highly fortunate to be at 
home to Israel’s Maccabi 
Haifa. 

Arsenal can be satisfied with 
a Highbury first leg against 
Standard Liege, even though 
the Belgians hammered Car- 
diff city 8-3 in the first round. 

Aberdeen will not be celeb- 
rating their trip to Torino, but 
Paris St Germain were clearly 
delighted not have drawn the 
Scottish menace. 

PSG President Michel De- 
nisot said: “Universitatea' 
Craiova is a fair draw for us — 
we were really worried about 
getting Arsenal or Aberdeen. 
That srid, we'll have to be 
careful, especially in the 
second leg in Romania.” 

Real Madrid may not fee! 
the same way about 'the moun- 
tain men from Tyrol In- 
nsbruck, whose main aim will 
be to limit the damage. 

However, the lucky clubs 
should spare a thought for the 


English sidc^ wl;o have mude 
such a brjeht start in the 
UEFA Cup. 

•Norwich Cny have drawn 
Bayern .Mtilti^^h and .Aston Vil- 
la face the revelation of the 
Spanish Leuguc for «h past two 
seasons. Dep^nivo La Coru- 
na. 

Bayern, three-times Euro- 
pean Cup Winners, crushed 
Dutch side Twentc Enschede 
7-3 on ag^r^gatc (4-3 away, 3-U 
at home) in the first round. 

“They don't come much big- 
ger than said Nor- 

wich manager Mike Walker. 
“Their visit will capture the 
fans' imagination. 

“Bavem have some world- 
class players ami a great repu- 
tation. This really brings it 
home to us that wc are in 
Europe. You've got to meet 
these son of teams at some 
stage if you want to do any- 
thing in the competition.” 

Holders Juventus face Kong- 
sdvinger of Norway, while In- 
ter Milan should have the beat- 
ing of Cypriots Apollon Limas- 
sol. 

Celtic start the second round 
at home to Sporting Lisbon, 
lining up a nostaieic return for 
ex-England Manager Bobby 
Robson, now Sporting’s coach, 
to British football. 

The two clubs met at the 
same stage of the same com- 
petition 10 years .ico. Celtic 
lost 2-0 in Lisbon but won 5-(j 
a: Parkhead. 

Paul Gascoigne’s Lazio al’M-j 
face a Boavista of Portuga',. 

The first legs of each cc rn- 
petition are scheduled *ior 
October 20 and the second legs 
November 3. 


Lewis’ power sinks Bruno 


CARDIFF (AFP) — Lennox 
Lewis admined ^rurday that 
Frank Bruno had temporarily 
threatened his ambition of be- 
coming the boxer of the 1990s 
during their thrilling bout here. 

But after stopping Bruno in 
the seventh round to keep his 
World boxing Council 
heavyweight title, Lewis 
announced that the next stage 
of his dream will be against 
World Boxing Orranisation 
champion Tommy Morr\son in 
Las Vegas next March 5. 

A win then wouldi.pteao.-a 
clash with Riddick Boweto-see 
who is undisputed world cham- 
pion would be inevitable. But 
he has some doubts to clear up. 

Lewis was behind on points 
when Britain's fight of the de- 
cade was settled in from of 
30,0(X) people at Cardiff Arms 
Park. 

Bruno fought like a tiger 
durif^ the early rounds of his 
third attempts to get a worid 
title. But the new leader of the 
pack proved 32-year-old Bruno 
to be long in the tooth- 

Once jolted into action, 
Lewns made his youthfiil power 
triumph, by the seventh round, 
Bruno could hardly see and the 
referee had to step in to stop a 
slaughter. 

The popular folk hero is now 
contemplating his future, but' 
he earned his tribute from 
Lewis. 

“Bruno was a lot tougher 
than I expected. He did his 
homework.” said the cham- 
pion who has now won 20 of 
his 24 fights inside the limit. 

“It took me a vriiile to get 
started. I was cold and he was 
warmer. But I knew as the 


fi^t went on he would slow 
down. 1 knew my speed w*ould 
tell in the end. 

L^is is so confident of his 
ability that he even wants to 
-take on Mike Tyson, the fallen 
champion now serving a rape 
jail term in America. 

“If Tyson U freed in reason- 
able rime. I'll stay to fight him. 
1 don’t want to leave any 
doubts about who was the best 
fighter of the 90s. esperially in 
my own mind,” he said. 

Brono. who was stopped by 
Tim WiiJljjerspoon in..Jl9S6 in 
1989, was also magnaminous in 
.defeat. 

“I am not going to make 
excuses,” he said. “He beat me 
like 3 man. Fair and square.” 

'The British veteran, who 
earned SI .5 million, added that 
he will deride his future with 
his family and trainer George 


Francis and promoter Mickey 
Duff. 

“pTn not too sure v fioui my 
fuiuni;.'' he said. Many obser- 
vers betiese he will h:n's up his 
glcves in a jcv. mor.ths. But 
Bruni> will have gon t. out with 
a bang against an opponent 
who pursued three times as 
much for the fight. 

He troubled Lewis in the 
first round, dazed him in the 
second with a>rif'ht hook and 
forced the champion to weath- 
er a major storm in the. third 
round with anothtrr big over- 
hand right. 

Lewis staggered back to (hie 
ropes. He had to hang on 
grimly to survive r.he round a nd 
was in trouble again in the 
fifth. But this time replied with 
a sharp uppercut of his own in 
the dying seconds of the ro und. 
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Penthouse For Rent 

3 bedrooms. Between Jordan Times and 
Safeway. 

Phone: 683541, or 644559 


CITY HOTEL 

Soon — Soon 
Health Club 

Tel. 652634 


FOR RENT 

One storey, semi-fumished house for rent in 
Jabal Luweibdeh. Consists of three bed- 
rooms. sitting, dining and living room, closed 
veranda, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, telephone, 
garage, with large garden and central heat- 
ing. 

Please call tel. 637585 or 817912 


VILLAFORRENT 

Suitable for a diplomatic mission'.; 
Building area: 1000 square metres, 
located on Abdoun main street. 

Call fax: 628330, Amman. 


+c 


INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE RED CROSS 
AND RB)(mCBITS0CIEnES REGIONAL OFFICE /AMMAN 

^ ■ jtf y/ t^dsui 
CALL FOR OFFERS 

The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies Regional Office in Amman plans to 
purchase relief supplies lor its winter programme in Iraq. 
Companies interested in supplying any or all of these items 
should contact the Regional Office at the numbers below to 
obtaun the tender documents. 

The items to be supplied are: 

-Wheatflour 7Smt 

-Edible cooking oil 9,000 litres 

-White sugar 6mt 

-Canvas«nntertent84x4m 300pcs 

• Canvas ground sheets 4x4m 300 pcs 

• Blankets, 50 pcL wool 4,200 pcs 

- Kerosene stoves 300 pcs 

- Kerosene lamps 300 pcs 

-KItchen/Cooksets 300 pcs 

Exact detailed specifications, terms and conditions are 
contained in the tender docurnents which cost JD 1 0.00 and 
are available up to 8/10/1993 from: 

IFRC & RCS Regional Office 
Address: Shmeisani, Meroof Al Rasafi Street, 
building No. 19. Telephone: 694911 & 681060 
Fax: 694556 
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Td.: 677420 


Conc,.'*'d Cinema “1” 

Faten harhameh — in 

Land of Dreams 

Shows sc 330. 6:15. i-30 aild lft30 p.m. 

~ - Con cord “2” 

Jim Marshal in 

The Boxer Gladiator 

Shows an 12:30. 3:15. 6. 8i 15 and 10: 15 p.m. 


QAoma 


Tel.: 699238 


Sharihan in; 

The greatest musical film 

"Crystal” 

Shows at 12:30, 3:00, 5:00, 6J0. 8:30. 10:30 


fWmf Tel.: 634144 

FHUADnjPWfi 


Rob^ Redford 
Demi Moore — in 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

A specif show for childrert at 11 am. 
Thursdays. Fridays and Surxtays 

problem child 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Td.: 675571 

NNR M MMUni TlMRt» 


presents a play entitled; 

Al Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa. Daoud Jatajei. 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at B:1S 
Tickets are sold all day 


NabU & HIsharfTs Tel.: 625155 F 

AHLAM THEATRE 

The political comedy 

Vf^LCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

DaiK B 30 p m 

The !h€3”e C'Oses Ssiu'cey ano Sunaav 
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U.N., Iraq begin talks 
on long-term monitoring 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq and the United Nations 
Saturday began talks on the 
long-tenn monitoring of Bagh- 
dad's weapons arsenal: which 
the official press here hoped 
would lead to the lifting of a 
three-year U.N. embargo. 

Rolf Ekeus, the head of the 
U.N. Special Commission for 
Disarming Iraq (UNCOM) 
met Deputy Pnme Minister 
Tareq Aziz and other senior 
officials to discuss long-term 
arms controls. 

“The ses»on lasted an hour 
and the two parties will meet a 
second time Saturday night,” a 
U.N. spokesman here told 
AFP. 

Another senior weapons ex- 
pert, Maurizio Ziflerero of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), also took 
part in the negotiations led by 
Mr. Ekeus, he said. 

On arrival Friday, Mr. 
Ekeus said he hoped to estab- 
lish a long-term monitoring 
system for Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction but that he 
expected the talks to be “com- 
plex.” 

Mr. Ekeus. a Swede who is 
accompanied by two U.N. col- 
leagues to resume negotiations 
which began in July in New 
York, voiced hope his mission 
would be successful. 

The government newspaper 
Al Jumhuriya on Saturday said 
that the U.N.-Iraq negotia- 
tions were “important and de- 
cisive.” 

The daily said the talks 
should lead to “the imple- 
mentation of Article 22 of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 687 which calls for the 
lifting of the embargo” im- 
posed following Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Al Jumhuriya urged Mr. 
Ekeus to take into considera- 
tion “the suffering of the Iraqi 
people and the serious (econo- 
mic) consequences” of the 
•embargo. 


The daily said that the sanc- 
tions had adversely affected 20 
million Iraqis, but according to 
the latest official census, the 
Iraqi population stands at 18 
million. 

Al Jumhuriya said Iraq was 
serious about resolving the 
issuelonce and for all.” 

“The current round of talks 
is decisive and important,” it 
said. 

"It has been agreed ... that it 
will end with a declaration on 
closing the file of banned 
weapons for good.” 

A team of more than SO 
U.N. inspectors is in Iraq for 
iwhat is described as its most 
Icomprehensive effort yet to 
reveal the remaining secrets of 
Ir^’s weapons programmes. 

Tne U.N. demands that Iraq 
provide a full list of its former 
arms suppliers and accounts of 
its past weapons programmes. 

Iraq has promised to do so 
but demands in return a pledge 
from the Security Council >to 
consider lifting the sanctions. 

“This is what we hope from 
Mr. Ekeus, who is quite know- 
ledgeable about the human 
suffering of the Iraqi people,” 
Al Jumhuriya said. 

Mr. Ekeus has promised to 
recommend that the council 
lifts the embargo on Iraqi oil 
exports once his commission 
certifies Baghdad has hon- 
oured its arms-controls com- 
mitments under Gulf war ceas- 
efire resolutions. 

The U.N. expects “satisfac- 
tory” answers to questions it 
presented to the Iraqis during 
an inconclusive round of arms 
talks held in New York last 
month. 

Iraq rejected a joint state- 
ment by the United States, 
Britain, France and Russia 
handed to its U.N. envoy last 
week in which the four coun- 
tries linked any easing of sanc- 
tions to Baghdad's honouring 
all Gulf war-related U.N. re- 
solutions. 


Al Jumhuriya said Iraq was 
aware of such “procrastina- 
tion” but it was determined 
this time “not to give the ene- 
mies the chance to create prob- 
lems and fabricate crises with 
the aim of continuing the sanc- 
tions.” 

Baghdad wants its com- 
pliance with the long-term di$- 
armanent programme tied to 
the lifting of the embargo but 
Mr. Ekeus said on Thursday 
“no such link could be 
accepted.” 

Resolution 687 calls for the 
lifting of the sanctions on oil 
exports once Iraq complies 
with all U.N. demands on dis- 
armament. 

The Security Council recent- 
ly decided to renew the sanc- 
tions against Iraq, arguing that 
Baghdad had not yet met its 
conditions. 

Al Jumhuriya accused four 
of the five permanent members 
of the Security Council — the 
United States, Britain, France 
and Russia — of “seeking to 
make the unjust embargo last” 
adding that the decisions was 
“WasM.” 

A source doM to the United 
Nations told AFP Friday that 
the Iraq-U.N. talks could help 
narrow differences between 
the two parties but that the 
“gap is still wide,” namely over 
the lifting of the sanctions. 

The IAEA meanwhile voted 
overwhelmingly Friday in 
Vienna to demand that Iraq 
release the names of foreign 
countries that supplied its nuc- 
lear weapons programme. 

Ba^Ki^ has consistently re- 
sisted U.N. attempts to discov- 
er aiiicfa firms helped it de- 
velop a nudear weapons prog- 
ramme, which was ^smantled 
by U.N. experts in the wake of 
Ir^'s defeat in the Gulf war. 

Tne motion called on Iraq to 
submit to continuous monitor- 
ing of its water ways, as testing 
can reveal the existence erf 
dandestine nuclear operations. 


Prosecution condudes 
assassination plot case 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

MARKA — The Stale Secur- 
ity Court prosecution con- 
cluded its case Saturday 
agarnst 10 men accused of con- 
spiring to kill his Majesty IGng 
Hust'-ein. The final piece of 
evidemce the prosecution sub- 
mitted was doraments to which 
the defence objected, saying 
they -were not included in the 
indictimem. 

Some of the documents were 
formal communications be- 
tween government depart- 
ments ivith which prosecutor 
Muhannad Hijazi sou^i to 
establish that all legal proce- 
dures were followed in the 
arrest, detention and inter- 
rogation of the defendants. 

Defence lawyers argued that 
they had not been provided 
with the documents and moved 
that the coun should not 
accept them as e\’idence. 

The court took a one-hour 
recess to allow the defence to 
look at copies of the docu- 
ments before ruling to enter 
them as e\idence. 

l^e defence also refused to 
allow the defendants to testify 
in court and demanded 
“enough time' to prepare for 
the defence case. Lawyers 
jumped to their feet in objec- 
tion when Presiding Judge Col- 
onel Hafez Amin asked the 
first defendant to stand up to 
testify. 

In a 10-minute bargaining 
with the defence. Col. Amin 
allowed eight da)« for the de- 
fence to prepare its case. The 
defence asked for a thTee-ucek 
delay, while the court insisted 
it could not afford more than 
one week. 

“All we are psking is one 
week for every month the pro- 
secutor had to prepare his 
case,” defence attorney Jawad 
Younis told the court. “That 
would be six weeks, but all we 
want is half of that time.” 

Col. Amin, however, in- 
listed that the defence had 
already had time to prepare its 
case and said he was delaying 
other cases because of 'the 
3Ssassination plot trial. 


*Ten defendants, two of 
whom are being tried in absen- 
tia. are charged with plotting ' 
to kill the King at a graduation ; 
ceremony at Muta University, 
a militaiy academy south of 
Amman, on June 26, and to 
replace the regime with an 
Llamic caliphate state. They 
are also accused of attempting 
to change the Constitution 
through “illegal and violent” 
means and belonging to an 
illegal group, the Islamic Li- 
beration Party (ILP). 

The eight defendants in 
court — five of whom are 
students at .Muta University, 
one former student and a 
member of the Royal Escort 
Unit and two alleged members 
of the ILP — have pleaded not 
guilty to the char^. 

The women relatives of de- 
fendants were prevented from 
attending the trial for the third 
week and they sat quietly 
under a large tree outside the 
courthouse until the session 
ended. Court sources said they 
would not be allowd to attend 
the hearings because of their 
“outbursts” inside the cour- 
troom in the first two weeks of 
the trial, which began Sept. 9. 

The lawyers objected to the 
court decision saying the move 
“affeaed the rights of the de- 
fence in a trial that is supposed 
to be public.” 

The women later told the 
Jordan Times that they hod 
kept quiet on Saturday, hoping 
to be allowed entry, but vowed 
they would not be so calm 
when the trial resumes on Oct. 
10. Last week they carried 
placards and protested against 
their entry ban, and often en- 
gaged the policewomen in ver- 
bal clashes outside. 

Al Ra'i reponer Ahmad 
Kreishan. who has been cover- 
ing security cases for many 
years, was also banned from 
attending Saturday's session 
for unknown reasons. 

Last week. Al Ahali weekly 
reporter Ramadan Rawashdeh 
was anested but was released 
on bail on Thursduv and his 
case was referred to the civil 
court. He, as well as his chief 
editor Jamil Nimri, face 


charges of “slandering” the 
State Securify Court and pub- 
lishing the minutes of the hear- 
ings which the court had 
ordered journalists not to pub- 
lish. 

Inside the courtroom, de- 
fence lawyers protested against 
what they described as “the 
continued violation of the de- 
fence rights.” .They said the 
court’s insistence on special 
permits for attending the hear- 
ing contradicted the “consti- 
tutionality of a public hear- 
ing.” 

Speaking on behalf of the 
defence team. Mr. Younis also 
maintained that the “certain 
apparatus continues to harrass 
the defendants by keeping 
them in solitary confinement.” 
He added that his clients were 
still “suffering from fear” from 
the alleged torture they under- 
went during their detention at 
the General Intelligence De- 
partment (GID). 

A doctor visited some of the 
defendants last Sunday to 
check for signs of torture upon 
the request of the defence. But 
lawyers complained to journal- 
ists that the court had refused 
to allow “neutral” doctors they 
had proposed from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, and that they 
have not seen the doctors' re- 
port. 

Court sources said that they 
had “hand delivered” a re- 
quest to the Ministry of Health 
and the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices as soon as the lawyers 
submitted official requests for 
the medical tests “to ensure a 
speedy measure.” 

The lawyers claimed that “in 
addition to a doctor who super- 
vised the torture at the GID. a 
doctor in the (Zarqa military) 
prison had supervised the 
treatment of the defendants by 
^ving them daily baths in salt 
and water to alleviate any signs 
of tenure they suffered before 
they were transferred from the 
GID to the prison in August.” 

Court sources denied the de- 
fence allegations, calling them 
“fantastic fabrications." 

The court was adjourned un- 
til Oct. 10 when the defence 
will present its case. 


Assad: Israel is not serious for peace 


(CondniMd fnmi page 1) 

territory, peace and security. 

Ask^ whether the Arabs 
\IV 0 uld end their longstanding 
h^cott of Israel, Mr. Assad 
replied: “Perhaps after a 
(Iiraeli) withdrawal from all 
(oeeupied) Arab land.” 

Mr. Assad's interview was 
boradcast three days ahead of 
a visit to Washington by Syria 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Sharaa, the first such visit for 
■20 years. 


la^-Lebanon talks 

The United States has sug- 
gested the creation of a joint 
Lebanese-Israeli commission 
to discuss ways to accelerate 
the peace process between 
liiein. Beinirs Al Safir news- 
paper reported Saturday. 

liie U.$. proposal was ex- 
amined Friday in Damascus by 
Lebanese Prudent Elias Hra- 
wi and Mr. Assad, the pro- 
Syrian daily said. 


Washington said the com- 
mission could discuss an Israeli 
withdrawal from South Leba- 
non, security arrangements 
and the deployment of the 
Lebanese army along the inter- 
national border, the daily said. 

The commission would also 
examine ways of stopping anti- 
Israeli attacks and the “in- 
tegration of the Israeli-backed 
militia,” the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), into the 
Lebanese army. 



BRlirSH SUn*ORT: Palestinian leader Yas- Us office in 'Hniis Fkkiay. Mr. Hogg met witii 
ser AraCat shakes bands with British Secretary Mr. Arafat 'on the last day of his trffieial 
cf State in the Fordgn Office, Donglas Hogg in throo-day vhSt to TUnb (AFP photo) 


Majid Khalifeh quits race; more 
lAF aspirants expected to follow 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The withdrawal 
of Majid Khalifeh, a promin- 
ent Islamic Action Front 
(lAF) candidate in the Nov, 8 
national elections, may be 
the first in similar moves by 
several of the declared 37 
lAF candidates, sources told 
the Jordan Tmes Saturday. 

Dr. Khalifeh, a former de- 
puty from Amman’s First • 
District who served as minis- 
ter of justice for six months in 
1991, announced Saturday 
that he was withdrawing his 
candid^ in attempt to ease 
competition among Islamist 
candidates vying for the same 
seats. 

“He is the first of. hopeful- 
ly, about five more who 
should be withdrawing to 
ease the competition among 
lAF candidates in the one 
district,” said a source close 
to the lAF. 

“It is a commendable move 
and we hope it will encourage 
others to follow suit,” an lAF 
source told the Jordan Times. 

Many lAF members be- 
lieve the front exaggerated 
the number of its candidates 
for the November elections 
because the leadership of the 
front was not “decisive in 
limiting the number of candi- 
dates.” 

Although not officially 
confirmed by the lAF. other 
sources indicated that the 
front may be trying to de- 
crease the number of its 
candidates by asking them to 
withdraw their nominations. 

“I think that at least 10 
should be leaving the race but 
I doubt that more than five 



Dr. MqjU Khafifeh 

would do it," the lAF source 
said. 

The withdrawal of Dr. 
Khalifeh was seen as particu- 
larly significant since he is the 
son of Muslim Brotherhood 
spiritual leader Mohammad 
Abdul Rahman Khalifeh. 
The movement is the back- 
bone of the lAF. which also 
includes independent Islam- 
ists. 

ELECTIONS ^993 

Despite the significance of 
Or. Khalifeh's step, some 
dose observers of the lAF 
believe that it may not con- 
vince some candidates who 
believe that their own credi- 
bility and political wei^t will 
carry them to Parliament 
without the front's endorse- 
ment. 

The lAF, according to 
sources, has already sent out 
instructions to its political 
base in several districts to 
ignore the candidacy of per- 
sons who were not offidally 


named by the front. 

The front, whidi is the 
largest and most organised 
amongst all political groups 
in the country, hopes that this 
move would deter some lAF 
members who were dis- 
ai^inted over being left out 
of the original list or those 
who are now being asked to 
step aside for others in the 
same district. 

In a statement announdng 
his decision to withdraw, £>r. 
Khalifeh indicated that he 
was against the bolding of 
elections on time in view of 
developments on the Palesti- 
nian scene and their impact 
on voters in the Kingdom. 

The lAF was apparently 
divided over the issue of de- 
laying the elections or bold- 
ing them on time after jiis 
Majesty King Hussein indi- 
cate two weeks that he 
was seriously considering a 
postponement of the polls. 

“As a result of the swift 
developments and political 
events, 1 had expressed my 
view that it is best to delay 
the elections for a short while 
until the picture became 
clearer," Dr. Khalifeh said in 
the statement. 

But he also hinted that his 
decision was equally affected 
by the large number of candi- 
dates in the same constituen- 
cy “even among members of 
the same family." 

“I was pained to see the 
race towards nomination 
without giving adequate 
attention to who is more 
qualified and able to receive 
the support of voters, which 
can only indicate that person- 
al interest overrides public 
welfare," he added in the 
brief statement. 


Lifting boycott is suicide — Crown Prince 


(Continued from page 1) 

weapons since Gulf war and 
here we are talking about a 
commitment of less than $2 
billion on peace,” he said. 

To this end. Prince Hassan 
said there must be a greater 
coordination of aid to the re- 
^on, and called for an interna- 
tional meeting of non- 


governmental organisations. 

“We simply can't continue 
to see piecemeal handouts and 
amateurish approaches, 
altruistic though they may be, 
amounting to anything in terms 
of dealing with the global prob- 
lem of suffering,” he said. 

Echoing comments ma^ by 
Middle peace negotiators. 
Prince Hassan said there must 


Movement towards addressing concerns 


(Contained from page 1) 

described Mr. Ginton's com- 
ments as “highly positive.” 

“We hope that contacts will 
continue with the U.S. to re- 
duce the debt due to the U.S. 
and other nations,*' Dr. 
Muasher told Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

Diplomatic sources noted 
that any American offer of 
debt relief to Jordan will also 
strengthen Jordan’s stand in 
Mpealing for debt relief to 
European countries, which 
have been arguing that if 
Wuhinefon was not ready to 
write on the Kingdom's debts, 
then it also should not pressure 
them into doing so. 

Prince Hassan Saturday met 
with World Bank President 
Caio Koch-Weser and discus- 
sed with him Jordan's overall 
economic situation and parti- 
cularly its foreign debt. 

It was agreed at the meeting, 
attended by Planning Minister 
Ziad Fariz and Hnance Minis- 
ter Sami Gammo. that a com- 
mittee of prominent interna- 
tional experts will be set up to 
study Jordan’s economic situa- 
tion and to draw up appropri- 
ate recommendations to reflect 
the Kingdom's needs and iden- 
tify projects that could be im- 
plemented. Jordan Television 
reported. 

“Discussions also covered 
Jordan’s foreign debt in light of 


the recent developments in the 
region in a manner that would 
enable the Kingdom to pro- 
ceed with its economic de- 
velopment plans aimed at re- 
ducing the deficit in the fiscal 
budget and the country's ba- 
lance of trade and to help 
increase investment opportuni- 
ties and deal with issues such as 
poverty and unemployment," 
the television said. 

In essence, the proposal to 
set up a committee to study 
Jordan’s economy appeared to 
be the fulfilment of a Jorda- 
nian quest to have the World 
Bank study the overall regional 
economic impact, positive and 
negative, of the Palestinian 
autonomy plan in the occupied 
territories which are tied to the 
Israeli economy. 

Dr. Muasher said the idea of 
setting up a Jordanian-Tsraeli- 
American economic working 
group announced Friday was 
not a Jordanian idea, but the 
Kingdom accepted it since it 
was supported by Washington. 

Analysts said the group 
could serve as a “window” for 
Jordan into the Palestinian 
economy, particularly that the 
Americans were involved in 
the panel. 

“Jordan will be playing a key 
role in rebuilding the occupied 
territories.” said a veteran 
analyst. “That role will be 
within the international de- 
velopment programme for the 


Meeting on 
Lockerbie 
affair 
set at U.N. 
for Monday 

UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Representatives of Bri- 
tain, France and the United 
States are to meet with the 
U.N. secretary-general here 
Monday to dis<^ the Locker- 
bie affair, a U.N. spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The meeting witii Boutros 
Ghali, at the r^uest of the 
three countries, is set for noon 
(1600 GMT) Monday, Dr. 
Gbali's spok^man Joe Sills 
said. 

The three countries bad 
tabled a resolution to the U.N. 
Securify Council Friday calling 
for tif^ter sanctions against 
Tripoli because of its refill to 
hand over two of its nationals 
accused of blowing up a Pan 
Am aiillner over Lockerbie, 
Sratland, in 1988 killing 270 
people. 

nance also wants to ques- 
tion at least two Libyans in 
‘ connection with the blowing up 
of a Frondi UTA airiiner over 
Niger the following year, in 
which 170 people died. 

Lib^ delivered a letter Fri- 
day. to Dr. Ghali on the issue, 
but it contained no new ele- 
ments and did not resolve tiie 
, problem, Mr. SQls said. 

The three countries had indi- 
cated that they would not be 
pressing immediately for the 
new sanctions resolution to be 
adopted, in the hope that 
Lib)^ would respond. 

Foreign Minister Omar Al 
Muntasser said Friday that his 
government would now be 
willing to allow the two songht 
by the French fo go to Pam, 
something it bad hitherto re- 
fused. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe immediately re- 
sponded ffiat what was needed 
now was action, not words, 
and nothing less than a written 
guarantee to hand over the 
Lockberie and UTA suspects 
would do (see 2). 

Britain and the United 
States had ^ven a similar re- 
sponse to a Ubyan offer earlier 
in the week to allow tibe Lock- 
erbie suspects to go to Scotland 
to face trial. 

The draft resolution official- 
ly introduced Friday calls for a 
freeze on Libyan assets 
abroad, and a ban on exporting 
certain oil-industry equipment 
to Tripoli. 

lliere was no call for it to be 
immediately discussed or voted 
on, but all three countries- 
made it clear that they would 
go ahead with it if no satisfac- 
tory response were forthcom- 
ing from Libya. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, also in New 
York attending the U.N. 
General Assembly, said Fri- 
day: “We have tabled the re- 
solution today, that is press- 
ure.” 


be tangible change in the re- 
gion before there is peace — 
and ibefore the economic 
boycott of Israel can be lifted. 

“I can't accept that over- 
night the region is going to be 
normalising, pacified, loboto- 
mised in the name of peace," 
he said. “It just doesn't happen 
like that." 

What is needed now is an 


Palestinians." 

“It will involve Jordanian 
supervision of monetaiy in- 
stitutions in the occufried terri- 
tories, licensing of commercial 
banks and overseeing imple- 
mentation of projects in ad^-. 
tion to offering \riiatever goods 
and material it can in the 
physical rebuiiding process," 

“But all indications are that 
Jordan could also hope for 
direct foreign assistance to its 
own economy,** said the 
analyst. 

Prince Hassan, in a press 
conference after Saturday’s 
meeting at the World Bank, 
suid he was not visiting 
Washington to sign any agree- 
ment or hold negotiations. 

He said he had reiterated 
Jordan's commitment to 
adiieving a just and compre- 
hensive peace settlement in the 
Middle East addresring all 
dimensions and tracly m the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

The Crown Prince said inter- 
national funding to develop the 
Middle East should not be 
focused on infrastructure and 
services, but on developing hu- 
man resources 

Prince Hassan delivered a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to President 
Qinton at Friday's meeting at 
the White House. The meeting 
was later joined by Mr. Peres. 

Diplomatic sources said 


acute focus on improving the 
lives of the Palestinians as they 
move towards self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. As 
set ont in the Sept. 13 accord, 
rather than on set-piece di- 
plomacy, Prince Hatean said. 

“You can’t continue mth 
media events in Washington or 
Oslo or Tunis or whatever,as a 
substitute for change on the 
ground," be said. 

there was no “American press- 
ure" for a meeting between 
Crown Prince and Mr. Peres, 
but tiiat Washington ‘ielt that 
the encounter co^ help adv- 
ance the peace process.” 

Somming up the Crown 
Prince’s visit to Washington as 
highly positive, a senior c^dal 
told the Jordan Times in Am- 
man Saturday that Jordan was 
looking forward to turning a 
new iMf in its regional and 
international relations. 

^ official said; **There is a 
distinctly marked duuige in the 
world attitude towards Joj^n, 
Miticularly from its tradition^ 
friends who now believe that it 
was not fair to have treated 
Jordan the way they did in the 
past three yem." 

The official, udio declined to 
be named, said that the fast 
pace in the two-year-old Mid- 
dle East pe^ process, the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
imnt tigned on Sept. 13, the 
signing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
agmida on Sept. 14 and inter- 
national solidarity with and 
support for the quest for Arab- 
lsraeli peace were some of the 
factors. 

‘*Over and above everyth ing 
else, the realisation that 
^opolities dictate that ttere 
cannot be lasting peace in the 
Middle East witmut Jordan 
was a major factor that led to 
the shift in attitude," said the 
offidal. 




Transparent trasi 
bags raise a stfnir 

TOKYO (AFP) — A , 
ordinance requiring Tolfyo 
sidents to use transpwnt ^ 
has created a stink 
those who contend gaiba^ 
private affair. The cify ! 
nance was designed to pi^^ 
garbagemen from being 

glass hidden among titeTefifijS 

and was seen as a wW m.«s 
forcing Tokyo’s eirtt mfli “ 
residents to compry wftK . > 
environmental law reqiii, ' ' 
them to set aside btMi- - 
trash in separate bags. W> '' . 
ever the merits of the 
nance, its implementatioo ' 
few sopporters. The last s(; - 
for many reridents a^ieare ' " 
have b^n another pm efc- 
ordinance that requires 1 > 
dents to fill out name tag<. 
thdr household trash b-. ‘ 
Tlie proviso prdvoked vi- " . 
ment protests from reside . 
who even took to a Japai. - 
form of dvii dbobedienec-' ' 
the rules. Only a*. 


tear trash b^ could be. < . 
along the retidential street - 
the nation’s capital Friihy. ■ 
normal black ones were (H - ~ 
fence. Because of the strii • ' - \ 
protests, officials have g. .-- - 
Tokyo residents a thiee-afl' 
half-month “^ace period 
get used to the new otdina^ ’ 
And officials have also 
off from a threat tiiat 
who do not write their os . : 
on the bags won’t get 1 ; . - 
trash picked np. 

Plane fbr Paris 
struck by lightnir- i. 

ROME (AP) — Light-.: 
struck an Air France plane,!, ; . 
after takeoff Friday and fa , 
an emergen^ landing,, i.’ 
reports said. None of th'eV, - 
passengers was injured. 
bolt d^aged the front pa-;" . ^ 
the plane and the Iadar,^’^, 

Italian news agency (/!!. '• 
said. The pilot radio^J.'. . 
emergency to tire control ti,.. " .. 
and Tandi^ the plane 
runway that had been cle "' 
of traffic. The plane was j^". 

619 headed for Paris. Mb. ' ' 
the passengers took a 
flighL 

Beheaded queeniinfive 
to stand re-trial 

PARIS (R) — French the." - 
goers get a chance to reti- : . 

history Friday when a v - - ■ 

opens in Paris re-staging / 
trial of ill-fated Queen Mr , 
Antoinette during which:: r 

audience will act as jury. I”,: . • 
way through “Je M’Appv 
Marie-Aatoinette,"(MyN- . . 

Was Marie-Antoinette), 's-.-; .. . 
ences at Paris’ Palais:- ' 

Sports indoor stadium wi-..>.. 
asked to decide the fate o-. ! 
queen who was beheadez . V 
treason on Oct. 16, 1793i- 
audience, whose vote will, 
tate the ending of toe pli ' ' 
each performance, will h|,^ 
ch(Mce between cf mfim mV^iC&r ki!io^ 
death sentence or alknrii^ 
Austrian-born queen’s ac 
tal, exile or prison. Tbe,^‘.v .. .. 
has revived some of 
terest vtoich swept FrarK ' 
1989 during celebrations • 

ing toe 2O0th anniveisar'j 
the revolution which - . ' 
threw Marie-Antoinette*s‘‘;. '< !!. ' 
band, Louis XVI. He wait;;, p.”' . " 
hesujed in January 1793 a ^ 
height of a controverrial ' 

of toe revolution called ‘ 

terror." More than 
monarchists attendee.'-.-''* 
privately-organised C:... '”-; 
memorative ceremony a^.^■ 

•site of his execution, on : - 

P^estigious Place De La »>:; 
oorde, last January. The-.” ■. 
stage production, - 

known avant-garde dirt-'' 

Robert Hossein, is alr'^.^- 
fuelling “revisionist" view' ;” ....... 

the life of Marie-Antoin ' 
who during her reign fooiJi- 
discontent against toe mt/^C Dsm 

chy- ’SWr-"' 

Soul singer 
jailed In drunker 
driving case ' 

HACKENSACK, New 
(AFP) — Soul artist W';--.: 

Pickett WK sentenced tO/:V 
year in jail for injurinj !';'| : • . 

elderly pedestrian while fi ' 
mg drank. Superior C 
Judge Arthur Minuskin.- '.■j.V 
sentenced the singer to “ ' • 

3«ars probation and onT^ -';'^-. 
him to receive continued. ^ ' 

hoi treatment and commk 
semce. Pickett, known^:^. 
p.rfo™.g 

pleaded niilty to assaul 
automobile in connection Vj- 

April 1992 incident' -i . 
which an 86-year-old 
hospitalised several rag-:'i *t ' ■ 
wih head injuries. He 
faces charges of driving . * -•; ( 
fcross a neighbour's law*-."'. • 

May 1991. *•> v, . 




